The Gospel

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

What is the true Gospel? How could any issue be more important? The gospel
we present has eternal consequences.
If it is the true gospel, it can direct men and women into the everlasting kingdom
of Heaven. If it is not however....if it is a corrupted message, it can give unsaved
people false hope while consigning them to eternal damnation.
This is not a trivial matter. It is an issue every believer must understand and get
right.

1 Timothy 4:16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you
will save both yourself and your hearers.

Q1. What is the Gospel? What does the word “Gospel” mean? What does it
mean to have faith in Jesus Christ?

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures

Romans 3:21-25 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.

Romans 8:1-11 T
 here is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law
of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind
on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not
submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however,
are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
his Spirit who dwells in you.

1 Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4

to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,

Q2. If the Gospel is good news, what then is the bad news that makes the good
news so good?

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—everyone—to his own way.

Psalm 143:2 Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is righteous before you.

Romans 3:23 & 6:23  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Ephesians 2:1-10 A
 nd you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Q3. What are some of the false gospels (ways to heaven) that are out there?

Galatians 1:6-9 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said
before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let
him be accursed.

Revelation 5:6-10 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who
was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe
and language and people and nation,10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and
they shall reign on the earth.”

Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.”

Q4. Do we receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, or as Savior only? What is the
difference?

Romans 10:9-10 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.10 For with the heart one believes and is justified,
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

Acts 2:36-39 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 N
 ow when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 A
 nd Peter said to them, “Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3
 9 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who
are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”

Mark 8:34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Q5. Is repentance from sin essential to salvation?

Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.”
Mark 1:15 And saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.”

Luke 5:32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
2 Timothy 2:25 C
 orrecting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance
leading to a knowledge of the truth,

Q6. What is the evidence of salvation? How can I tell if someone is really saved?

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.

Matthew 7:17-23 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 21
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven.22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then
will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

1 John 3:6-10 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen
him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous,
as he is righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of
God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because
he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the
devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his
brother.

James 2:14-19 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can
that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body,
what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say,
“You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith
by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!

1 John 2:19 T
 hey went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have
continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.

Q7. Is the phrase “accept Jesus into your heart” in the Bible? Is the sinner's
prayer in the Bible? What is wrong with the phrase “Make Jesus Lord of your
life”?

Q8. Have you ever shared the Gospel with someone else? How did it go?

Q9. Do you share the Gospel as much as you would like? What are some things
that keep you from sharing?

Notes:

What does it mean to be a Christian?
Being a Christian means you have embraced what the Bible says about God, mankind, and salvation. Consider the
following truths found in the Bible.
God Is Sovereign Creator
Contemporary thinking says man is the product of evolution. But the Bible says we were created by a personal God
to love, serve, and enjoy endless fellowship with Him. The New Testament reveals it was Jesus Himself who created
everything (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16). Therefore, He also owns and rules everything (Psalm 103:19). That means
He has authority over our lives and we owe Him absolute allegiance, obedience, and worship.
God Is Holy
God is absolutely and perfectly holy (Isaiah 6:3); therefore He cannot commit or approve of evil (James 1:13). God
requires holiness of us as well. First Peter 1:16 says, You shall be holy, for I am holy.
Mankind Is Sinful
According to Scripture, everyone is guilty of sin: There is no man who does not sin (1 Kings 8:46). That doesn't mean
we're incapable of performing acts of human kindness. But we're utterly incapable of understanding, loving, or
pleasing God on our own (Romans 3:10-12).
Sin Demands a Penalty
God's holiness and justice demand that all sin be punished by death (Ezekiel 18:4). That's why simply changing our
patterns of behavior can't solve our sin problem or eliminate its consequences.
Jesus Is Lord and Savior
Romans 10:9 says, If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you shall be saved. Even though God's justice demands death for sin, His love has provided a Savior who
paid the penalty and died for sinners (1 Peter 3:18). Christ's death satisfied the demands of God's justice, and
Christ's perfect life satisfied the demands of God's holiness (2 Corinthians 5:21), thereby enabling Him to forgive and
save those who place their faith in Him (Romans 3:26).
The Character of Saving Faith
True faith is always accompanied by repentance from sin. Repentance is agreeing with God that you are sinful,
confessing your sins to Him, and making a conscious choice to turn from sin (Luke 13:3, 5; 1 Thessalonians 1:9),
pursue Christ (Matthew 11: 28-30; John 17:3), and obey Him (1 John 2:3). It isn't enough to believe certain facts
about Christ. Even Satan and his demons believe in the true God (James 2:19), but they don't love and obey Him.
True saving faith always responds in obedience (Ephesians 2:10).

