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everything about her life was perfect.

she…

once upon a time, high in the Pyrenees 
mountains, there lived a pampered big white 
dog named Princess Penelope. 



Wait just a minute. What’s with all this 
fairy tale stuff? 

hi. i’m Penny. let me tell you the story of 
how i got my name.



Just like you, i don’t remember a lot about 
my life when i was a baby. There was a 
big grassy area where i played with my 
brothers and sisters.



sometimes, families came to see us. When 
my brothers and sisters climbed into their 
laps, the people would snuggle with them 
and tell them how cute they are.



What i remember most is that there was 
room to run. so i did!

sometimes someone would try to catch 
me. They would tell me i was beautiful, and 
that they just wanted to snuggle.



i was too busy protecting my world to 
care. i noticed everything. if something was 
out of place, i would know it. nothing got past 
me. i had to guard my brothers and sisters 
since they appeared to be quite helpless.



But it always ended the same. The people 
would say they really liked me. They thought 
i was the most beautiful one of the bunch, 
but that i was just a little too independent 
for them—whatever that means. 

They would pick out one of the more 
loveable, cuddly white fluff balls and be on 
their way. 



Everything was going along just fine until…

all of my brothers and sisters were gone 
and the families stopped coming.



Then one day my whole world changed. 
i don’t know how it happened, but i was in 
a strange new place with cars whizzing by 
me. Where was my mom? Where were the 
people who brought me food?



How did I get here? Had I been bad? What 
was I going to do? So I did the only thing I 
knew how to do—i ran.



I had no food, no water, and no fluffy bed. 
everything in my world was out of place.



or maybe it was me that was out of place. 
This was not my world.



What would I eat? What would I drink? 
Where, oh where would I sleep? I had to 
think fast. And run even faster!



  Food. 

  Water.

  shelter.



i don’t know how long i was there. i was 
just a kid, so even a few days seemed like a 
lifetime. somehow, i found a way to get by. 
i missed my mom!



one day a lady appeared in my new 
world. she sat on the ground and talked in 
a sweet calm voice. she had a bowl of food 
that she offered to me.

i really wanted the food, but i didn’t know 
if i should trust her. she was a stranger in 
my world. But then again, she had food…

I finally gave in and ate the food. The lady 
seemed nice and told me how beautiful 
i was.



The lady came back every day. she gave 
me food and even offered me treats. The 
treats came with a catch though. i had to 
get closer to her. Part of me wanted to enjoy 
the tasty treats, but my independent streak 
made me keep my distance.



I finally gave in to my stomach. I really 
wanted those treats. What harm can it do 
to sit in a lap for a few minutes?



it was just like old times. i did a little 
snuggling, and then i ran so she would 
chase me. sometimes she even brought a 
friend along to join in the fun.



eventually, i was too tired, hungry, and 
homesick to play this game. if they wanted 
to hold me that badly, i’d let them.

Wow! That was a decision that changed 
my life.



Before i could even bark in protest, i 
was in the lady’s lap, in the front seat of a 
truck going…

Where exactly were they taking me?



i don’t know where we went, but it was 
a wonderful place. There were lots of big 
white dogs just like me.



There was a nice lady there named 
Martha who pampered me. i got washed, 
and brushed, and fed. oh yes, the food!



There was a big white dog named scooter 
who sort of ran the place. he took me under 
his wing and made me feel at home.



This place was great! i had my own room 
with my own bed. i wanted to stay awake 
and talk to my new friends, but i was just…
so…tired…



Martha decided i needed a name. After 
she heard my story from the nice lady with 
the treats, she said that i was one lucky 
penny to turn up like i did.

so, i had a name. The lucky part got 
dropped because all of us at Martha’s were 
lucky. Penny it was!



now all i needed was a family of my own. 
Martha said she had just the family for me. 
she made a phone call and my prospective 
parents were on their way.



It was love at first sight! I had learned 
something really important. There is a time 
to run and a time to snuggle.



This was definitely a time to snuggle.



i had found my forever home. i really am 
a very lucky Penny!
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