
Chapter 5 Non-Traditional Students

Maybe you’re one of the millions of Americans who didn’t have the time, resources, grades or
inclination to go to college — or stay in college — when you were younger. Some of you are back for
another degree to launch a new career. With families and full time jobs, finding the time to study is
often the toughest task. Here are a few examples of students who are facing similar challenges  
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Doug is a former police officer who now owns a motorcycle repair
shop. He’s planning another major career shift. “I’m going to get
my Bachelor’s degree in Nursing. That’s the plan. It’s been an
interest I’ve always wanted to pursue and just never did.”

Doug Hartle,Indiana-Purdue University (Ft. Wayne)

Amy is working on an accounting degree to “make more money.
I was in college before and I stopped and I’ve regretted it ever
since. I finally just said, “Hey, I’m going to do it. I can do this.”

Bob is a well paid data analyst with a college degree but plans on
pursuing a dramatically different career. “I want to be a veterinarian. So,
I’m coming back to school now. It’s something I always wanted to do”. 

Like other returning students, Kelly doesn’t
just go to school. “Right now I work two
jobs: one full time, one part time.” 

“If you really want it, if you need it, don’t let anybody in your past
talk you out of this. Don’t let those past memories haunt you and say,
‘I can’t accomplish it. I’m not smart enough.’ My GPA was point 9
twenty years ago. And it’s 3.58 now. It can be done. Go do it!

       


