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July 2020 Candle 

“From the Pastor” 

 

There came a voice to Elijah and said, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” Elijah answered, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the 

God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, 

even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 
       1 Kings 19:13b-14 ESV  

from the Old Testament reading for the Fifth Week after Trinity  

T T T 
 

1. 

Isolation is something we have come to understand personally in recent 

months as a result of the coronavirus and our government’s response to 

it. Physical distance is not the only kind of isolation Christians face, 

however. I venture to guess that you have not been threatened with death 

like Elijah, but as our culture moves increasingly away from Christ and 

the Scriptures, churches and Christians too sometimes feel like saying: 

“I, even I only, am left.” 

 

The cultural isolation Christians face is immense, especially in cities 

across our nation. Though we praise God that altars are rarely “thrown 

down” in our times, our culture is certainly forsaking the covenant—the 

New Covenant in Christ’s blood—by forsaking the Scriptures, the 

Church, and the Sacraments. How long will our freedom to worship, our 

doctrine, and our moral convictions be tolerated in a world where some 

who cry for religious tolerance paradoxically suggest that Christianity is 

not to be tolerated? Our times are not so unlike Elijah’s after all. 

 

Listen then to God’s reply to Elijah: “I will leave seven thousand in 

Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that 

has not kissed him.” 

 

Elijah supposed that he alone was left of those who sought the Lord in 

true repentance and faith. Yet God had preserved in that nation a 

multitude of men who had not turned away from the Lord, and who had 

not given in to their culture’s idolatrous worship of the false god Baal. 

 

During my family’s time in Germany—another culture rapidly turning 

away from Christ—we met many devout believers who remain steadfast 



in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In fact, in Germany in recent months there 

has even been a great conversion of Persian refugees to Christ. 

 

So do not lose heart. Like Elijah, you will not always see those whom 

God has preserved for himself, but you can be sure that wherever God’s 

Word is still preached in this land or across the world, his Word will not 

return void. God preserves a remnant in our days also. 

 

2. 

Echoing God’s question to Elijah, I heard a believer ask: “What am I 

even doing here?” The intense physical isolation in recent months due to 

the virus left this individual with a sense that there was simply nothing 

meaningful left to do in life. Would you be surprised to learn that even 

the great prophet Elijah during his loneliness and discouragement also 

said to God, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life” (1 Kings 

19:4)? 

 

Supposing that “he alone was left,” Elijah was convinced that his labor in 

Israel was in vain. Isolation can leave us as well with a sense of futility, 

purposelessness, and aimlessness. 

 

Again, the Lord answers with words of comfort. In the remainder of 1 

King 19, the Lord informs Elijah that though he would not himself 

witness the demise of Baal worship (the goal which was Elijah’s great 

mission) he would be the mentor to another prophet, Elisha, under whose 

ministry the idolatry of Baal would be ended forever. 

 

Our physical isolation as individuals may be the prelude to a great and 

joyful reunion when the virus and its panic have passed. Likewise, our 

cultural isolation as Christians may be the precursor to a great and 

unforeseen period of national repentance and turning to Christ. On the 

other hand, like Elijah, it may be our calling simply to love and serve the 

next generation of believers in whatever way we can, knowing that 

though them God will continue his work. 

 

In either case, we can be sure amid our isolation, whether physical or 

cultural, that neither our lives nor our labor in Christ are in vain (1 

Corinthians 15:58). We do not know what the specific outcome will be in 

our days, but we do know that the Lord’s work continues in us, and 

through us, by his grace in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

T T T 



June 10, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes  

 

I. Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman, Mike Hemminger, 

at 7:05pm with 16 members present.  Mike opened with devotion. 

II. Reports: 

A. Secretary, Gail Schwartz, read the minutes to the May 2020 

council meeting. 

M/S Chrystal Fischer/Peter Minear. Motion carried. 

B. Treasurer’s Report: Gloria Ulrich read the Treasurer’s Report 

for May 2020. 

M/S Peter Minear/Myra Steere. Motion carried. 

III. Board Reports: 

A. Elders: 

Pastor LaGrave has accepted the call position at Zion. His 

background check has been completed and he and his family 

will be moving to Annandale by June 15th. He will be preaching 

Sunday, June 21st, and installation for Pastor LaGrave will be 

Sunday, June 28th in the afternoon. Reception to follow 

installation on the 28th.  

Pastor and his family will require temporary housing until July 

10 while repairs and cleaning are done at the parsonage. 

Three possible temporary housing places are being considered 

giving the current renter time to move and repairs/cleaning done 

at the parsonage. 

1. Hotel in Monticello - $2900/month 

2. Camp Courage Cabin - $1800/month 

House on Clearwater Lake - $1000/month.  Motion for temporary 

housing not to exceed $1,000-$1,800.  M/S Peter Minear/Chrystal 

Fischer. Motion Carried. 

Zion will form a committee for Pastor Queck’s retirement 

celebration at a later date.  Pastor Briel from Maple Grove, MN will 

be conducting Sunday Services on June 7th and 14th. 

B. Trustees:  

1. Notice has been given to the parsonage renter to move by 

June 30th, 2020.  

A walk through evaluating any damage at the parsonage 

will be done before returning renters $850 damage deposit. 



The parsonage will require cleaning/some painting before 

Pastor and his family move in. Trustee, John Kothrade, will 

be evaluating the repairs needed in the parsonage 

bathroom exterior wall. Cost for bathroom repairs 

estimated at $2500-$3000. M/S Dennis Jopp/Dan Fischer. 

Motion Carried. 

The repairs will begin on July 1st, and completed by July 

10th. July 8,9,10 will be cleaning days at the parsonage. The 

carpets and ducts will be professionally cleaned and 

general cleaning will be performed by anyone willing to 

help.  

Trustee, Dennis Jopp, has received information from Roth 

Insurance about $ reduction for parsonage insurance and 

also property tax reduction because Pastor will now be 

living in the parsonage. 

2. One toilet has been replaced in the women’s bathroom. 

Remainder of project has been put on hold for now. 

3. Mother’s room preparation is being worked on.  

4. Warranty work still needs to be done on the back-parking 

lot. 

5. All of the basement windows have been scraped and 

repainted. 

6. Replacing the Church sign is on hold for now. Myra Steere 

will be planting flowers around the current sign. 

C. Education:  

Decision to cancel VBS based on COVID restrictions. 

Education committee considering drawing up a proposal for a 

possible after school on Wednesday children’s Bible class. 

M/S Shelley Josephson/Chrystal Fischer. Motion Carried. 

D. Stewardship: None 

E. Evangelism: None. 

IV. New Business: 

Decision to not resume after Sunday Service Bible Class for now.  

Elders will ask Pastor LaGrave to make his own decision regarding 

after service Bible Class.  

Due to Synod requirements regarding the percentage of our new 

Pastors salary that can be considered as a parsonage allowance, the 

following adjustment was needed: The total base salary remains 

unchanged at $59,900. The parsonage allowance was reduced from 



$14,500 to $11,980 and offset by an equivalent increase in cash salary. 

M/S Chrystal Fischer/Myra Steere. Motion Carried. 

 

V. Adjournment at 8:28 pm. M/S Shelley Josephson/Dean Thurk. 

Motion carried.  Closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gail Schwartz, Secretary 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A round of applause and thank you to all who 

were able to help with the parsonage clean 

up and repairs for Pastor Tyler, Olga, and 

their children. 

Below are some of the things that were done: 

1. Bathroom remodel 

2. Washing all windows 

3. Duct work cleaned 

4. Carpet shampooed 

5. House cleaning of all three levels 

6. Filling nail holes and repainting in one bedroom 

7. Rekeying parsonage and garage 

8. Plumbing in bathroom 

9. Refinishing both picture windows 

10. Adding a stair railing 

11. Trimming of trees and removal  

12. Weeding around parsonage 

13. Toilet seat replaced in half bath 

God has blessed this congregation with many talents and 

treasures! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 2020 Graduates 

Congratulations to our high school graduates 

for your accomplishment.   

We wish you God’s blessings as you continue in the vocations 

God leads you to and pray for your faithfulness to Him 

throughout your lives. 

Graduate:  Camryn Reid 

Parents:  Char Reid and Craig Reid 

Future plans:  Going to Concordia College in Moorhead, MN.  

Panning to study mathematical finance with a Spanish minor. 

 

Gradate:  Jacob Vinkemeier 

Parents:  Brian Vinkemeier and Jackie Larson 

Future plans:  Attend NDSU and major in electrical engineering. 

 

We express our heartfelt sympathy to the 
family and friends of Ralph Reid who 
passed away on Tuesday, June 16, 2020.  
A funeral service was held at our church 

on Tuesday, June 23 2020 with Pastor Tyler LaGrave 
officiating.  Ralph was a longtime member of the Zion 
Lutheran Church, along with his wife, Deloras.  Ralph 
was a very hard worker at everything and enjoyed 
keeping his lawn in perfect condition.  He also enjoyed 
bowling, fishing, playing cards, and feeding the birds.   

 

There is a new family room in the church 

basement.  Thanks to those members who got the 

room ready.  Come and take a look! 
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