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Associate Professor of Economics
Norwich University

Northfield, VT
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Dr. Najiba Benabess previously served as a full time
professor at the University of Monterrey in
Guadalajara, Mexico. Her background and research in
Economics focus on Industrial Organization,
Macroeconomics and Economic Development.

Dr. Benabess is currently the director of school of
Business and Management and Associate Professor of
Economics and Quantitative Methods at Norwich
University in Northfield Vermont. She also the
Associate Academic Program Director for the MBA
program. She earned a Ph.D. in Economics from the
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee.

THEME SPEAKERS

Adefunke Adetutu Cdumosu and Fatai Adeshina
Kelani, Department of Economics, Adeniran
Ogunsanya College of Education, Otto/ Ijanikin, Lagos
state, Nigeria. Topic: Agricultural Transformation,
Small Scale Business and Economic Growth in
Lagos state, Nigeria.
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THEME SPEAKERS

' Anna M. Nielsen
Research Analyst
Argonne National Laboratory
=9 4 Washington DC

| Ph.D. Student, Public Policy
School of Policy, Government,
and International Affairs
George Mason University

Anna Nielsen is Research Analyst at Argonne
National Laboratory, contributing to a wide variety
of projects focusing on national security and
internationalaffairs supporting the government and
international organizations. Previously, she was an
Intelligent Analyst at the Department of Homeland
Security’s Counterterrorism and Criminal
Exploitation Unit.

Rudolf F. Klein, Ph.D.
v Research Assistant
=N Professor Department
N 4 of Economics

o Sweet Briar College
4 Sweet Briar, VA

Rudy Klein received his Ph.D. in economics from
West Virginia University (WVU) and B.S. in
economics from the Academy of Economic Studies
in Bucharest, Romania. Before joining Sweet Briar
College, he worked as a graduate teaching assistant
for the International MBA program at WVU.

His research gravitates around linear factor models,
with emphasis on orthogonalization procedures,
systematic risk, stochastic dominance, investor
sentiment, and applications to international
economics.
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HONORARY GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr. Mansur Hasib, CISSP, PMP,
CPHIMS
Global Speaker and Author
of Cybersecurity Leadership (2014),
and Impact of Security Culture on
u Security Compliance in Healthcare
P (2014)
;&; ff www.cybersecurityleadership.com
W/

A global thought leader, Dr. Hasib has ied
technology and cybersecurity strategy for almost 30
years in healthcare, education, biotechnology, and
energy. He is a frequent speaker at local, national,
and international conferences in healthcare
information technology and cybersecurity and
privacy.

pro == Sergey lvanov, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of

gF Managsment
F School of Business and Public
E ¥ Administration University of the
k ) District of Columbia
Washington DC
) \ vww.Sergeylvanov.org

Dr. Ivanov's professional practice and scholarly
interests are in the field of scientific organizational
research in government, multinationals, and military
organizations. He received Ph.D. from The George
Washington University’s School of Business, working
under the leadership of Dr. Elliott Jagues on dynamic
theories in organizational science. He provided
consultancy services to a wide variety of
organizations, including the U.S. Department of
Defense, Fortune 1000 Corporations, and others
clients.
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| Omar Alarfaj

| Candidate for Master of Science
| in Economics

L University of lllinois Urbana

= Champaign

Urbana, IL

Alina Klein, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Economics
’; Lynchburg College

Lynchburg, VA

Alina Klein earned a Ph.D. in Economics at West
Virginia University in Morgantown, WYV. Alina has
publications in the International Economics and
International Finance fields,where her research
interests also lie. Alina earned the Kaiser Best
Doctoral Student Award at West Virginia University
in 2009 and the Sydnor Award for Teaching
Excellence in Business and Economics at Lynchburg
College in 2014.

Dr. Nayef Alshammari, Assistant Professor,
Department of Economics, College of Business
Administration, Kuwait University, Kuwait City,
Kuwait. Topic: Good Governance and Economic
Development Linkages Across Regions



