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T T T 
A Biblical Take on Power and Authority, Part 1 

 
A Lion and a Wild Donkey went out hunting together. The Donkey’s 

job was to run down the prey by his superior speed, and the Lion would 
then come up and finish it off.  They met with great success; and when it 
came to sharing the spoil the Lion divided it all into three equal portions.  
“I will take the first,” he said, “because I am King of the beasts; I will also 
take the second, because, as your partner, I am entitled to half of what 
remains; and as for the third—well, unless you give it up to me and take 
yourself off pretty quick, the third, believe me, will make you feel very sorry 
for yourself!” 

 
This short tale is found among collections of Aesop’s Fables. Like all 

the best children’s literature, it teaches an important lesson about humanity 
and the world we live in. The moral of this particular fable could be 
summarized as “Might makes right.” 

 
We live in a world where many people indeed believe that “might 

makes right.” People believe that power is self-legitimizing: “If I have the 
power to do something, and if no one will stop me, then I have the right to 
do it.” But this mentality fundamentally confuses power with authority. 
Power and authority are two very different ideas. Over the course of the 
next few newsletters, we will explore the twin ideas of power and authority. 
Here is the first installment. 

 
When the New Testament talks about power, it generally uses one of 

two Greek words: dunamis or exousia. The word dunamis is where we get 
English words like dynamite and dynamic. The word dunamis refers to raw 
might or strength without any reference to who is wielding the might or 
why. English Bibles usually translate dunamis simply as “power.” Sometimes 
the New Testament also uses the word exousia to mean the same thing—
just “power.” Quite often, however, the word exousia refers specifically to 
the power wielded by a legitimate power-holder. That’s why English Bibles 
often translate the word exousia as “authority.” 

 
In Christ, we find power and authority perfectly united. Luke 4:31-37 

illustrates this well: 



31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was 
teaching them on the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, 
for his word possessed authority. 33 And in the synagogue there was a man 
who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 
34 “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are - the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the 
demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having 
done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, 
“What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the 
unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 And reports about him went out into 
every place in the surrounding region. 

 
Jesus’ word possessed “authority” (exousia, Luke 4:32). Jesus wasn’t 

merely a dynamic speaker with a powerful voice and emotionally moving 
rhetoric. Jesus wasn’t just an upstart motivational speaker down by the 
Jordan River. Rather, Jesus’ words came with the weight of a command. 
Jesus spoke like someone who had the right to speak. He spoke like a king 
making decrees and issuing pardons, not like a court page running messages 
for someone else. 

Likewise, the people responded in awe when Jesus cast out demons 
because he did so “with authority” (exousia, Luke 4:36). Jesus, who is the 
Son of God, had the right to cast out demons. He outranked them like an 
army general outranks a private, except infinitely more so. 

 
It’s a great comfort when a good man sits in the seat of authority, 

whether as king or general. But how tragic it would be to have a just, but 
weak king! How tragic it would be to have an experienced but powerless 
general! Unless the one who holds authority also has strength and might at 
his disposal, his authority remains impotent. 

 
Thankfully in Christ, we see authority perfectly coupled with power. 

Jesus cast out the demons with power (dunamis, Luke 4:32). When the might 
of Christ was challenged by the forces of evil, there was no contest. Not 
only did Jesus’ rank as the Son God put him in the position to exercise 
authority (exousia) over demons, Jesus also had all the resources of 
omnipotent power (dunamis) to back up his orders. 

 
This is a great comfort to us as Christians, because immediately prior to 

his ascension Christ said, “All authority (exousia) in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.” We can take great comfort that the one who sits on the 
seat of divine authority—ruling over the earth and over all the kings of the 
earth—is our merciful Savior Jesus Christ. On the seat of supreme authority 



is a true man who is also God—one who understands our suffering and our 
needs, and who also has all the power of omnipotent might at his command 
to forgive our sins, to watch over and provide for us and our families, and 
to answer our prayers. 

 
But what about the authorities and powers here on earth? What 

happens when earthly authorities lack power to exercise their offices? What 
happens when those who have no right to wield authority suddenly find 
great power at their disposal? These questions will be the theme of future 
essays. 

 
T T T 

 
August 10, 2020 Church Council Minutes  

 

I. Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman, Mike 

Hemminger, at 7:03pm with 12 members present.  Pastor opened 

with devotion. 

II. Reports: 

A. Secretary, Gail Schwartz, read the minutes to the June 2020 

council meeting.  M/S Myra Steere/Ann Truenow. Motion 

carried. 

B. Treasurer’s Report: Gail Schwartz read the Treasurer’s 

Report for June 2020.  M/S Dan Fischer/Gene Stueven. 

Motion carried. 

C.    C. Pastor’s Report: 

A. Attendance for July 2020 

Date         Attendance       Communion         

------         ---------------        ----------------   

7/5               76                       71 

7/12             91                        

7/19             101                     88 

7/26             94                        

-----------     ----------------     ---------------    

Total            362                     159 

Average       90.5                  

B. The WORD for July 2020 

a. Sunday Worship Services: 4 



b. Care Center Services: 0 (Consider purchasing separate 

Communion dishes for traveling to the Care Center) 

c. Weddings: 0 

d. Funerals/Committals: 0  

e. Bible Classes 

i. Sunday: 3 

ii. Thursday: 0  

C. The Sacraments 

a. Baptisms: 0 

b. Communions 

i. Sunday: 159 

ii. Care Center: 0 

iii. Private: 0 

D. Administrative 

a. Zion Meetings:  

 i. Elders: 2 

 ii. Voters: 1  

b. Other: 0 

c.  Vacation days used to date: 0 

III. Board Reports: 

A. Elders: 

Zion Elders have composed a COVID policy per the 

Governor’s orders. If anyone is sick with COVID please 

contact an Elder to let them know. Conversation will be 

strictly confidential.  

Sunday School will resume on September 13th. 

A DVD of each Sunday service is being produced. 

Ushers will be brought back helping with the Service and 

Communion. 

Zion will form a committee for Pastor Queck’s retirement 

celebration. 

Celebration for Pastor Queck’s retirement is planned for 

September 13, 2020 at 11:30 at the Church. 

B. Trustees:  

1. The CAUTION steps on the back ramp have been 

repainted. 



2. The person using Zion’s parking lot has been spoken 

to and the car has been removed. 

3. The organ has been cleaned for $322.75.  

New LED lights have also been replaced. 

Vendor suggested doing a DEEP clean of the organ 

sometime soon and will submit a bid.  

4. A drain along the parsonage garage needs repair. 

5. The sink in the parsonage bathroom drains very 

slowly. Sink possibly needs to be replaced. 

6. Replacing the Church sign has been tabled 

indefinitely. 

7. A handrail has been installed in the parsonage stairs. 

8. Fred Jude will be building a step, replacing the books 

that the organ bench is resting on. 

C. Education:  

Sunday School resumes on September 13, 2020. 

Education committee will draw up a proposal for a 

possible after school on Wednesday children’s Bible class. 

D. Stewardship: None 

E. Evangelism: None. 

IV. Old Business: None 

V. New Business: Motion not to exceed $3,000 for Pastor Queck’s 

retirement celebration. M/S Paul Schutte/Dan Fischer. Motion 

carried. 

The retirement celebration will be catered and a tent rented 

and setup somewhere on the Church premises.  A sign-up 

sheet to get an approximate headcount, for catering purposes, 

will be created. Also, a free will offering plate will be available. 

Someone needs to be in charge of the weekly DVD recording 

the service. A written procedure with instructions needs to be 

published. Possibly the Usher’s or Elder’s responsibility. 

 

VI. Adjournment at 8:09 pm.  M/S Peter Minear/Myra Steere. 

Motion carried.  Pastor closed with devotion and Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gail Schwartz, Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES OF THANKS 

 Thank you to the following people for their kindness in 

volunteering for Meals on Wheels for the month of 

July: Melanie Klein, Pete & Dorothy Minear, Brooklyn & 

Avery Minear, Mae & Dwane Schmidt, Donna Fox, 

Hannah Adams, Allen Randall, Cheryl Provo, Wyatt, Ella 

& Cooper Provo & Sharon Holm.  Your willingness to 

assist with this during COVID-19 and the many changes 

is very much appreciated.  - Shelley Josephson 

 

 The family of Ruth Johnson (Deb Engelman’s 

stepmother) would like to thank everyone at Zion.  Your 

thoughts, prayers, support, and generosity are deeply 

appreciated by the Arlen Johnson family.  God bless 

you all! 

 

 Thank you  for the comforting cards, the prayers and 

support that we received in the sudden passing of 

Mike’s brother, Terry.  We truly appreciate all of your 

kindness and feel so blessed to have our Zion family.    

     - Mike and Mary Hemminger 

 

 

 

 

All 7th and 8th graders and their parents or 
guardians are invited to a brief confirmation 
meeting on Wednesday, September 2, 2020, at 
6:00 pm. Please join us to discuss how we will 
proceed with confirmation this year. 
Confirmation classes for 7th and 8th graders 
will being the following Wednesday, 
September 9, 2020, at 5:30 pm here at Zion. 
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