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SPRING CONCERT

MAY & <« LAST-PARENT-CLUB MEETING OF-THE

rsai’:zote\:?e@;::mcwsw REMEMBRANCE NAY 44, 2025°€ 7PN, ST.
iy JOSEPH PARISH CHURCH

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION

JUNE 4, 2025 @ 1PM, ST.
JOSEPH PARISH CHURCH"

MAY 9- MAY DEVOTIONAL LED BY
2 g 8™ GRADE, 9:45AM

MAY 11- MOTHER'S DAY s
MAY 12 - DC CHAPERONE MTG € §PM

MAY 21-MAY 23 - UPPER HALL WASHINGTON

8TH GRADE GRADUATION
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DC TRIP .
MAY 26 MEMORIAU DAY, NO'ScHOOL ™™~~~ 1 JUNE 5, 2025 8 1PN-NASS,

n »
JUNE 4 - FIELD DAY ‘ ,;:ST. JOSEPH PARISH CHURCI-::
JUNE S - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL-DISMISSAL mmmenmneEE e " "
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AMHERST BUS RIDERS:

==E5129-NOAFTERNOON BUSSING
-5/30-6/5-NO BUSSING AT ALL!

MEREERE NS

MAP TESTING WILL TAKE PLACE

MAY 12-23.
*GET A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP!
lEAmmm:Ak:A STl
*PLEASE TRY TO AVO1ID ANY EARLY
DISMISSALS ORLATE ARRIVALS
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INFO ALSO AT: STSAMHERST.ORG




ST. JOSERPH & NATIVITY PARISHES
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& piscover How 10
LOVE LIKE JESUS o)

A WEEK LONG CAMP FOR KIDS ENTERING PREK (4 YEARS OLD)
THRU 4™ GRADE. KIDS WILL LEARN WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE TO
FOLLOW JESUS AND BE EMPOWERED TO MOVE THEIR FAITH INTO
ACTION! DAILY ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: MUSIC, CRAFTS,
STORYTELLING, GAMES AND SNACKS!

TIME: 9:00AM - 11:30AM
COST: $25.00 PER KID
REGISTRATION OPENS: FRIDAY MAY 23%°
REGISTRATION CLOSES: MONDAY JUNE 2"°

————

VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDI

Both Adult and Youth Volunteers are needed'
Please email Joy at joyrivera@stjosephamherst.com
for more information or with any questions!




Please join us for

St. Joseph School’s
production of

FRIDAY MAY 2nd & SATURDAY MAY 3rd
St. Joseph School Gym
7pm

Music by
Alan Menken
Lyrics by
Howard Ashman, Tim Rice and Chad Beguelin
Book by
Chad Beguelin

Based on the Disney film written by
Ron Clements, John Musker, Ted Elliott & Terry Rossio
and directed and produced by John Musker & Ron Clements

7 Director
%Mrs. Kristin Kermes

Music Director/ Choreographer
Mrs. Gabie Whiteman

Costumes/Set Design
Mr. Justin Bilewicz

Tickets will be sold at the door- CASH ONLY
$10- General Admission
$5- Students

**Please only enter through DOOR D with the blue awning for entrance.
Also, snacks and flowers will be available for purchase.

Disney’s Aladdin JR. is presented through special arrangement with and all authorized materials are supplied by

Music Theatre International, New York, NY .
717_KA1_AAR4A mtichnwe rnm
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Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.

May 2025

Thoughtful |
Moments

St. Augustine of Canterbu

St. Augustine was an
[talian Benedictine
monk who was
friends with Pope St.
Gregory the Great. £
Pope Gregory ST
thought so highly of )
St. Augustine that he sent him to go
and re-evangelize England, whose
people were disheartened because
of ongoing invasions. Thankfully,
King Ethelbert of Kent welcomed
the monks to England and allowed
them to preach the Gospel there.

St. Augustine and his companions
successfully converted southern
England, and St. Augustine became
the first Archbishop of Canterbury.

“May it be done to me according
to your word” (Luke 1:38)

When faced with events beyond
her understanding or control, Mary
leaned on God. We, too, encounter
situations we can’t understand or
control. That's when we can imitate
Mary’s trust in God. His plan for her
worked out better than she could
have dreamed. The same will be true

St. Joseph School, Amherst
Mrs. Amy Makruski, Principal

“Behold your Mother”

Remember, although she was full of
grace, Mary lived a mostly
ordinary, often difficult life.
Jesus gave her to us as our
spiritual mother (John
19:27) so we could
follow her example,
know Him more
deeply, and be part of
His family.

Mary leads us to
Jesus. In the
Gospels, Mary
always brought
people to Jesus—or
brought Him to
them. She talked
about Him,
pointed to Him, and
stayed near Him. When we pray the
Rosary as a family, Mary helps us
reflect on Christ’s life, one mystery ata
time. If you want your family to grow
closer to Jesus, start by spending time
with His mother.

Why Do
Catholics

Do That @

Why do Catholics
invoke the Holy Spirit?

Mary is a model for family life.
Her “yes” to God at the
Annunciation continued daily,
through every joy and
hardship — fleeing to
Egypt, raising Jesus,
watching Him suffer. In
blessings and struggles,
she shows us how to
say “yes” to God
through our
parenting
challenges.
“Behold your
mother” (John
19:27). Mary
isn't distant —
she’s our
mother. Jesus
wants us to draw close to her,
talk to her, and love her. We are never
alone. We can always turn to God,
but our heavenly mother is always
with us, praying for us, and guiding
us home.

As the Third receptive to God’s
for us. @ Person of the grace. He also teaches
Trinity, the Hol and helps us to pray. He
“Our Lady said yes Tinity the 1oLy P pray

guides and protects us, just
as He guides and protects

the Church. Through His
gifts, He inspires and enables
us to do the good we ought to
do.

Spirit is invoked every
time we make the Sign
of the Cross. In Baptism,
He dwells in our souls and
makes us children of God
(Romans 8:15). He makes us

for the human
race. Each one
of us must

echo that yes for
our own lives.”
Caryll Houselander
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What to do when “everyone else is doing it”

Your 10-year-old wants to play a T- or M-rated video ’ especially those with more experience. Their
game because “everyone else has it.” Your 8-year-old R perspective can help you see more clearly.
wants a phone to send emails and messages like Trust your instincts. Just because something is
“all” her friends. So how do we decide wisely when popular doesn’t mean it’s good. If something doesn’t
our children insist that everyone else is doing it? feel right, it probably isn’t. God often speaks to us
Start by asking; Is this good for my child’s soul? through that quiet inner sense.
Will it help build the virtues essential to strong Most importantly, pray. Actively ask God for the
character—faith, hope, charity, prudence, justice, grace to lead your children well. He can reach their
fortitude, and temperance? Or could it hinder hearts in ways we can’t. A simple prayer —“Jesus, I
growth of these critical virtues? trust in You”—can lead to the best, most
Seek guidance from trustworthy parents, trustworthy guidance.

Scriptire| John 14:23-29, k Parent

Jesus is always with us TA D_: K

This Gospel reading comes from He taught them. Lastly, He promised
Jesus’ Farewell Speech at the Last them — and us — that He would
Supper. After spending three return.
years together, He had to What can a parent do?
prepare the close-knit group Remind children that
for His departure. He was Jesus is still present
going to suffer, die, and among us today in the
rise again. After that night, Church. Tell them we
everything would be v meet Him in prayer,
different: they would not encounter Him in the
see Him in the same way again. Sacraments, hear Him

Yet, He promised He would not in the Scriptures, and
leave them orphans. He would not receive Him in the

My older daughter, Kara, was late
getting ready for school every
day—making the whole family late.
Meanwhile, my other
daughter, Tessa,
regularly “forgot” her

chores. I was pretty
frustrated with their
irresponsibility.
Finally, I told
them, “If you're late or forget your
responsibilities, you'll write an essay.”
The next time my older daughter was

abandon them. _He gssured them that EuchansF at Mass. late, I assigned a 300-word essay on the
He would remain with them if they Encourage them to pray to Him . . .
. . importance of being on time. Her first
loved Him and kept His word. Jesus whenever they want. He loves them L
1d send the Holy Spiri id al di b 100 § draft was sloppy, so I had her rewrite it
would send the Holy Spirit to guide, ways and is never too busy or too far _ twice. The final version was

comfort, teach, and remind them of all away to help them. thoughtful—and she started showing

™~ \@ up on time.
Fe(] S'I's é? \ ﬁ May 20 - St. Bernardine of When my younger daughter skipped

® Siena (1444). St Bemard channeled her chores, I assigned her a paragraph
ce I eb I‘afl ons his boundless energy and joy into detailing why chores matter. She
running the local hospital during the ignored it at first and lost play time, but
May 1 - St. Joseph the Worker (1st great plague in Europe. At twenty-two, eventually completed the assignment
century). Joseph, a humble carpenter, he became a Franciscan friar. After and started “remembering” her chores.
was entrusted with the care of the years in solitude, he traveled around The results? Calmer mornings, an
Blessed Mother and Jesus—a Ttaly, preaching. He later became the ordered home, and a powerful lesson
responsibility he carried with quiet General of the Friars of the Strict learned: responsibility is part of family
strength, unwavering devotion, and Observance. life. Discipline, done with love, benefits
deep obedience to God. May 29 ~ Solemnity of the everyone.
May 13 - Our Lady of Fatima (1917).  Ascension of the Lord (1st Century). . .
The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Today marks the Ovur Mission
three shepherd children near Fatima, completion of Jesus’ ) To help parents raise faithful Catholic children
Portugal, and asked that they pray the mission of salvation and @l@ Publishers Z‘;%:f:wi‘::ll‘;l;:ﬁf e L o R
Rosary for peace, for the end of World His triumphant entry into (540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
War I, for sinners, and for the conversion  Heaven. (Observance may htp://www.partnessinfaith.com
of Russia. be moved to Sunday.) the g@:ﬁ?sﬁﬁfﬁmﬁﬁﬁiéﬁ?ﬁ:éimﬁlogme‘)
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