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“I struggled my freshman year. I kind of thought I had the world at my
fingertips. I was going to do whatever I wanted to. If I wanted to go
to class, maybe I’ll go to class. If I want to party, maybe I’ll party. ”

David Dull—Senior, Lycoming College

“The fact of the matter is after my freshman year I was almost kicked out. They told me...I had
to get a 3.0 my first semester my sophomore year to stay. And that involved a lot of work. And
I did achieve that. Since then I made the Dean’s list four straight semesters.”

How did he succeed? He stopped skipping classes
and began using flash cards as a study tool.

That attitude caught up to him quickly.

“I came in and I failed mathematics twice.  But then I came back in the summer and got
a C. So, I guess I made it better. And then...I failed psychology. But then I came back
in the summer and got an A minus.  So, that means I came back and I did my thing.”

“There was always something that was just in the way instead of academics.
But if you just notice the error of your ways, you should be able to wise up. I
mean, just grow up. That’s what it is. It’s a learning process.”

“I honestly didn’t have the best freshman experience. I didn’t adjust well at all.
And I didn’t know where to find anything on campus. I was over my head in
activities. And I didn’t know how to balance or manage time.”

“And towards the end of the semester, I was ready to go home.
And my parents said, “No, you have to stick this out.”

“And I chose those clubs based on the leaders who were in those organizations.
And it was also those women and those men who I was able to talk to, who really
got me through the first year. And I was able to adjust better my second semester
of college. And I’m glad I stuck through.”

While her grades didn’t suffer, Alexa says her health suffered.

She found help among new friends in the residence hall. And she did a
better job of managing time by cutting back on her club activities.

His mother demanded excellence and that gave him a new focus.

        


