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Italian	philosopher	(1866–1952)	Benedetto	CroceKOCI,	COSMLMember	of	the	Senate	of	the	RepublicIn	office8	May	1948	–	20	November	1952ConstituencyNaplesMember	of	the	Constituent	Assembly	of	ItalyIn	office25	June	1946	–	31	January	1948ConstituencyAt-largeMinister	of	Public	EducationIn	office15	June	1920	–	4	July	1921Prime
MinisterGiovanni	GiolittiPreceded	byAndrea	TorreSucceeded	byOrso	Mario	CorbinoMember	of	the	Senate	of	the	Kingdom	of	ItalyIn	office26	January	1910	–	24	June	1946MonarchVictor	Emmanuel	III	Personal	detailsBorn(1866-02-25)25	February	1866Pescasseroli,	ItalyDied20	November	1952(1952-11-20)	(aged	86)Naples,	ItalyPolitical	partyPLI
(1922–1952)Spouse	Adele	Rossi	​	​(m.	1914;	died	1952)​Domestic	partner	Angelina	Zampanelli	​	​(m.	1893;	her	d.	1913)​ChildrenElena,	Alda,	Silvia,	LidiaAlma	materUniversity	of	NaplesProfessionHistorian,	writer,	landownerSignaturePhilosophy	careerEra20th-century	philosophyRegionWestern	philosophy	Italian	philosophy	SchoolNeo-
HegelianismClassical	liberalismHistorism[1]	(storicismo)Main	interestsHistory,	aesthetics,	politicsNotable	ideasLiberismAesthetic	expressivism	Influences	Vico	Rousseau	Kant	Fichte	Schelling	Hegel	Sanctis	Labriola	Gentile	Influenced	Guido	De	RuggieroCarlo	RosselliGiorgio	BassaniEugenio	MontaleGiovanni	GentileAntonio	GramsciJulius
EvolaGeorges	SorelR.	G.	CollingwoodJosé	Carlos	MariáteguiNorberto	BobbioGeorge	Mosse[2]	Benedetto	Croce	(Italian:	[beneˈdetto	ˈkroːtʃe];	25	February	1866	–	20	November	1952)[3]	was	an	Italian	idealist	philosopher,[4]	historian,[5]	and	politician	who	wrote	on	numerous	topics,	including	philosophy,	history,	historiography	and	aesthetics.	In	most
regards,	he	was	a	liberal,	although	he	opposed	both	laissez-faire	and	free	trade.	
Croce	had	considerable	influence	on	other	Italian	intellectuals,	including	both	the	Marxist	Antonio	Gramsci	and	the	Italian	Fascist	Giovanni	Gentile.[3]	Croce	was	the	president	of	the	worldwide	writers'	association	PEN	International	from	1949	until	1952.	He	was	nominated	for	the	Nobel	Prize	in	Literature	16	times.[6]	He	is	also	noted	for	his	"major
contributions	to	the	rebirth	of	Italian	democracy."[7]	He	was	an	elected	International	Member	of	both	the	American	Academy	of	Arts	and	Sciences	and	the	American	Philosophical	Society.[8][9]	Biography	Croce	was	born	in	Pescasseroli	in	the	Abruzzo	region	of	Italy.	His	family	was	influential	and	wealthy,	and	he	was	raised	in	a	very	strict	Catholic
environment.	Around	the	age	of	16,	he	quit	Catholicism	and	developed	a	personal	philosophy	of	spiritual	life,	in	which	religion	cannot	be	anything	but	a	historical	institution	where	the	creative	strength	of	mankind	can	be	expressed.	He	kept	this	philosophy	for	the	rest	of	his	life.	In	1883,	an	earthquake	occurred	in	the	village	of	Casamicciola	on	the
island	of	Ischia	near	Naples,	where	he	was	on	holiday	with	his	family,	destroying	the	home	they	lived	in.	

His	mother,	father,	and	only	sister	were	all	killed,	while	he	was	buried	for	a	long	time	and	barely	survived.	After	the	earthquake	he	inherited	his	family's	fortune	and—much	like	Schopenhauer—was	able	to	live	the	rest	of	his	life	in	relative	leisure,	devoting	a	great	deal	of	time	to	philosophy	as	an	independent	intellectual	writing	from	his	palazzo	in
Naples	(Ryn,	2000:xi[10]).	He	studied	law,	but	never	graduated,	at	the	University	of	Naples,	while	reading	extensively	on	historical	materialism.	His	ideas	were	publicized	at	the	University	of	Rome	towards	the	end	of	the	1890s	by	Professor	Antonio	Labriola.	
Croce	was	well	acquainted	with	and	sympathetic	to	the	developments	in	European	socialist	philosophy	exemplified	by	August	Bebel,	Friedrich	Engels,	Karl	Kautsky,	Paul	Lafargue,	Wilhelm	Liebknecht,	and	Filippo	Turati.	Influenced	by	Neapolitan-born	Gianbattista	Vico's	thoughts	about	art	and	history,[11]	he	began	studying	philosophy	in	1893.	Croce
also	purchased	the	house	in	which	Vico	had	lived.	His	friend,	the	philosopher	Giovanni	Gentile,	encouraged	him	to	read	Hegel.	
Croce's	famous	commentary	on	Hegel,	What	is	Living	and	What	is	Dead	of	the	Philosophy	of	Hegel,	was	published	in	1907.	Political	involvement	As	his	fame	increased,	Croce	was	persuaded,	against	his	initial	wishes,[verification	needed]	to	become	involved	in	politics.	In	1910,	he	was	appointed	to	the	Italian	Senate,	a	lifelong	position	(Ryn,	2000:xi).
[10]	He	was	an	open	critic	of	Italy's	participation	in	World	War	I,	feeling	that	it	was	a	suicidal	trade	war.	Although	this	made	him	initially	unpopular,	his	reputation	was	restored	after	the	war.	In	1919,	he	supported	the	government	of	Francesco	Saverio	Nitti	while	also	expressing	his	admiration	for	the	nascent	Weimar	Republic	and	the	German	Social
Democrats.[12]	He	was	Minister	of	Public	Education	between	1920	and	1921	for	the	5th	and	last	government	headed	by	Giovanni	Giolitti.	Benito	Mussolini	assumed	power	slightly	more	than	a	year	after	Croce's	exit	from	the	government;	Mussolini's	first	Minister	of	Public	Education	was	Giovanni	Gentile,	an	independent	who	later	became	a	fascist
and	with	whom	Croce	had	earlier	cooperated	in	a	philosophical	polemic	against	positivism.	Gentile	remained	minister	for	only	a	year	but	managed	to	begin	a	comprehensive	reform	of	Italian	education	that	was	based	partly	on	Croce's	earlier	suggestions.	Gentile's	reform	remained	in	force	well	beyond	the	Fascist	regime,	and	was	only	partly	abolished
in	1962.	Croce	was	instrumental	in	the	relocation	of	the	Biblioteca	Nazionale	Vittorio	Emanuele	III	to	Naples'	Palazzo	Reale	in	1923.	Relations	with	Italian	Fascism	Croce	initially	supported	Mussolini's	Fascist	government	that	took	power	in	1922.[13]	However,	the	assassination	by	Fascists	of	the	socialist	politician	Giacomo	Matteotti	in	June	1924
shook	Croce's	support	for	Mussolini.	In	May	1925	Croce	was	one	of	the	signatories	to	the	Manifesto	of	the	Anti-Fascist	Intellectuals	which	had	been	written	by	Croce	himself;	however,	in	June	of	the	previous	year,	he	had	voted	in	the	Senate	in	support	of	the	Mussolini	government.	He	later	explained	that	he	had	hoped	that	the	support	for	Mussolini	in
parliament	would	weaken	the	more	extreme	Fascists	who,	he	believed,	were	responsible	for	Matteotti's	murder.[citation	needed]	Croce	later	became	one	of	the	firmest	opponents	of	fascism.[14]	In	1928,	Croce	voted	against	the	law	which	effectively	abolished	free	elections	in	Italy	by	requiring	electors	to	vote	for	a	list	of	candidates	approved	by	the
Grand	Council	of	Fascism.[15]	He	became	increasingly	dismayed	by	the	number	of	ex-democrats	who	had	abandoned	their	former	principles.[15]	Croce	frequently	provided	financial	assistance	to	anti-Fascist	writers	and	dissidents	such	as	Giorgio	Amendola,	Ivanoe	Bonomi,	and	Meuccio	Ruini,	as	well	as	those	who	wanted	to	maintain	intellectual	and
political	independence	from	the	regime,	and	covertly	helped	them	get	published.[15]	Croce's	house	in	Turin	became	a	popular	destination	for	anti-Fascists,	and	after	the	war,	Amendola	along	with	communists	such	as	Eugenio	Reale	reflected	that	Croce	offered	aid	and	encouragement	to	both	liberal	and	Marxist	resistance	members	during	the	crucial
years.[15]	Croce	was	seriously	threatened	by	Mussolini's	regime,	though	the	only	act	of	physical	violence	he	suffered	at	the	hands	of	the	fascists	was	the	ransacking	of	his	home	and	library	in	Naples	in	November	1926.[16]	Although	he	managed	to	stay	outside	prison	thanks	to	his	reputation,	he	remained	subject	to	surveillance,	and	his	academic	work
was	kept	in	obscurity	by	the	government,	to	the	extent	that	no	mainstream	newspaper	or	academic	publication	ever	referred	to	him.	Croce	later	coined	the	term	onagrocrazia	(literally	"government	by	asses")	to	emphasize	the	anti-intellectual	and	boorish	tendencies	of	parts	of	the	Fascist	regime.[17]	However,	in	describing	Fascism	as	anti-intellectual
Croce	ignored	the	many	Italian	intellectuals	who	at	the	time	actively	supported	Mussolini's	regime,	including	Croce's	former	friend	and	colleague,	Gentile.	Croce	also	described	Fascism	as	malattia	morale	(literally	"moral	illness").	When	Mussolini's	government	adopted	antisemitic	policies	in	1938,	Croce	was	the	only	non-Jewish	intellectual	who
refused	to	complete	a	government	questionnaire	designed	to	collect	information	on	the	so-called	"racial	background"	of	Italian	intellectuals.[18][19][20][21]	Besides	writing	in	his	periodical,	Croce	used	other	means	to	express	his	anti-racism	and	to	make	public	statements	against	the	persecution	of	the	Jews.[22]	Brief	government	stints	and
constitutional	referendum	In	1944,	when	democracy	was	restored	in	Southern	Italy,	Croce,	as	an	"icon	of	liberal	anti-fascism",	became	minister	without	portfolio	in	governments	headed	by	Pietro	Badoglio	for	about	a	month	and	again	for	a	month	by	Ivanoe	Bonomi	(Ryn,	2000:xi–xii[10])	He	left	the	government	in	July	1944	but	remained	president	of
the	Liberal	Party	until	1947	(Ryn,	2000:xii[10]).	Croce	voted	for	the	Monarchy	in	the	1946	Italian	constitutional	referendum,	after	having	persuaded	his	Liberal	Party	to	adopt	a	neutral	stance.	He	was	elected	to	the	Constituent	Assembly	which	existed	in	Italy	between	June	1946	and	January	1948.	He	spoke	in	the	Assembly	against	the	Peace	treaty
(signed	in	February	1947),	which	he	regarded	as	humiliating	for	Italy.	He	declined	to	stand	as	provisional	President	of	Italy.	Philosophical	works	Croce's	most	interesting	philosophical	ideas	are	expounded	in	three	works:	Aesthetic	(1902),	Logic	(1908),	and	Philosophy	of	the	Practical	(1908),	but	his	complete	work	is	spread	over	80	books	and	40	years
worth	of	publications	in	his	own	bi-monthly	literary	magazine,	La	Critica	(Ryn,	2000:xi[10])	Croce	was	philosophically	a	pantheist,	but,	from	a	religious	point	of	view,	an	agnostic;[23]	however,	he	did	publish	an	essay	entitled	"Why	We	Cannot	Help	Calling	Ourselves	Christians".	This	essay	shows	the	Christian	roots	of	European	culture,	but	religion	is
considered	by	Croce	a	mere	propaedeutic	study	for	philosophy,	which	is	the	only	true	science:	philosophy	is,	in	fact,	the	science	of	spirit	(the	"Philosophy	of	Spirit").	Philosophy	of	spirit	This	section	does	not	cite	any	sources.	Please	help	improve	this	section	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.
(April	2011)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	template	message)	Heavily	influenced	by	Hegel	and	other	German	Idealists	such	as	Schelling,	Croce	produced	what	was	called,	by	him,	the	Philosophy	of	Spirit.	
His	preferred	designations	were	"absolute	idealism"	or	"absolute	historicism".	Croce's	work	can	be	seen	as	a	second	attempt	(contra	Kant)	to	resolve	the	problems	and	conflicts	between	empiricism	and	rationalism	(or	sensationalism	and	transcendentalism,	respectively).	He	calls	his	way	immanentism,	and	concentrates	on	the	lived	human	experience,
as	it	happens	in	specific	places	and	times.	Since	the	root	of	reality	is	this	immanent	existence	in	concrete	experience,	Croce	places	aesthetics	at	the	foundation	of	his	philosophy.	Domains	of	mind	Croce's	methodological	approach	to	philosophy	is	expressed	in	his	divisions	of	the	spirit,	or	mind.	
He	divides	mental	activity	first	into	the	theoretical,	and	then	the	practical.	The	theoretical	division	splits	between	aesthetic	and	logic.	This	theoretical	aesthetic	includes	most	importantly:	intuitions	and	history.	The	logical	includes	concepts	and	relations.	Practical	spirit	is	concerned	with	economics	and	ethics.	Economics	is	here	to	be	understood	as	an
exhaustive	term	for	all	utilitarian	matters.	

Each	of	these	divisions	has	an	underlying	structure	that	colors,	or	dictates,	the	sort	of	thinking	that	goes	on	within	them.	While	Aesthetic	is	driven	by	beauty,	Logic	is	subject	to	truth,	Economics	is	concerned	with	what	is	useful,	and	the	moral,	or	Ethics,	is	bound	to	the	good.	This	schema	is	descriptive	in	that	it	attempts	to	elucidate	the	logic	of	human
thought;	however,	it	is	prescriptive	as	well,	in	that	these	ideas	form	the	basis	for	epistemological	claims	and	confidence.	History	Croce	also	had	great	esteem	for	Vico,	and	shared	his	opinion	that	history	should	be	written	by	philosophers.	Croce's	On	History	sets	forth	the	view	of	history	as	"philosophy	in	motion",	that	there	is	no	"cosmic	design"	or
ultimate	plan	in	history,	and	that	the	"science	of	history"	was	a	farce.	Aesthetics	Croce's	work	Breviario	di	estetica	(The	Essence	of	Aesthetics)	appears	in	the	form	of	four	lessons	(quattro	lezioni)	in	aesthetics	that	he	was	asked	to	write	and	deliver	at	the	inauguration	of	Rice	University	in	1912.	He	declined	an	invitation	to	attend	the	event,	but	he
wrote	the	lessons	and	submitted	them	for	translation	so	that	they	could	be	read	in	his	absence.	In	this	brief,	but	dense,	work,	Croce	sets	forth	his	theory	of	art.	He	believed	that	art	is	more	important	than	science	or	metaphysics	since	only	art	edifies	us.	He	claimed	that	all	we	know	can	be	reduced	to	imaginative	knowledge.	Art	springs	from	the	latter,
making	it	at	its	heart,	pure	imagery.	All	thought	is	based	in	part	on	this,	and	it	precedes	all	other	thought.	The	task	of	an	artist	is	then	to	invent	the	perfect	image	that	they	can	produce	for	their	viewer	since	this	is	what	beauty	fundamentally	is	–	the	formation	of	inward,	mental	images	in	their	ideal	state.	Our	intuition	is	the	basis	for	forming	these
concepts	within	us.	Croce	was	the	first	to	develop	a	position	later	known	as	aesthetic	expressivism,[24]	the	idea	that	art	expresses	emotions,	not	ideas.[25]	(R.	G.	Collingwood	later	developed	a	similar	thesis.)[24]	Croce's	theory	was	later	debated	by	such	contemporary	Italian	philosophers	as	Umberto	Eco,	who	locates	the	aesthetic	within	a	semiotic
construction.[26]	Contributions	to	liberal	political	theory	Part	of	a	series	onLiberalism	Schools	Classical	Radical	Conservative	Cultural	Democratic	Feminist	Equity	Green	Internationalist	Muscular	National	Neo	Ordo	Progressive	Religious	Christian	Catholic	Islamic	Jewish	Secular	Social	Techno	Third	Way	Concepts	Consent	of	the	governed	Due
process	Democracy	Economic	liberalism	Economic	globalization	Equality	Gender	Legal	Federalism	Freedom	Economic	Market	Trade	Press	Religion	Speech	Harm	principle	Internationalism	Invisible	hand	Labor	theory	of	property	Lockean	proviso	Laissez-faire	Liberty	Negative	Positive	Limited	government	Market	economy	Natural	monopoly	Open
society	Permissive	society	Popular	sovereignty	Property	Private	Public	Rights	Civil	and	political	Natural	and	legal	To	own	property	To	bear	arms	Rule	of	law	Secularism	Secular	humanism	Separation	of	church	and	state	Separation	of	powers	Social	contract	Social	justice	Basic	income	Social	services	Welfare	state	State	of	nature	History	Age	of
Enlightenment	List	of	liberal	theorists	(contributions	to	liberal	theory)	Philosophers	Acton	Arnold	Aron	Badawi	Bastiat	Bentham	Berlin	Burke	Čapek	Cassirer	Collingwood	Condorcet	Constant	Croce	Emerson	Friedman	Guizot	Hayek	Hobhouse	Hu	Humboldt	Kant	Keynes	Korais	Kymlicka	List	Locke	Martineau	Mill	Milton	Mises	Montesquieu	Nozick
Ortega	Paine	Popper	Priestley	Rawls	Ricardo	Rousseau	Say	Sen	Smith	Spencer	Spinoza	Staël	Tocqueville	Turgot	Voltaire	Weber	Wollstonecraft	Politicians	Artigas	Broglie	Cavour	Cobden	Deák	Deakin	Einaudi	Gladstone	Gokhale	Itagaki	Jefferson	Jenkins	Juárez	Kemal	Kennedy	King	Kołłątaj	Kossuth	Lamartine	Levski	Lincoln	Lloyd	George	Macaulay
Madison	Madero	Mazzini	Milyukov	Mommsen	Naoroji	Ohlin	Pearson	Rathenau	Roosevelt	Sarmiento	Ståhlberg	Venizelos	Organizations	Africa	Liberal	Network	Alliance	of	Liberalsand	Democrats	for	Europe	Alliance	of	Liberalsand	Democrats	for	Europe	Party	Amnesty	International	Arab	Liberal	Federation	Council	of	Asian	Liberals	and	Democrats
European	Democratic	Party	European	Liberal	Youth	European	Party	for	Individual	Liberty	Humanists	International	International	Alliance	of	Libertarian	Parties	International	Federation	of	Liberal	Youth	Liberal	International	Liberal	Network	for	Latin	America	Liberal	parties	Liberal	South	East	European	Network	Regional	variants	Europe	Latin	America
Albania	Armenia	Australia	Austria	Belgium	Bolivia	Brazil	Bulgaria	Canada	Chile	China	Hong	Kong	Colombia	Costa	Rica	Croatia	Cuba	Cyprus	Czechia	Denmark	Ecuador	Egypt	Estonia	Finland	France	Georgia	Germany	Greece	Venizelism	Honduras	Hungary	Iceland	India	Iran	Israel	Italy	Liberism	Japan	Latvia	Lithuania	Luxembourg	Mexico	Moldova
Montenegro	Netherlands	New	Zealand	Nicaragua	Nigeria	North	Macedonia	Norway	Panama	Paraguay	Peru	Philippines	Poland	Cracovian	Portugal	Romania	Russia	Senegal	Serbia	Slovakia	Slovenia	South	Africa	South	Korea	Spain	Sweden	Switzerland	Taiwan	Thailand	Tunisia	Turkey	Ukraine	United	Kingdom	Cobdenism	Gladstonian	Manchester
Whiggism	United	States	Arizona	School	Classical	Jeffersonian	Modern	Uruguay	Venezuela	Zimbabwe	Related	topics	Anti-authoritarianism	Anti-communism	Bias	in	American	academia	Bias	in	the	media	Capitalism	Democratic	Centrism	Radical	centrism	Economic	freedom	Egalitarianism	Empiricism	Humanism	Individualism	Anarchist	Land	value	tax
Libertarianism	Left	Right	Pirate	Party	Sexually	liberal	feminism	Utilitarianism		Liberalism	portal		Politics	portalvte	Croce's	liberalism	differs	from	the	theories	advocated	by	most	proponents	of	liberal	political	thought,	including	those	in	Britain	and	in	the	United	States.	While	Croce	theorises	that	the	individual	is	the	basis	of	society,	he	rejects	social
atomism.	While	Croce	accepts	limited	government,	he	disputes	the	idea	that	the	government	should	have	fixed	legitimate	powers.	Croce	did	not	agree	with	John	Locke	about	the	nature	of	liberty.	Croce	believed	that	liberty	is	not	a	natural	right	but	an	earned	right	that	arises	out	of	continuing	historical	struggle	for	its	maintenance.	



Croce	defined	civilization	as	the	"continual	vigilance"	against	barbarism,	and	liberty	conformed	to	his	ideal	for	civilization	as	it	allows	one	to	experience	the	full	potential	of	life.	Croce	also	rejects	egalitarianism	as	absurd.	In	short,	his	variety	of	liberalism	is	aristocratic,	as	he	views	society	being	led	by	the	few	who	can	create	the	goodness	of	truth,
civilization,	and	beauty,	with	the	great	mass	of	citizens,	simply	benefiting	from	them	but	unable	to	fully	comprehend	their	creations	(Ryn,	2000:xii).[10]	In	Etica	e	politica	(1931),	Croce	defines	liberalism	as	an	ethical	conception	of	life	that	rejects	dogmatism	and	favors	diversity,	and	in	the	name	of	liberty	and	free	choice	of	the	individual,	is	hostile	to
the	authoritarianism	of	fascism,	communism,	and	the	Catholic	Church.[15]	While	Croce	realizes	that	democracy	can	sometimes	threaten	individual	liberty,	he	sees	liberalism	and	democracy	as	predicated	on	the	same	ideals	of	moral	equality	and	opposition	to	authority.[15]	Furthermore,	he	acknowledged	the	positive	historic	role	played	by	the	Socialist
parties	in	Italy	in	their	struggles	to	improve	conditions	for	the	working	class,	and	urged	modern	socialists	to	swear	off	dictatorial	solutions.[15]	In	contrast	to	the	socialists,	who	Croce	viewed	as	part	of	modernity	along	with	liberals,	his	condemnation	of	reactionaries	is	unremittingly	harsh.[15]	Croce	also	draws	a	distinction	between	liberalism	and
capitalism	or	laissez-faire	economic	doctrines.[15]	For	Croce,	capitalism	only	emerged	to	meet	certain	economic	needs	of	society,	and	could	be	changed	or	even	replaced	if	better	solutions	to	those	needs	were	found,	if	it	failed	to	promote	freedom,	or	if	economic	values	clashed	with	higher	values.[15]	Thus	liberalism	could	welcome	socialistic
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