
Asaka Single Malt Whisky 
from Yamazakura 

Origin: Japan 
Type: Single Malt 
Alcohol: 50% by volume 
Grain:  Barley 
Bottle Size:  700 ml 
Distilled: Twice 

Sasanokawa`s old distillery plant called as “Asaka” rebooted for single 
malt whiskey. The distillery is the site where many casks of Hanyu were 
matured by Ichiro Akuto-san to eventually end up in bottles as his 
legendary Ichiro's Malt Card Series.  

Being in existence since 1765, now a well-established 
distillery, Sasanokawa Shuzo's journey as spirits producers 
began producing fine sake but it wasn't until 1946 they 
started making blended whisky. Word spread quickly until 
they became a must-have in the region, able to compete 
against Japanese whisky majors such as Suntory and Nikka. 

Asaka plain, Fukushima Prefecture, through which flows the 
Asaka canal, is home to the Asaka distillery, maker of the only local 
whisky in the Tohoku region. It was founded in 1946 when the 
Yamazakura Shuzo obtained a whisky license. Its history as a sake 
brewery stretches back more than 300 years to its establishment on the 
southern shore of Lake Inawashiro in 1710. 

  In 1765 it moved to Koriyama and continued to produce its 
famous sake, bathed in the wind blowing down Mt. Bandai. But the 
shortage of rice following the war forced the brewery on hard times. 
That is when it turned to making whisky, which gained popularity with 
the influx of western culture. 
 

Tasting notes:
Key malt filled in bourbon barrel without peat flavor, and aged for 3 years in 
the hot summers and cold winters.  

On the palate, the taste is so gentle and rich like typical smooth Japanese 
whiskey. 

Non-chill filtered with a natural color finish. 


