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Tumblety the Woman Hater

By

Mike Hawley

We welcome this thought provoking article on Francis Tumblety by a new writer (o the Whiteehapel Socicty, Mike Hawley

Francis Tumblety

Whitechapel murder mystery ask when the name Francis
Tumblety comes up. First, did Scotland Yard consider
Tumblety a suspect, and second, was he Jack the Ripper? The
fact that the Head of Special Branch during the time of the
murders, Chief Inspector John G. Littlechild, named him as a
very likely suspect along with the fact that Assistant

4 I Vhere are two valid questions that students of the

| Commissioner Robert Anderson personally contacted US chiefs
|

of police about him with respect to the murder case — at the peak
of the murders - does a convincing job of answering the first
question. A problem for researchers is we have little direct
evidence as to why Scotland Yard Headquarters took Francis
Tumblety seriously as the possible killer. If we did, it would
help us beiter assess the second question.

A valid argument against the possibility of Francis
Tumblety being Jack the Ripper is that he was homosexual and
male homosexual serial killers almost always victimize men.
This generalization may be a correct about ceriain male
homosexual serial killers, as evidenced by Jeffrey Dahmer
killing and eating his young male lovers, but in Tumblety’s case,
the generalization is actually irrelevant, if we basc owr
conclusion upon actual contemporary reports. Accﬂrdgng o the
FBI, there are multiple motives behind serial killings inciuding
bomosexual serial offeders’. The following is the FBI list of
motives of serial offenders based not upon serial offender

linterviews but upon offender actions and crime scene evidence:

Anger (rage or hostility towards a certain subgroup of the
population), Criminal Emterprise (benefitting in status or
monctarily in a criminal group), Financial or personal gain
(“black widow”), Ideology (10 further a goal due o prejudice
Aagainst subgroups based upon race. ethnicity, gender, such as
racism and misogyny), Power/thrill (offender feels empowcred

and/or excited when he kills), Peychosls (scvere mental illness
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like paranoia, grandiose, or bizasre delusions), and Sexsatly«
based (driven by sexual desires). The FBI mukes clewr that
these are non-inclusive general categones ot inended 1o
discount other possible motives. They also make i clewr that
serial killers may be driven by multiple maotives, which ¢an even
evolve throughout time. If Francis Tumblety was lack the
Ripper, the available evidence indicates that his motive was Aot
at all sexually-based, but was a combination of other motives;
the first being ideology, specifically misogyny, and the secimd
being anger directed towards wWomen ., a8 impostirs.

If we follow contemporary evidence, the mast Commn
reason stated as to why Francis Tumblety was & Scatland Y ard
murder suspect is that he was a woman hater. Note just ive of

the many sources,

e
1888)

“...and in New York his behavior was
that of o man_whe had no liking for
women.” (San Francisco Chief of Police
Patrick Crowley, San Francisco Examiner,
November 23, 1888)

When asked about Dr. Tumblety's
aversion to women, McGarry said; "He always
distiked women very much. He used to say to
me: 'Martin, no women for me.” He could not
bear to have them near him...” (New York
World, Dec 5, 1888)

"You are accused of being a
woman-hater, What have you to say 1o
that?” (New York World reporter interviewing
Tumblety, January 1889}

This leads to another argument against the possibility of
Francis Tumblety being Jack the Ripper, that Scotland Yard
merely suspected Tumblety for the less than credible reason of
him being gay. The argument states that even though Francis
Tumblety was considered a ‘woman-hater’, in the ninciecnth
century, this expression meant one thing, homoscaual, or lover
of men, therefore, it had nothing 10 do with him truly hating
women. In support of this, a broadsheet ballad in 1707 titled,
“The Women-Hater's Lamentation’, about & group of gay
men was uscd L0 point out that the term “woman-hater” meant |
was used even into the 20® ceotury. If tue, this conclusion is
sound, but it aciually breaks down when we look st all of the.

*l 1 ; : | -..'
evidence "Contd Over

www wintechapelsocicty com



before the Ripper marders., and dwe Enghsh language s a hiving,
| dvasmac languspe. and athoweh the xpression “woman-hater’
fwas sl home wsod m dus way a the ume of the kilhings,
| ancther defatiom crept ko e lexicon. A major social
| movemsent hegan & take hold w England and the Umited States
mwm&%WMammmwt
called the wommown's sufrage movement, which plﬁhed for
| improving women's rights in 2 male dominated society’. Men
' who were absolmly opposad o tas femamist movement were at
mwﬁm . because they had such a hatred
|of women and women's rights”. For example, in Mencken: A
Life. smbor Fred Hobson staes,
| “Dependmgz om the position of the reader, he

IHL Menchen outhor of Im Defense of

Women (1918}] was either a great defender

of womex's rights or. as a critic labeled him

m 1916, “the greatest misogynist since

SM:;&m”sh@Hﬁeﬂaf

"Misogwmy is a central part of sexist prejudice
HMMMM‘.HMWOHM
basis for the oppression of females in
male-dominated societies. Misogyny s
m&nmd@mrmmﬁm;okes
o pormnograpky to vielence...
[Emphasis added]

Thos, the expression “woman-haters” had two definitions
:hmthMMm&s&x&hﬁM
smusogvay. Hemry Havelock Elhs (1859 - 1939), a Bntish
phvsaacaan and psycholosist, focused his research on
| homosexmahity m the late mneteenth and early twentieth century,
and im 1897 published a book called Sexual Inversion.” Prior
o Chwefl Inspector Litlechild’s woman hater comments about
Tumbilety, ome of Elhs’ case smdy homosexual subjects stated
s,

“Even their [fwomen’s] physical beauty has
little or mo charm for me, and I often wonder
how men can be so affected by it. On the other
hand 1 am not a woman-hater, and have
several strong friends of the opposite sex.” '
Nwhdmd'mincﬁonthismmuiehcmeenbis
‘homosexuality and the misogynist term of woman-hater. Here's
yame:mlpb. At the ame of the Ripper murders, a
wﬂaymhungpu'fmuﬂlmﬂed ‘The Woman Hater’,
y David Demarest Lloyd, featuring actor Roland Reed. It was
ﬂmmdmd:emﬂsm ‘THE WOMAN HATER. Reedmrhe
,Fwwﬂm&gmmﬁeedmmﬂtgm Reed
played the bachelor, Samuel Bundy, who involves himself in no
Jess lhltheedmmhwaﬂammmﬂmmdows'gm
focus was not his homosexuality but his misogyny.
Even though both definitions were used around the time
@fﬂrmwhs,how&)mmwthmwfmgtoTumbletyas
woman hater, most mmportantly, Chief Inspector Littlechild,
meant actual hatred of women? First, the onginal argument
. wun that ‘woman-hater’ only, or almost always, meant
; omosexual; therefore, the argument 1S NOW falllt)". SmCiﬁc to
Lattlechild, he never actually used the term “woman-hater’, so we
yeally do mot have w figure out which definition he meant.
Instead, he made a statement about Tumblety’s ‘feelings toward
women.” It being modified with ‘remarkable and bitter in the
" can oaly refer 1o his hatred of women'". If Liulechild
/ meant gay, lhen hc was stating that Tumblety was not

.-L. ‘ > ¥y
[
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gay. but really, really gay. This makes no sense. Al'-:‘t}
Littlechild did comment about Tumblety’s humosexuallty bllt |
instead of using the term woman-hater he used the term.
Sycopathia Sexualis'. He was stating that Tumblety was bogh, a
man lover AND a misogynist. Littlechild seems to have haq the
opinion that men with ‘contrary sexual instincts’ are prope to
violence, but he was not saying Tumblety’s man lover desn'es
made him a suspect but his hatred of women did.

We also see Tumblety being reported as a misogynist ip the
British press, as well. The newspaper, Sheffield and Rotherham
Independent, December 5, 1888, picked up the following cabje:
dispatch from a foreign correspondent of a2 London paper, the
Daily Telegraph. Even though Tumblety’s name was not used
note the clear references to him,

It is reported by cable from Europe that q
certain person, whose name is known, has
sailed from Havre for New York, who is

famous for his hatred of women, and who has
repeatedly made _threats against females of

dissolute character. :
The reporter highlighted two particular reasons for§

. Tumblety’s fame in connection with the Whitechapel murders,

and if true, the information likely originated from Scotland Yard.
In view of this, the reporter was informing the readers that
Scotland Yard had perfectly plausible reasons for suspecting him
of the murders. The use of both reasons make sense, only if
hatred of women meant exactly that; hatred of women. -j

In the February 2013 issue of Whitechapel Society Journal,
Joe Chetcuti’s Ripping Diatribes article revealed a series,
of newly discovered British newspaper articles, thanks to the-;
assistance of Chris Phillips and Robert Linford. The Liverpool
Leader, January 9, 1875, reported on the recent appearance of
a ‘doctor’ setting up shop within their community, who was:
advertising miraculous cures of Liverpool citizens, but with
some investigative journalism, the paper beheved they had{
exposed a fraud. Their investigation of the doctor, who was
none other than Francis Tumblety, apparently revealed not only
a misogynist, but a violent misogynist,

There comes to us a tale of a decent

woman from the Isle of Man who

sought his advice respecting a bad

leg. He told her it was due to the

immorality of her parents, but would

cure it for 3 pounds. This she

declined, whereon he ordered her to

get out legs and all or else he would

kick her out! Other women young & 4
unmarried, have fled in alarm from ]
his premises, and say his language
and conduct suggested danger.

Is there any evidence as to why Tumblety had such a hatred
of women, especially prostitutes? Before discussing Who
Tumblety hated, we will begin with who he was sexually
attracted to; young impressionable men. Prior to the Civil War,
Tumblety was single-minded in his goal of making money
through his nefarious advertising Indian herb doctor business,
and it worked. A few years after the Civil War, Tumblety.
seemed to have gone into semi-retirement but continued his
traveling, even into Europe, especially England. Thus, began his
practice of hiring very young men as assistants and even traVﬁl_
partners, obviously for the primary purpose of sexual relattons.
Examples are Isaac Golliday (Evening Star, Nov 21, 1888),
Thomas Henry Hall Caine (private collection of Tumblety letters
once owned by Caine) in England, and a young man amed.
J oseph Lyons (Rochester Democrat and Republican, Dec 3,
1888) in lhe 1870s, and Martin McGarry (Ncw York World, Dec
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“orious for warning these young men about women,

“He never failed to warn his correspondent
[young Lyons] against lewd women, and
in doing it used the most shocking
language.” (Grey River Argus, Feb 25, 1889)
When asked about Dr. Tumblety's aversion to
women, McGarry said: "He always disliked
women very much. He used to say to me:
'Martin, no women for me.' He could not bear
to have them near him. He thought all women
were_impostors, and he often said that all the
trouble in this world was caused by
women.”" (New York World, Dec 5, 1888)
In 1874 while in Liverpool, England, Tumblety began a
relationship with young Thomas Henry Hall Caine, which lasted
antil 1876. Caine was 1n the habit of saving everything,
including all of his letters and correspondences, and historian
Neil Storey received special permission to look through the huge
volumes of his material. In his newly published book, The
Dracula Secrets: Jack the Ripper and the Darkest Sources of
Bram Stoker, Storey reveals twenty new letters written by
Tumblety to Caine''. One of them gives a clue as to why he had
such a hatred of women, especially prostitutes. ..

"The Chinamen are as nasty as Locust, they

devour everything they come across, rats and

cats, and all sorts of decomposed vegetable

matter, they are a species of the Digger

Indian. Grass hopper is a luxury which they

partake with delight. This is not all, the

Chinese that are now being landed on the

Pacific shelf are of the lowest order. In

morals and obscenity they are far below those

of our most degraded prostitutes. Their women

are bought and sold, for the usual purposes

and they are used to decoy youths of the most

tender age, into these dens, for the purpose of

exhibiting their nude and disgusting person to

the hitherto innocent youths of the cities. uik
Notice the ideological prejudice Tumblety displayed
against the Chinese and ‘Digger Indians’ (indigenous peoples in

the Great Basin), and he then compared the Chinese to ‘our most
degraded prostitutes’. The clear inference is that Tumblety had
a similar prejudice against prostitutes, most likely referring
to female prostitutes. He further revealed his misogynist
ideological beliefs as he then narrowed the subject to ‘their
women’. Of particular interest is what he stated about these
women being ‘used as decoys’ on his preferred sex partners,
‘innocent youths’ ‘of the most tender age’. Recall what young
McGarry said Tumblety told him, “all women were impostors,
and he often said that all the trouble in this world was caused by
women.” By itself, the use of the term impostors is confusing,
but when we realize what Tumblety stated about Chinese female
prostitutes, that they were used as ‘decoys’, it begins to make
sense. If you think of duck decoys in hunting, the decoy is a
duck impostor designed to lure the prey. In Tumblety’s mind,
_;fﬁm_ales, especially prostitutes, are °‘sex partner’ impostors,
designed to lure young males away from their intended sex

ariners, older males. They do this by confusing young males at

an impressionable age, making them have unnatural sexual
desires for the wrong gender.

© Tumblety was accused of decoying, as well. In 1873,
cighteen year-old Paddington, England, resident Henry Carr was
asked by Tumblety to be his secretary and move to Liverpool.
In the London Times, December 1, 1873, it states,

[Henry Carr’s] parents objected to his doing

7288 in 1882. In true misogynist fashion, Tumblety was no- |

50, but eventually he went to Liverpool with
the gentleman... ([Henry’s father Charles]
said that this was the person who had decoyed
his son away.

We now know Tumblety understood the use of ‘duck
decoys’. One particular Liverpool article published by Joe
Chetcuti discusses how Tumblety hired people as ‘duck decoys’
and place them in his office waiting room. When a new
customer would enter Tumblety’s waiting room, the ‘duck
decoys’ would impersonate actual satisfied customers. In other
words, they were impostors, paid by Tumblety to spin a web of
lies in order to convince new customers of how effective his
treatments were.,

So, a more thorough evaluation of the available evidence
suggests that the reason why Francis Tumblety had such a hatred
of women, especially prostitutes, was two-fold. First, he had a
deep-seeded misogynist ideology clearly evident in his letters
and actions, and second, he displayed much anger that women —
especially prostitutes - acted as decoys, or impostors, and stole
young men away from their true intensions, sex pariners for
older men. Note that these are two of the motivations behind
serial killings identified by the FBI, and in Tumblety’s case, both
of these motivations are directed towards the exact type of
person Jack the Ripper mutilated. If we look at how the
Whitechapel victims were mutilated, a common conclusion is
that the motivation behind Jack the Ripper was sado-sexual,
since the killer spent so much time attacking the reproductive
organs in the abdominal region. Keep in mind, though, no one
really knows who the Whitechapel fiend was, so this is an
educated guess made by qualified persons using the available
evidence. The killer’s motivation may also have been one or
more of the others if the evidence supports this conclusion.
Sociologist, Dr. Johnson, did state that the ideological belief of
misogyny can manifest itself through violence, and the focus of
the Ripper mutilations were upon the areas that identify one as
female. This could easily have been the result of someone with a
deep-seeded hatred of women, blaming them for all the woes
of the world. The ferocity of the attacks also suggests a
tremendous buildup of anger being released through the blade.
It should now not be a surprise as to why Scotland Yard took
Francis Tumblety so seriously as the possible Whitechapel fiend,
and 1t also shows why students of the Whitechapel case today
should still take him seriously.
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