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Community Assessment Update
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Service Area
RUMC–Staten Island Head Start/Early Head Start continues to serve Community Districts 1 and 2 on Staten Island, including the neighborhoods of Port Richmond, Mariners Harbor, Elm Park, New Brighton, St. George, Stapleton, Tompkinsville, Clifton, Rosebank, Concord, Grasmere, Dongan Hills, Midland Beach, South Beach, New Dorp, and surrounding communities. Program sites are located at Cassidy Place, Osgood Avenue, Port Richmond, and Dongan Hills.

Overview of Community Need
Data continue to demonstrate significant economic, educational, health, and housing challenges among families with young children, particularly within Community District 1. High concentrations of poverty, SNAP participation, cash assistance utilization, temporary housing, and foster care involvement remain concentrated in the North Shore communities served by the program.
The communities served by Staten Island Head Start continue to experience:
· High rates of child poverty.
· Significant housing instability.
· Increased demand for mental health services.
· Ongoing shortages of special education providers.
· Growing needs for family economic support services.
· Increased numbers of children requiring developmental and behavioral supports.
Population of Eligible Children
The service area continues to have a substantial population of Head Start and Early Head Start eligible children.

Based on available Census and community data:
· Community District 1 continues to have the highest concentration of children under age five living below the federal poverty level.
· ZIP Codes 10301, 10302, 10303, and 10304 continue to demonstrate the greatest concentration of Head Start eligible families.
· Birth trends indicate a continued need for Early Head Start services, particularly for infants and toddlers transitioning into preschool programs.
Housing and Economic Stability
Housing instability remains a significant concern throughout the service area.

Data indicate that over 1,000 children under age five may be experiencing temporary housing or homelessness annually. Families continue to report challenges related to:
· Affordable housing
· Food insecurity
· Employment stability
· Access to public benefits
· Transportation
The program continues to provide intensive family support services, referrals, and advocacy to address these needs.
Health and Developmental Needs
Community health indicators continue to support the need for comprehensive Head Start services.

Key needs include:
· Preventive medical and dental care
· Mental health services
· Nutrition services
· Prenatal and maternal health supports
· Developmental screenings and evaluations
The program continues to maintain partnerships with Richmond University Medical Center, the Elizabeth W. Pouch Center for Special People, local health providers, and community organizations to ensure access to services.

Children with Disabilities
The need for services for children with disabilities continues to increase.
The program currently serves a percentage of children with diagnosed disabilities that exceeds the federal requirement of 10 percent. However, obtaining evaluations and related services remains challenging due to shortages of:
· Speech therapists
· Occupational therapists
· Physical therapists
· Bilingual service providers
These shortages continue to affect timely service delivery and support the need for additional classroom staffing and reduced class sizes.
Early Childhood Education Availability
While Staten Island offers a variety of early childhood programs, many families continue to experience barriers related to:
· Program availability
· Location
· Cost
· Transportation
· Inclusion supports for children with disabilities
Many publicly funded and private child care programs operate in the community; however, demand remains high for comprehensive Head Start and Early Head Start services that include education, health, nutrition, disabilities services, and family support.
Program Implications
The findings from the 2026 Community Assessment Update support the program's proposed Change in Scope to:
· Reduce preschool classroom size.
· Increase classroom staffing.
· Enhance support for children with disabilities and behavioral needs.
· Improve individualized instruction.
· Reduce staff burnout.
· Strengthen school readiness outcomes.
· Improve staff retention and classroom quality.
Conclusion
The 2026 Community Assessment Update confirms that Staten Island Head Start/Early Head Start continues to serve a community with substantial economic, educational, health, and housing-related needs. Despite these challenges, strong partnerships with community organizations, health care providers, educational institutions, and local stakeholders position the program to continue delivering high-quality services that promote school readiness and strengthen family well-being.
Mission Statement

The role of The Staten Island Head Start Program and its collaborating partners is to provide comprehensive services to children and their families. We are dedicated to serving the community and being a vital link between the families of Staten Island and all available community resources.
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