Fife Alcohol Support Service (FASS)
Student Placement Agreement

FASS offers placements to students studying Counselling at Diploma, HND or equivalent or higher level.

This is an agreement between college or university, the student, FASS and the supervisor. 

Student placements will receive a full induction and training within the organization. FASS can offer students a placement of up to three hours per week in an Outreach Counselling Centre. Initially a student would be offered one client and gradually build the number up to three per week as confidence develops. The placement will provide opportunity to experience both short and longer-term counselling programmes.

Supervision of one hour every two weeks also comes out of this time so students are likely to accrue counselling hours at the rate of five hours every two weeks. This is subject to availability of clients appropriate to the student’s level of competence.

FASS anticipates that a student placement will last a minimum of 120 hours of client contact time. 
Many students decide to remain with the agency after completion of the 120 hours and continue developing their alcohol counselling skills.

However, if the student decides to leave the agency on completion of a placement, we have to work towards endings which work for clients and cause them minimal disruption. There are a few options available, depending on what stage of counselling each client has reached. If at all possible, the counsellor and client will work towards a planned ending as close as possible to the counsellor’s planned leaving date. If the client is not ready for an ending and wants further sessions, they will be offered sessions with another counsellor in the same Outreach Counselling Centre.

As FASS works with adults with addictions, specialist training on working with addictions must be undertaken and this will be arranged and paid for by FASS.

The college or university will verify a student’s readiness for a placement involving client work.

The student will at all times work according to the COSCA Code of Ethics and to FASS policies and procedures as outlined in the handbook provided. They will be supported in this by their supervisor and by the Outreach Counselling Coordinator.

FASS will arrange appropriate clients and provide supervision. Any necessary feedback or reports can be completed by the student’s supervisor and can be shared with the college or university.

There will be ongoing communication between the college or university and the FASS Outreach Co-ordinator particularly if there is any concern about a student’s fitness to practice. 

Signed for the college/university by: __________________________ Job Title__________________ Date__________

Student: ___________________________________ Date______________

FASS: _____________________________________ Outreach Counselling Coordinator   Date _______________

Supervisor: __________________________________ Date _______________


