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Alderman Jim Gardiner and Ottawa Fire Department  
Join in Endorsing Stephanie Kifowit for Comptroller 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The growing list of solidarity and support continues to grow at a rapid pace for 
State Representative Stephanie Kifowit in her bid to become Illinois next Comptroller. 

Alderman Jim Gardiner, joins the list of elected officials who are endorsing Representative Kifowit for 
Comptroller citing her experience and support of local firefighters and her 20+ years experience as a 
financial expert.  Alderman Gardiner is the Alderman of the 45th Ward, was first elected in 2019 and 
subsequently re-elected, and a former firefighter and teacher. 

Joining the endorsement of Alderman Gardiner, is Ottawa Firefighters IAFF Local 523.   

“We are proud to support Stephanie Kifowit for Illinois Comptroller because of her proven commitment 
to fiscal responsibility, transparency, and accountable government”, stated President Bryce Johnson.  
“Throughout her time as an Illinois State Representative, Stephanie has demonstrated strong leadership on 
issues that matter to working families, small businesses, and taxpayers across the state”. 

This united front from additional Illinois firefighters adds formidable strength to Kifowit’s growing 
coalition, which includes Chicago Firefighters Local 2, Aurora Firefighters Local 99, Naperville 
Firefighters IAFF Local 4302,  Local Painters District Councils 14, 30, and 58;  the United Union of 
Roofers, Waterproofers and Allied Workers Local 11; Cement and Platsters Local 502; United 
Steelworkers District 7 and Local 17; Illinois Federation of Public Employees, Local 4408, and National 
Association of Letter Carriers Local 219. 

“I am honored by the trust and faith of the firefighters of the Ottawa Fire Department”, stated Kifowit.  
“People who put their lives on the line everyday see how vital it is to have a Comptroller who has the 
experience to manage the payments for vital equipment and support they need. 

About Stephanie Kifowit:​
Stephanie Kifowit is a U.S. Marine Corps Veteran, a former registered financial advisor, and a State 
Representative with over 12 years of state budget experience. With a Master’s in Public Administration 
and a 20+ year career built on fighting for working families, veterans, and taxpayers, she is running to 
bring integrity, and accountability to the Office of the Illinois Comptroller. 
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