
Your professors’ expectations vary from one course to the next. How do you prepare? Start with the
syllabus.

“I found out the hard way that you have to do
the reading before the class.”

“If you know what you’re going to be hearing about before
you go to class, you’re going to absorb it a lot better.”

“Professors give you the syllabus as soon as you sit in class. So a
freshman should know that syllabus will be your best friend. It tells
you everyday that they’re going to need things to be done.”

Mallory McDonald — Junior, Lycoming College

Kenneth Smith — Junior, Millersville University

Stephen Gosnell—Senior, Clemson University 

The more you do the reading assignments ahead of time, the more sense the lecture makes, the fewer notes
you write, the more organized they are.

When you don’t understand something in your homework, write it down. Take the question to class, to your
professor’s office hours or email it to them. Your professor will help you connect the dots.

“I tell my students, “Read the chapter. It’s OK if it doesn’t make sense
to you. It’s OK if you don’t remember all of it. When I come to class
and I explain it to you, it will start to make sense to you.”

Connecting the Dots

Tiffany Wishard, Political Science Dept.,  Lycoming College
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You may find preparing for Math and Science courses different than History or English. Preview the text.
What are the key words? Get a sense for the definitions. What’s the author trying to tell you in the charts,
graphs and pictures? Read the summary. Take a look at the end-of-the chapter questions. Later, after the
lecture on this part of the text, read the chapter more closely.

Preparing for Class

Learning
Points

•• RReeffeerr ttoo yyoouurr ssyyllllaabbuuss wweeeekkllyy
•• KKeeeepp uupp--ttoo--ddaattee wwiitthh rreeaaddiinngg aassssiiggnnmmeennttss
•• WWhhiillee rreeaaddiinngg,, mmaakkee aa lliisstt ooff qquueessttiioonnss ttoo:: 

√√ TTaakkee ttoo ccllaassss oorr
√√ TTaakkee ttoo yyoouurr pprrooffeessssoorr’’ss ooffffiiccee hhoouurrss oorr
√√ EEmmaaiill  ttoo yyoouurr pprrooffeessssoorr

Math and Science

               


