
 

 

MINUTES OF THE 77th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

AUSTRALIAN LEGION OF EX-SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN (NSW) 

HELD AT THE COOTAMUNDRA EX-SERVICEMEN’S AND CITIZENS’ MEMORIAL CLUB, 

299 PARKER STREET, COOTAMUNDRA NSW 2590,  

ON SATURDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2022 AT 11.00 AM 

 
WELCOME The State President, Mr Gary Bigg, declared the meeting open at 11:05am. 

The President welcomed everyone to the Legion’s 77th AGM and thanked 

those who attended the wreath laying ceremony prior to the AGM.  

The President noted that Cootamundra was originally scheduled to host the 

76th (FY20) AGM in September 2020 which was cancelled outright due to 

Covid-19 restrictions which have similarly delayed this AGM. 

The President thanked the members of Cootamundra Sub-Branch for their 

organization and their patience in waiting to host the AGM. 

STATE 

COUNCILLORS, 

ATTENDEES 

AND APOLOGIES 

 

The President thanked all Members for their attendance and thanked the Sub-

Branch Committees. 

The President introduced the State Councillors who were re-elected. 

 Gary Bigg – President 

 Warwick Adams – Vice President 

 Mrs Gayle Adams – Treasurer 

 Kevan Latty 

 Terry Murphy 

 Mick Carter (APOLOGY) 

 Phil Jorgenson - Office Manager & Secretary (APPOINTED) 

Apologies were received from: Mick Carter (State Councillor) (Coogee), 

Dick and Mavis Matthews (Riverwood), Bill and Coral Graham (Broken 

Hill), Elizabeth Dorahy, Peter Dove, Harry Fox, Trevor Gross, Lorraine 

Schaap, Kevin Flanagan, Matt Vertzonis (Willoughby). 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the Apologies be accepted: 

Proposed: B. Minnett 

Seconded: I. Minnett  

The motion was CARRIED  

NOTICE OF 

MEETING 

The President confirmed that proper Notice of the AGM was given in the 

December 2021 Legion Journal posted to all Members on 15th December 2021. 

QUORUM The President confirmed a Quorum was present with 17 members and 1 guest. 

  



 

 

VALE  The President passed on best wishes and thoughts to the families of those we 

have lost, including: Lynne Cudmore, Clarence Perkins, May Smith, Alan 

Miller, Thomas Courtney, Ronald Emanuel, Kevin Shanahan, W. Higgins, 

Des Britt, Richard Dutton, Grahame Perkins, Frederick Lord, Leslie Flick, Ed 

Snelling, Richard Stephens, Reginald Turner, Ron Walkerden, John Wright, 

Jack Crampton, Neil Imrie, Vera King, Ralf Toplis, Michael Westwood. 

ODE AND ONE 

MINUTE 

SILENCE 

The President recited the Ode to the Fallen and the meeting observed a one 

minute silence. 

OATH OF 

ALLEGIANCE 

The Secretary highlighted that each AGM the Legion recites an Oath of 

Allegiance in line with our Constitution’s objective to “To foster a spirit of 

loyalty to the Sovereign, the British Commonwealth and the Commonwealth 

of Australia.” 

The meeting stood and took the Oath of Allegiance. 

We, the Members of the Australian Legion of Ex-Servicemen & 

Women assembled here for the 77th Annual General Meeting of the 

New South Wales Branch, do hereby swear allegiance to Her 

Sovereign Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and successors and 

do hereby subscribe to the Constitution of the Australian Legion of 

Ex-Servicemen & Women (NSW). We trust that Her Majesty be 

blessed with continued health and wisdom and that she may long reign 

over us in peace and prosperity.  God save the Queen.  

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the State President notify Her Excellency the 

Honorable Margaret Beazley AO QC, Governor of New South Wales and Vice 

Regal Patron of the NSW Branch, of the Oath of Allegiance taken by the 

Australian Legion members and requesting that a letter be sent to Her Majesty, 

Queen Elizabeth II to that effect. 

Proposed:  W. Adams 

Seconded: N. Wilson 

The motion was CARRIED 

RECEPTION OF 

MINUTES OF 

75TH AGM, 2019 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the Minutes of the previous meeting, the 75th 

AGM (FY19) held at the Riverwood Legion Club on Saturday 14th September 

2019 at 12pm be accepted as tabled and note that the 76th AGM (FY20) was 

cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

Proposed:  J. Adams 

Seconded: E. Bourke 

The motion was CARRIED  

BUSINESS 

ARISING OUT OF 

MINUTES 

There were no SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS in the previous year’s Minutes. 

The Secretary confirmed all RESOLUTIONS in the previous AGM’s Minutes 

had been actioned and were complete.  



 

 

In the previous AGM’s Minutes, the next AGM was announced as being 

hosted by Coogee Sub-Branch. Following that AGM, Coogee Sub-Branch 

declined the hosting role and requested that another sub-branch host the 

following AGM instead. Cootamundra Sub-Branch subsequently requested 

and was selected to host the next AGM in late 2019.  Covid-19 restrictions 

subsequently delayed the AGM being hosted in Cootamundra. 

There was no other business arising out of the Minutes. 

CONFIRMATION 

OF MINUTES OF 

75TH AGM, 2019 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the tabled Minutes of the 75th AGM held on 

Saturday 14th September 2019 at the Riverwood Legion and Community Club 

be confirmed as a true and correct record? 

Proposer:  W. Adams 

Seconder:  K. Latty 

The motion was CARRIED 

RECEPTION OF 

PRESIDENTS 

REPORT 

The President highlighted that the State President’s Report was presented in 

the December 2021 Journal which had been posted to all Legion members.   

The President noted that the financial accounts had not been completed when 

the December Journal had been sent to members.  As such, figures annotated 

as estimates in the Journal are now final and reported in the Financial Report.  

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the State President’s Report be received: 

Proposed: S. Adams 

Seconded: I. Minnett 

The motion was CARRIED 

RECEPTION OF 

FINANCIAL 

REPORTS 

The Treasurer, Mrs G. Adams, presented the Financial Reports for FY21, the 

year ending 31st May 2021 noting that they had been posted on the new 

website since 25 January 2022 and that the FY20 Financial Report had been 

posted on the website for the past 12 months. 

The Financial Reports included the Directors’ Report signed after adoption of 

the report by State Council and the Reviewer’s Declaration and Independent 

Review Report by external paid accountant, Mr Mark McEnallay, FCPA, 

Membership Number: 664987.  

The Treasurer noted this was the first year the Legion had prepared 

consolidated State Office and Sub-Branch accounts for submission to 

regulators. 

 Consolidated Legion accounts report a FY21 operational loss of 

$60,535 with a Balance Sheet final net equity position of $716,956. 

 State Office accounts (excluding Sub-Branches) report a FY21 

operational loss of $55,723 (FY20 operating loss was $42,170) but 



 

 

had an increased Balance Sheet final net equity position of $390,292 

(FY20 equity position was $377,672) due to stock market volatility. 

The President, Treasurer and Secretary expressed their sincere thanks to all 

sub-branches for their assistance and cooperation with completing the new 

reporting requirements which have enabled the Legion to produce its most 

thorough financial reporting.   

The Treasurer thanked the Secretary, Mr Phil Jorgenson, and the external 

accountant, Mr Mark McEnallay, for their significant work during the year.  

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the Financial Reports be accepted as tabled. 

Proposer:  J. Buttriss 

Seconder: B. Minnett 

The motion was CARRIED 

SOLVENCY 

MOTION 

On 23rd January 2022, State Council resolved that “In the Directors’ opinion, 

there are reasonable grounds that the entity will be able to pay its debts as 

and when they become due and payable” and this declaration was then signed 

on p.15 of the Financial Report. 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the Motion of Solvency as resolved by State 

Council on 23 January 2022 and signed by the President on p.15 of the 

Financial Report be accepted as tabled.  

Proposer: N. Wilson 

Seconder: J. Adams 

The motion was CARRIED 

AWARDS LIFE MEMBERSHIP – MR WARWICK ADAMS 

The President congratulated Mr Warwick Adams on his nomination and 

endorsement by State Council to be admitted as a Life Member of the NSW 

Branch of the Legion for his services to the Legion at Sub-Branch and State 

Branch levels over the duration of his membership since 1985.  Mr Adams’ 

roles included being Welfare Officer, Vice President and President of the 

Cootamundra Sub-Branch and State Councillor, Vice President and President 

of the NSW State Branch.  Mr Adams has previously been awarded Life 

Membership of Cootamundra Sub-Branch and a 35 years’ service certificate. 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT Mr Warwick Adams be admitted as a Life 

Member of the NSW Branch of the Legion. 

Proposer:  B. Minnett 

Seconder: D. Bracken 

The motion was CARRIED  

  



 

 

RESOLUTION 1 PROPOSAL TO MERGE WITH RSL NSW 

The Meeting heard the Motion proposed by the Mr G. Bigg (State President) 

and discussion regarding the merging of the Legion with RSL NSW. 

The proposed merger accords with the constitutional Objects of Legion, 

specifically to “amalgamate” with organisations which may benefit the 

Association (Memorandum of Association Objects 3(r)). 

The Motion was proposed by Mr Gary Bigg (State President) and seconded by 

Mr Warwick Adams (State Vice President, Cootamundra VP).  In the 

December Legion Journal, the President reported that he had approval from 

all elected State Councillors and all Sub-Branch Presidents to publicly 

announce their support of the proposed merge.  

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the NSW Branch of the Australian Legion of 

Ex-Servicemen and Women (the Legion) merge with the NSW Branch of the 

Returned and Services League (RSL NSW) through whatever legal 

amalgamation form is agreed by both entities’ Boards of Directors and at a 

time and process that is agreed by both Boards of Directors, so that: 

 The Board of Directors of the Legion (known as State Council) will 

stand-down and the Board of Directors of RSL NSW will continue. 

 The constitutional and governing documents of the Legion will cease 

to have effect and the constitutional and governing documents of RSL 

NSW will continue. 

 The assets, liabilities, rights and obligations of the Legion will become 

those of RSL NSW. 

 The history and legacy of the Legion will become part of the history 

and legacy of RSL NSW. 

 All Legion Members may become RSL NSW Members in the relevant 

categories as described in the RSL NSW Constitution and in 

accordance with RSL NSW policies, which includes categories for 

members both with and without military service. 

 Legion Sub-Branches may become either RSL NSW “Sub-Branches” 

or “Chapters” of other existing RSL NSW Sub-Branches, with 

consideration to other Sub-Branches present in those communities and 

in accordance with the RSL NSW Constitution, policies and decisions 

of the RSL NSW Board. 

Proposer:  G. Bigg  

Seconder: W. Adams 

The motion was CARRIED 

  



 

 

RESOLUTION 2 SUB-BRANCH CONFERENCES AND VALIDITY OF ACTS 

The Meeting heard the Motion submitted by Mr Matthew Vertzonis 

(Willoughby) and discussion. 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT the following updated sections be inserted into 

the Articles of Association of the Australian Legion of Ex-Servicemen and 

Women: 

Article 72(a) Sub-Branch Conference. 

There shall be a conference called a Sub-Branch Conference, which shall be 

convened by the State Council once at least in each quarter of each year, or 

within 28 days of a request being submitted by two or more Sub-Branch 

delegates.  Such Conferences are to be held at such time and place as the State 

Council shall determine, and to which shall be invited two delegates 

nominated from each Sub-Branch and up to three delegates from the State 

Council. 

The Conference is to be held with delegates personally attending at least once 

each year, with the other three Conferences being conducted by video 

conferencing, should that be the decision of the majority of the nominated 

Conference delegates. 

The Conference shall regulate its own business and shall be chaired by the 

State President of the Association or in their absence by a Chairperson to be 

elected by the Conference. 

The Minutes and any resolutions of the Conference shall be submitted in 

writing within fourteen days to the State Council.  Where the Conference is 

held in a place other than a delegate’s home city or town, costs associated 

with their attendance will be paid for by the NSW State Branch. 

Article 73(a) Validity of Acts 

All acts done by any meeting of a State Council, Sub-Branch Conference or 

Sub-Branch Committee shall, notwithstanding that it be afterwards discovered 

that there was some irregularity on the appointment of qualification of any 

member thereof, be as valid as if such person had been duly appointed and 

was qualified. 

Proposer:  M. Vertzonis (by submission) 

Seconder: P. Jorgenson 

The motion was REJECTED 

RESOUTION 3 LIMITING AGM LOCATIONS 

The Meeting heard the Motion submitted by Mr Matthew Vertzonis 

(Willoughby) and discussion. 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT paragraph 26 of the Articles of Association be 

amended as below: 



 

 

Current wording of Article 26: 

“An annual general meeting of members of the Association shall be held in 

the month of September in each year on such day and at such time and place 

as the State Council shall determine.  These meetings shall be called Annual 

General Meetings. All other meetings shall be called Special General 

Meetings. (Amended AGM 20.7.90)” 

Proposed new wording of Article 26: 

An annual general meeting of members of the Association shall be held in the 

month of September in each year.  The specific location, day and time shall be 

determined by the State Council after due consideration that the greatest 

number of financial members will be afforded reasonable opportunity to 

attend such general meetings of members. These meetings shall be called 

Annual General Meetings. All other meetings shall be called Special General 

Meetings, and the same consideration of location, day and time shall apply” 

(Amended AGM 20.7.90; xx.xx.xx)” 

Proposer:  M. Vertzonis (by submission) 

Seconder:  P. Jorgenson 

The motion was REJECTED 

RESOLUTION 4 RESUBMITTING REJECTED RESOLUTIONS 

The Meeting heard the Motion submitted by Mr Matthew Vertzonis 

(Willoughby) and discussion. 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT paragraph 32 of the Articles of Association be 

amended as described below: 

Current wording of Article 32: 

“Any resolution rejected at an Annual General Meeting or Special General 

Meeting cannot be submitted for consideration by any meeting for a period of 

twelve (12) months without the consent of the State Council. (Amended 

18.9.93)” 

Proposed new wording of Article 32: 

“Any resolution rejected at an Annual General Meeting or Special General 

Meeting cannot be submitted for re-consideration in the same, or substantially 

similar form, to any general meeting for at least a period of three (3) months 

without the consent of State Council. The consent of the State Council will not 

be required for such a resolution to be re-submitted at a meeting later than 

three months. (Amended 18.9.93; xx.xx.xx)” 

Proposer:  M. Vertzonis (by submission) 

Seconder:  P. Jorgenson 

The motion was REJECTED. 



 

 

RESOLUTION 5 BROADENING MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA FOR SPOUSES & FAMILY 

The Meeting heard the Motion submitted by Mr Phil Jorgenson (Secretary) 

and discussion. 

IT WAS PROPOSED THAT paragraph 2 (iv) of the Articles of Association 

be amended as described below: 

Current wording of Article 2 (in entirety): 

2) Membership eligibility 

For the purpose of registering the Association, it is declared that its 

memberships shall be unlimited. Any person, male or female, who has at any 

time been: 

i) A serving member of, or attached for duty and discipline to, any Naval, 

Military or Air Force, Merchant Navy or any similar force or service of 

Australia or the British Commonwealth or any ally thereof, for a continuous 

term on full-time duty of, not less than six months during a period of hostilities; 

ii) A serving member of any Naval, Military or Air Force, of the British 

Commonwealth for a continuous term of full-time duty of not less than six 

months during a time of peace; 

iii) A serving member of the Navy, Army, or Air Force reserves or Australian 

Defence Force cadets for a period of three years; or 

iv) A spouse or other family member (as determined by the State Council from 

time to time) of a member 

Shall be eligible, subject to the provisions of the Articles for Membership of 

the Association provided that the State Council may in its discretion admit to 

membership any person who has served for a period less than that above 

mentioned. (Amended 7.9.2002 & 4.9.2010 & 3.9.2011) 

 Proposed wording of Article 2 (iv): 

iv) A spouse or other family member (as determined by the State Council from 

time to time) of a person who qualifies as a member under sub-paragraphs I, 

ii and iii. 

Proposer:  P. Jorgenson 

Seconder: W. Adams 

The motion was CARRIED 

  



 

 

GENERAL 

BUSINESS 

The President opened General Business to the Meeting. 

There was no General Business raised. 

MEETING CLOSE The President noted that the 78th AGM for FY21-22 is tentatively scheduled 

for the traditional month of September later in 2022 to be hosted by Coogee 

Sub-Branch. 

The President thanked the Cootamundra Ex-Services Club for their hospitality 

and support for the Legion AGM and congratulated the Cootamundra Sub-

Branch Executive Committee.  

The President thanked the State Councillors and Members for their attendance. 

The President also expressed his gratitude to the Members and Sub-Branch 

Executive Committees not present at the AGM for their support throughout 

the year and their efforts to improve the Legion. 

All Members were invited to a luncheon and drinks following the meeting. 

The President, Mr Gary Bigg, declared the meeting closed at 12:10pm. 

 


