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Let This Mind Be In You



What are God’s ways?

This was an important question for Matthew’s community. In the verses at the beginning of our Gospel, the leaders asked Jesus by whose authority did he teach? They were publicly questioning his credentials. Now, to ask this, is to ask a question about power. In this conversation, power is a matter of allegiance, a matter of ‘whose side’ you are on. Jesus knew this, and so he reframed the question about knowing God’s ways into a question about following God’s ways. In essence, Jesus suggested that if we want to know the power and ways of God, we will NOT find them in credentials. We will only find them in actions. Actions are the ONLY authentic source of authority. Even so, trusting HUMAN authority is a dicey thing, whether it is personal or institutional. We all have had the experience of being let down by someone who did NOT follow through on something that was promised; or the experience of someone who refused to commit, but then came through for us anyway. These are the two types of people Jesus puts in his parable. Matthew paints a picture here, in which the players are EITHER orthodox hypocrites or virtuous heretics. IF THOSE are the two kinds of people we have to depend upon in this life, we SHOULD BE uneasy with Jesus’ parable!

Today we also hear Paul weigh in on this question of the ways of God. To the Christians at Philippi, Paul urges them to add THIS to their faith: THE MIND OF CHRIST.  Well – no one can ever accuse Paul of AIMING TOO LOW!  I have a hard enough time determining my OWN mind. Now I’m supposed to have the mind of CHRIST! What sort of mind, what kind of conscience is that anyway?

In these readings, we are urged to TURN, to CHANGE OUR MINDS, to work on what is in our heads and hearts. Matthew challenges us to have some integrity between what we think, say, and do – and if NOT, he says we need to ‘change our minds.’ But Paul gives us a few hints at what a new heart, and a new mind might look like. This MIND OF CHRIST would rather suffer than force love. This mind of Christ WOULD RATHER SHARE A BURDEN than shift the blame. This mind of Christ WOULD RATHER DO JUSTICE than tell others to be good.

What Paul knew intuitively was that Christ Jesus certainly could have blamed and judged our failings, or could have manipulated humens to love God. The Creator and Judge of the cosmos could have enforced a new, righteous order upon the world. But the whole point of his life and ministry, of his death and resurrection, was that Christ refused to FORCE ANYONE to do justice, or love mercy, or walk humbly. As a MATTER OF DEEPEST FAITH: Paul believed that Christ would, and actually DID, sacrifice EVERY EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY ADVANTAGE. He reminds the Philippians that “though Christ was in the form of God … he humbled himself … even to death on a cross.”  And Jesus sacrificed all his advantages for these truths: you cannot force anyone to love, you cannot force anyone to be just, you cannot force anyone to be truthful. You can only LIVE justice, LOVE mercy, and SPEAK truth for yourself.  No one else can do those things for us.

The philosopher Soren Kierkegaard once wrote: Omnipotence, which CAN lay its hand SO HEAVILY upon the world, can also make its touch SO LIGHT that the creature receives INDEPENDENCE.  (S.K., On to Orthodoxy, D.R. Davies, 1939, p. 162.)

In this, Kierkegaard echoes Paul’s words to the Philippians. He speaks about what seems to be the abdication of power, this emptying,  in the life of Jesus – or is this abdication really the CRACKING OPEN of divine power and authority in that same life. What is required of US, for this to happen, is to will and to work for justice and compassion, or as Paul says: To will and to work for God’s pleasure.  Of course, nothing may be further from OUR DESIRES than God’s pleasure! Because when WE know what is right, we want everyone to AGREE with us. When WE love someone, we want to possess their love in return. It is so much harder to invite and wait for their love, which is why we often resort to subterfuge, manipulation, or deception. We have some of our own self-emptying to do.

In closing, I would like to turn to the thoughts of the writer Jalala Bonheim, who wrote this in her work Aphrodite’s Daughter:



	True wholeness has nothing to do with getting what WE want … 
We achieve true wholeness only by embracing our fragility and 
sometimes, our brokenness. Wholeness is a natural radiance 
of Love, and Love demands that we allow the destruction of our 
old self for the sake of the new. Life did not intend for us to 
be inviolable … We are meant to be chewed up, digested and 
transformed into the blood and sinews of the world.   		
(Jalala Bonheim, Aphrodite’s Daughter, Touchstone, 1997.)


“To allow the destruction of our old self for the sake of the new.” THAT is the mind of Christ for us, and for our institutions. THAT is what Jesus did in his own life. It is what God continues to do at our Communion table. It is what Paul meant when he asked the Philippians to ‘let this mind be in you, that was in Christ Jesus.’ 

Can we accept this invitation TO BECOME Christ’s Body and Blood, to be transformed into the blood and sinews of the world? Would we let the mind of Christ Jesus be in us?

