
Charlie Darby joined the Royal Air Force in September 1943 and trained as an air 
gunner/wireless operator on Wellingtons and Ansons at RAF Bridlington, RAF 
Bridgnorth, RAF Castle Kennedy, RAF Acaster Malbis and RAF Riccall. He explains 
how he crewed up at 21 Operational Training Unit, RAF Morton in the Marsh, before 
being posted to RAF Driffield with 466 Squadron, where he served as a rear gunner.  

Observer's and air gunner's flying log book for Sergeant Charlie Darby, air gunner 

from 22 January 1944 to 16 January 1945. Charlie Darby was stationed at RAF 

Castle Kennedy and RAF Driffield where he flew Anson, Wellingtons and Halifaxes 

Mk 2 and 3. He took part in 30 night and daylight operations over Belgium, France, 

Germany and the Netherlands: Saint-Vith, Boulogne, Brest, Calais, Le Havre, 

Watten, Bochum, Bottrop, Cologne, Düsseldorf, Gelsenkirchen, Hannover, Jülich, 

Kiel, Koblenz, Ludwigshafen am Rhein, Magdeburg, Münster, Neuss, Oberhausen 

(Düsseldorf) Sterkrade, Opladen, Osnabrück, Wilhemshaven, Oostkapelle, 

Westkapelle. Operations include V-1 sites and army cooperation, with details on 

flack, searchlights and attacks by Me 109 and Me 110. 

 

 

 

 


