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August 2020 Candle 

“From the Pastor” 

 

“What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on 
the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows.”              Matthew 10:27-31 ESV 
 

T T T 
 

Fear is a powerful motivator. We’ve seen that illustrated recently in the 
way some leading figures in media and government have relied heavily on 
fear during the spread of the coronavirus. Unlike many other motivators, 
fear is unique in that it constrains us from the inside. Fear takes hold of our 
wills from within and compels us to choose some actions and to avoid 
other actions. 

 
On the one hand, fear can be very helpful to us. A healthy sense of fear 

keeps us from acting foolishly and recklessly. We’re cautious to put out 
campfires because we know the fearful consequences of failing fully to 
extinguish the ashes. Some fears are even hard-wired into our bodies as 
protection, such as the physiological response we experience when we begin 
to lose our balance. 

If we did not have these “reasonable fears,” we would easily be in 
danger of unnecessary injury. A child who ignores his mother’s warning and 
reaches his hand up to touch a pan on the stove does not yet have a healthy 
fear of getting burned. Had he listened to his mother, he might have 
learned to avoid the burn without needing to experience the danger 
firsthand so painfully. 

Of course, our fears can also become exaggerated. Some people 
experience a fear of heights or of spiders that has grown far beyond 
reasonable precaution to the point of an unhealthy paranoia or phobia. 
Whereas healthy fears protect us and enable us to live our lives with 
prudence, unhealthy fears paralyze us, debilitate us, and prevent us from 
living life at all. An exaggerated fear is just as dangerous as an 
underdeveloped fear. 



Unfortunately, as sinners, our sense of fear is all confused. We fear 
things that we need not fear, and do not fear things that we ought to. In 
some areas, we allow ourselves to be paralyzed by irrational anxieties. In 
other areas, we run reckless through life, unaware of the grave dangers we 
are in. Jesus addresses both of these errors in the passage above. 

The fear of physical death is perhaps the most universal and potent of 
all fears. And yet Jesus tells us not to fear physical death at all! He doesn’t 
merely say, “Don’t become obsessed with death,” but he even goes so far as 
to say, “Do not fear those who kill the body.” Indeed, Jesus urges us not to 
fear even those who have the power to end our physical life through violent 
force. 

In our days, the fear death—particularly the fear of death due to 
sickness—has reached the level of paranoia or phobia. But if Jesus urges us 
not to fear even those who in wrath and violence would forcefully rob us of 
our lives, how much less should we fear death when it comes by the 
impersonal means of sickness? 

Of course, this doesn’t mean we should be reckless in our attitude 
toward sickness. There is most certainly a healthy “fear” of sickness, if by 
“fear” of sickness we mean concern lest we unnecessarily endanger our 
lives or the lives of others through negligence. Perhaps we could quibble 
about whether such rational precautions ought even to be called fear at all. 
At any rate, a healthy “fear” of sickness leads us to avoid unnecessarily 
communicating disease. 

But the kind of fear that leaves us psychologically paralyzed or sleepless 
over the prospect of physical death—the kind of fear that causes a racing 
heart, that makes us afraid to see people, that drives us away from living 
life—that kind of fear is neither a healthy nor a Christian fear. After all, 
“God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control” (2 
Timothy 1:7). We must find a way to steer a course between carelessness 
and negligence on the one hand and the unchristian, paralyzing fear of 
physical death on the other hand. 

There is, however, one kind of death that we should fear. That death is 
not the death of the body, but the eternal death of both soul and body in 
hell. This, of all fates, is truly fearful. Yet, do you notice how little our 
society emphasizes the fear of this kind of death? The problem in our 
society is therefore a problem of misplaced emphasis. Whereas we are 
constantly bombarded by an exaggerated fear of physical death, our fear of 
eternal death is frighteningly underdeveloped. As a result, our culture rushes 
recklessly toward moral ruin and ultimately toward hell itself. 



As cultural pressure increases against the Church, we have been urged 
to stop proclaiming from the housetops the Good News of the forgiveness 
of sins in Jesus Christ—out of the fear of physical death. Some have even 
urged Christians not to sing the Good News of the forgiveness of sins in 
Jesus Christ, despite that Scripture explicitly commands us to sing. 
Therefore, in our days we must consider carefully what we fear more: the 
opinions of men and women who at worst can kill the body, or him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Furthermore, in the midst of this sickness that has swept across our 
nation, we must remember that not even a single sparrow falls to the 
ground apart from our Father in heaven. You are worth more than many 
sparrows! You who are baptized into the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit must remember that even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered! For some of us that number dwindles year by year. Apparently, 
God not only knows when a sparrow falls to the ground, but also when a 
hair falls from our heads! And if God takes such concern to count each 
individual hair, is he not much more concerned for your whole body, 
indeed for everything you need in this life? 

This does not mean we should be reckless or careless with regard to the 
virus. But it does mean that in whatever precautions we choose to take or 
not to take, we must not make our decisions based on fear—neither the 
fear of the virus, nor the fear of those who rule over us, nor the fear of 
death, nor the fear of the economic or political aftershocks that our nation 
is sure to experience in the years to come. Rather than letting fear drive 
your decisions, rejoice that you are freed from all fears by faith in Christ who 
truly cares for you! 
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SPECIAL THANKS 
From the LaGrave Family: Thanks so much to all of 
you for a warm welcome into the Zion family!  

Thank you again to the elders, who have put in countless volunteer 
hours working through the logistics of calling, installing, and moving. 
Thanks especially to those in the congregation who have worked 
hard cleaning and doing repairs to get the parsonage ready for our 
family to move in. It is a beautiful home! 



July 12, 2020 Voter’s Meeting Minutes  

 

I. Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Mike Hemminger 

at 10:05 a.m. with 41 members present.  Pastor opened with 

prayer. 

II. Reports: 

A. Secretary, Gail Schwartz, read the minutes from the 

January 12, 2020 meeting. 

M/S Shelley Josephson/Ken Truenow. Motion carried. 

B. Treasurer, Gloria Ulrich, read the Treasurer’s Report. 

M/S Pat Stoppelman/Melanie Klein. Motion carried. 

C. Pastor’s Report:  

Summary: 

A. Attendance 

a. April 2020. Total: N/A Ave: N/A 

b. May 2020. Total: 113 Ave:65.5 

c. June 2020. Total: 405 Ave: 81 

B. The Word – For April/May/June 2020 

a. Worship Services: 7 

b. Care Center Services: 0 

c. Weddings: 0 

d. Funerals: 1 

1. Ralph J. Reid 6/23 

e. Bible Classes: 0 

f. Confirmation Classes: 0 

C. The Sacraments 

a. Baptisms: For April/May/June 2020: 0 

b. Communions: For April/May/June 2020 

i. Worship 

a. April: 20 (12 on Maundy 

Thursday; 8 on the 19th) 

b. May: 136 

c. June: 151 

ii. Care Center: 

a. April: 0  

b. May: 0 

c. June: 0 



iii. Private:  

a. April: 0 

b. May: 0   

c. June 0 

D. Administrative 

a. Zion Meetings: For April/May/June: 0 

III. Board Reports: 

A. Elders: Paul Schutte extended a special “Thank You” for the 

support and above and beyond work done by the call 

committee during the challenging process of interviewing 

and obtaining Pastor LaGrave as the new Shepard at Zion. 

He also requests, to members of our congregation, their 

continued support and prayers for Pastor LaGrave and his 

family. 

A unanimous vote of 100% to accept Pastor LaGrave as the 

new Pastor at Zion Annandale, Mn.  M/S Peter Minear/Ken 

Truenow. Motion carried. 

B. Trustees:  Dennis Jopp extended a “Thank You” to all who 

were able to help with the repairs and cleaning of the 

parsonage. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. The 

LORD has greatly blessed this congregation with members 

willing to accept a challenge to pull together and accomplish 

what seemed to be impossible. 

C. Education:  

i. Weekly Sunday Bible study will continue on July 

19th after service. 

ii. VBS has been cancelled for summer 2020. 

iii. Confirmation classes will resume during the school 

year. 

iv. Pastor will decide how Sunday School will proceed. 

v. For now, there is not a plan for Thursday Bible 

class. 

D. Stewardship:  

i.  Offering will continue to be collected as you enter 

Church. 

ii. Online Giving is going very well. 

E. Evangelism:  No Report 



IV. Old Business:  None. 

V. New Business:  

i. Family room is available in the basement for anyone if 

needed. 

ii. Zion is waiting on Covid restrictions before planning a 

farewell party for Pastor Queck. 

iii. During the Lord’s Supper – Pastor will be distributing 

the bread and an elder serving the wine instead of 

individual trays in paper cups. Family groups will still 

come forward individually, and we will NOT yet 

return to use the rail and kneelers. 

iv. Hymnals will be returned to the pews. 

v. Live streaming services will be discontinued at the end 

of July.  

vi. All announcements will be printed on the back of the 

bulletin. 

vii. Pastor will be working with the Fairhaven Pastor for 

necessary things during Pastors absence. 

viii. The Zion website needs updating. 

ix. The “Busy Needles” ladies require information 

regarding when they can continue to meet. 

x. Zion needs to address a policy pertaining to 

Weddings/Funerals. 

xi. The weekly giving $ amount and weekly attendance 

records will be put back in the bulletin. 

xii. A question about a government program for laid off 

employees pertaining to churches will be checked into. 

xiii. Every-other-row seating in the sanctuary and overflow 

area will continue. 

xiv. We will continue the practice of not having food and 

drink at church events. 

xv. Pastor LaGrave will be setting up home visits to meet 

members of the congregation. 

VI. Adjournment – 11:19 am.   

M/S Ken Truenow/Shelley Josephson Motion carried. 

VII. Pastor concluded with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted, Gail Schwartz, Secretary 
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