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SETTING A BUDGET

Figure Out Who's Contributing

Perhaps it's just you and your fiancé. Or maybe your parents
or other family members want to chip in. Whatever the case
may be, finding out who's eager to contribute to your
wedding is a good first step in calculating your overall
budget. Once you have an idea of how much financial
assistance you'll receive, focus on your own contribution.

e How much can you and your fiancé realistically—and
comfortably— afford to spend given all the real-life
expenses you have to cover?

e Based on your monthly income, how much can you both
reasonably save between now and the wedding?

e How much, if any, can you responsibly pull from an
existing savings account?

sn Estimate your personal wedding budget based on your
* answers to the questions above. Then add any other
financial contributions that you're confident are coming
. | your way. And there you have it: A ballpark wedding
budget.

Estimate your guest count

The cost of a wedding is pretty much based on guest count.
(Read that sentence again and let it soak in.) The number
of guests in attendance will determine not only the size of
your venue, but also how much food and alcohol you'll have
to provide (which, by the way, just happen to be two of the
biggest wedding expenses).

Choose Your Non-Negotiables

Once you decide your top priorities, you can allot a bigger
/ percentage of your budget to them—which will also solidify
how much you'll have left for the other wedding items that
aren't so super important to you.

Do Your Research

There are a lot of costs, both obvious and hidden, that you'll
have to consider before nailing down where your wedding
budget will ultimately land. For example, you often can't
just buy the wedding cake; you're required to pay a cutting
fee. And you don't pay just the venue rental fee; there may
also be setup and breakdown charges. And, there's a whole
slew of vendors you'll be expected to tip. Do you see where
we're going with this?

Do The Math

After completing all 4 steps above, it's time to do a final
reality check: Does your budget breakdown match the
actual cost of your ideal wedding? PSA: Please Don't Go
Into Debt To Say "l Do"



https://www.herecomestheguide.com/wedding-ideas/the-ultimate-wedding-budget-breakdown
https://www.herecomestheguide.com/wedding-ideas/the-ultimate-wedding-budget-breakdown
https://www.herecomestheguide.com/wedding-ideas/tip-wedding-vendors
https://www.herecomestheguide.com/wedding-ideas/tip-wedding-vendors

AWARD WINNING
CATERING SERVICES

We make meals so you can
make memories.

Hudson's Classic Catering is
a full service caterer
specializing in social and
corporate events. We can
handle events for 10 guests
to 5000.

We offer a selection of
menus and packages that
can be customized to meet
the needs of each client.

(803) 356-1118
HUDSONSCLASSICCATERING.COM



BRIDE'S TIPS FOR A
CALM WEDDING

Tip #1: Plan your Hair and Beauty Timeline Wisely.
Time your hair and makeup trials when you do them,
so you know how long they'll take on the morning
of. Double check how your hair and skin should be
prepped before the hairstylist and makeup artists
arrive, you may need to have hair washed the night
before. Confirm the timeline with your hair and
makeup artists, and brief your bridal party so there's
no confusion about who goes first. Make sure you've
tested any new beauty products before the big day
to ensure there are no last-minute reactions!

Tip #2: Hit play on some sweet sounds. Prepare a
playlist of your favorite songs to listen to. For the
morning of my wedding, | created a Spotify playlist
with sweet love songs that had meaning to our
relationship. Don't forget to pack a set of portable
speakers in your overnight bag if not getting ready
at home.

Tip #3: Get the celebration started. Pop some
bubbly and have a toast with your bridal party! But
remember, avoid having too much, you have a long
day ahead and you don't want all that excitement
going to your head!

Tip #4: Don't forget to eat. Although many brides
say they feel too anxious or excited to eat in the

A _.gf morning, it really is important to have a hearty,
S #’."é?wﬁ healthy breakfast to get you through the day. A
2 # &‘”‘__’*_ layered breakfast bowl with fresh fruit, natural
' yogurt and granola and a calming herbal tea will set
- t\\ k you up nicely for the day. Try to avoid greasy and
£~ stodgy foods, as these can make you feel a little
: %;.; L1 queasy and bloated if nerves are heightened. If

you're staying at the venue or a hotel, make sure to
' order your brekkie for room service delivery the

} o !' night before.


https://onefabday.com/wedding_hair/
https://onefabday.com/wedding_makeup_artists/
https://open.spotify.com/user/xe3a2srg0pescx0j26h9yizes

With over eleven years of experience and over 350 weddings, Nikki is an expert in her field. From
start to finish, she will help you prepare so your day is less stressful and worry free. She’s known for
keeping things light, fun, and quick so you can get back to your friends and families to celebrate
your wedding day. Nikki and her team have been recognized two years in a row as the best in
photography and videography by both The State newspaper and Free Times. They are excited to
work with you to create breathtaking images and emotional videos to keep these memories alive

forever.

612 St Andrews Rd #8, Columbia, SC
NikkiMorganPhotography@gmail.com/ 803.463.9912
NikkiMorganPhotography.com
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Lake Murray
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Wedding Cakes

Grooms Cakes
803-655-7467

www.bonniebrunt.com
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WEDDING AND PORTRAIT
PHOTOGRAPHERS

www.carterscreative.com

CHARCUTERIE BOARDS & GRAZING TABLES

CALL OR EMAIL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!
DON'T FORGET TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

EMAIL: ACOLEMAN@CAROLINACHARMCHARCUTERIE.COM

PHONE: 803-298-8761

WWW.CAROLINACHARMCHARCUTERIE.COM
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We khow how important your wedding day is and our goal
s to make sure your day is completely worry-free. It’'s all
about you. Our event coordinator listens to your vision and
works one on one with you to ensure that no detail is
overlooked. You will receive a personal consultation and a
customized agenda of your reception. The DJ's will serve as
Master of Ceremonies, making announcements and
introductions as needed, as well as assist with
coordinating your reception events.

Our DJ's do so much more than just play music. We will
work hand in hand with all of your vendors to ensure that
yvou're special day runs smoothly from the beginning to the

last dance.

» Ceremonies
* Receptions
* Photo Booth’s
* Lighting
» Bundled Packages

www.soundquestdjs.com



MAKE ANY
SPACE
YOUR OWN

Transform any space
to fit your vision
for your wedding,

holiday party, or next

big event.

Virtual Weddings
& Events

Decorative lighting
Wall & ceiling drape
Video displays
Sound systems
Special effects

Technical assistance

AMBIENT MEDIA
IG DESIGN
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AmbientMediaSC.com
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803.739.5252



SAMANTHA & BRADY

—— CREATIVE ——

EST. 202

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHERS
MOODY & INTIMATE IMAGERY
HUSBAND & WIFE TEAM
SERVING SOUTH CAROLINA & BEYOND

LET'S CONNECT
WWW . SAMANTHABRADYCREATIVE.COM
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.G__________ Tobacco_In_Tow_MCL \L y
a el J| -
. ' TobaccolnTow I. . ;H?‘.—;

Book with
us today to
receive a
special
discount!

Cigar Packages |
Option A

® 25 Torpedo House Cigars
@ Open Cigar Bar for 3 Hours
@ S$900 Investment

Option B

® 50 Torpede House Cigars
® Open Cigar Bar for 3 Hours
@ 51200 Investment

Full Experience

® 75 Torpedo House Cigars
@ Open Cigar Bar for 4 Hours

@ 51500 Investment

Contact Us Hourly Option

803-603-7869

www.tobaccointow.com

@ 5150/hr with a 3 hour minimum

*All options include cutting & lighting services*

Tobacco in Tow Mobile

Ask us about our pre-wedding setup!



Portraits
& Design

‘Custom hand drawn
and painted perxtrails
Wedding | Pets | Family | Children

Art is composed on gallery wrapped
canvas or archival paper, using only
the finest media, including:

European Oils | Charcoal | Pencil | Pastels

Imagine YOUR
Wedding at
Fabel Farms

f @FabelFarms
©| ©@FabelFarms

P
L

:- www.FabelFarms.com

h
FabelFarms§C@gmail.com

Jesh Fabel, Owner

1208 Hinnants Stere Rd
Winnsbero, SC 29180
(803) 718-4574

! Packages Available Upon Request



Treasured Moments
by Chastain’s
Wedding Planning
&

Fresh Floral Designs

CHASTAINSFLORAL.COM
803-917-2722

Owner Sandra Chastain
Over 25 years experience
equipped to travel

$150.00 OFF
PACKAGES OVER
$1000 AT BOOKING

(%) WEDDINGWIRE
COUPLES’ CHOICE

AWARDS"

2023
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Where Rustic Charm Meets Timeless Love—Your Perfect Story Begins Here.

1038 Old Number Six Hwy, St Matthews, South Carolina, 29135.
Vavavenue.com




BLYTHEWOOD

« SOUTH CAROLINA .
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maxliving:

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Courtney Law

MaxLiving Columbia-Columbia, SC
803-708-4258

Dr. Tim Losby
MaxLiving Lexington-Lexington, SC
803-490-0946

Dr. Matt Hux

MaxLiving West Columbia-West Columbia, SC
803-888-6385

9 © 9© O

Dr. Kallie Corbin

MaxLiving West Northwest Columbia-lrmo, SC
803-661-9767

ALL-INCLUSIVE DESTINATION WEDDINGS
HONEYMOONS & ROMANCE

PURPLEBANANA |  Sewnless Travel planning services so you can dres Less and| have more fund

TRAVEL

@ purplebananatravel.com sarah@purplebananatravel.com




Weddings « Corporate Functions « Special Events

Call or Email Walter Shealy
(803) 924-1000  (706) 590-0451  walter@blackgrove.com

Visit our website: www.thevenueatblackgrove.com

20751 US Highway 76
Newberry, South Carolina 29108

Lake
Murray

g7 Bridal Show
Upcoming 2025 Shows

Thursday 04.03.25
Sunday 09.28.25
LakeMurrayBridalShow.com
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FARMS

/5 acres of majestic countryside
Indoor & outdoor ceremony
options

Climate controlled chapel
(accommodates 250)

8,000 sq ft reception barn
Qutdoor patio & courtyard for
cocktail hour

Luxurious bridal suite %

Men'’s bunkhouse . )~
Overnight stay options X/

y

Events@TRFvenue.com
4300 Fruit Hill Rd. Saluda, SC 29138
Photos by: LaurenRyalsPhoto




Thanks to Our
Presenting Sponsors
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