  VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
REGULAR MEETING 
October 5, 2026

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman			        	Attorney: Robert J. Allan 
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 
	   Trustee Mark Eckert 			
	   Trustee James Lighton 				5 people in attendance

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Camillus Fire Department

Chief Hartford stated the fire department is at 355 alarms as of today. Chief Joe DiFabio sent an email to the Board regarding the status of Truck 8. The Chiefs hope to have the appraisal completed in November and the fire department has the funds for the appraisal. The annual pump certification is scheduled for tomorrow. The Caretakers worked one day but one had to leave early. Chief Hartford stated the Caretakers will be bringing their paperwork to the Village Clerk and to let him know if she does not receive the paperwork. 
The fire department is holding their Open House this Saturday. The generator base has been repaired. Chief Hartford signed the contract for JRC Technologies to take over for BOCES at the end of the year to ensure they have continual coverage. There is a question as to whether the fire department can keep the BOCES equipment. Chief Fred Isgar stated they need to come up with a plan to upgrade. Chief Hartford stated they have tower training at Onondaga tonight. 
The Clerk handed out the Caretaker assessment A3410.102 as requested by the Board at the previous meeting. The Caretaker line A3410.102 will be short at the end of 2027 with three Caretakers in 2027 at 20 hours a week even with including the Caretaker account in Solvay Bank but this does not take into consideration time off or responding to calls off the clock. Chief Hartford stated Chief DiFabio is telling the Caretakers they do not need to sign up for NYSLRS (NYS Retirement). The Clerk agreed and stated that if any of the Caretakers are already enrolled in NYSLRS, they must participate in NYSLRS as Caretakers. The Caretakers must complete the form stating NYSLRS was offered to them. Chief Isgar stated they took into account not hiring Caretakers until later than anticipated, losing one for quite a while and the funds not used this year would roll into next year. The Clerk stated there would not be any funds remaining in the Caretaker line this year but there would be funds in the Solvay Caretaker account which could be allocated to the Caretaker line in 2027.  
Mayor Waterman stated the Village annually overrides the tax levy limit and opened the Public Hearing. 
VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS ALSO HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, Onondaga County, New York, will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday October 5, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider a proposed local law to override the text levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c.
	The Public Hearing will be at the Village Hall, 37 Main Street, in the Village of Camillus, at which time all interested parties will be heard.
 	Information regarding the proposed local law is open to inspection at the Office of the Village Clerk by appointment. Communications in writing, in relation to the proposed local law, may be filed with the Board of Trustees either before or at the hearing. 
September 21, 2026 
RICHARD A. WATERMAN
Mayor, Village of Camillus

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board opened the Public Hearing to consider a proposed local law to override the text levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c at 5:09 p.m.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board waived the reading of the Public Notice.
Belle Brown, 23 South Street, asked why the tax levy had to be passed every year. Attorney Allan stated state law says we cannot override the tax limit unless we have a Public Hearing to override the state law.
Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board closed the Public Hearing at 5:10 p.m.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board passed Local Law #3 to override the text levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c.
The voting was as follows:
		Richard Waterman		Mayor		Yes
		Martin Rinaldo		Trustee		Yes
		Ann Eckert			Trustee		Yes
		Mark Eckert 			Trustee		Yes
		James Lighton			Trustee		Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Mayor Waterman stated the Village Clerks, and he will begin working on the 2027 Budget tomorrow and the Board will go over the budget at the Special Meeting on October 13, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
Code Enforcement
Mayor Waterman stated he and Code Enforcement Officer John Raflowski have worked on the Village of Camillus permit fees and presented the proposed changes to the Board. Payment must be received before permits are reviewed. Discussion was held regarding each proposed permit fee and edits were made. The Board will vote on the revised permit fee schedule at the next meeting.
Attorney Allan stated the processor for 2 Feeder Bank is serving the children of the deceased owners so the Public Administrator can be appointed.
Attorney Allan stated he sent a letter to the owners of 10 North Street regarding the water damaged apartment. Mr. Raflowski has not been back in the apartment and the tenant who was complaining has left but that does not excuse the issue. Mr. Raflowski believes what he has seen is cause for him to inspect the whole building, so if the landlord does not comply, Mr. Raflowski will need to get a warrant. Mr. Raflowski left the meeting at 5:40 p.m. for another inspection he had scheduled.
Mayor Waterman stated Byrne Dairy will hold their soft opening on November 18, 2026. The Village anticipates holding a Grand Opening for Byrne Dairy at 10:00 a.m. on December 5, 2026 and invite the local politicians. This is the same day as the Village Tree Lighting.
Mayor Waterman investigated the Home Repair/Bayberry Loans and learned Ryan McMahon selects the eligible communities and usually one a year. Mayor Waterman will continue to get more information on getting the Village eligible.
The VIP (Village Incentive Project) money was recently at risk and was going to be taken away from municipalities and put in a contingency account. Mayor Waterman made several calls and learned the vote was withdrawn.
The Village needs to pass a resolution for the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium to increase the insurance rates by 17.5%. The Resolution is as follows:
	RESOLUTION: 1 Approval of the 2027 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement of the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium
		WHEREAS, the Village of Camillus is a Participant in the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium (the “Consortium”), a municipal cooperative organized under Article 47 of the New York Insurance Law, and
	WHEREAS, the municipal participants in the Consortium, including this body, have approved and executed a certain Municipal Cooperative Agreement (the “Agreement”; effective date of October 1, 2010), and
	WHEREAS, Article 47 of the New York Insurance Law (the “Insurance Law”) and the rules and regulations of the New York State Department of Financial Services set forth certain requirements for governance of municipal cooperatives that offer self-insured municipal cooperative health insurance plans, and
	WHEREAS, the Agreement sets forth in Section Q2 that continuation of the Consortium under the terms and conditions of the Agreement, or any amendments or restatements thereto, shall be subject to Board review and upon acceptance of any new Participant hereafter, and
	WHEREAS, the Village of Camillus, is in receipt of the proposed amended Agreement and has determined that it is in the best interest of its constituents who are served by the Consortium to amend the Agreement as set forth in the Amended Municipal Cooperative Agreement, now therefore be it
	RESOLVED, that upon receipt and review of the amended Agreement, the Village of Camillus approves at a meeting of the governing body held on October 5, 2026 and authorizes the Chief Elected Official to sign the 2027 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement (Effective 1.1.27) of the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium as recommended by the Board of Directors.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board authorized Mayor Waterman to sign the 2027 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement (Effective 1.1.27) of the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium.
The voting was as follows:
		Richard Waterman		Mayor		Yes
		Martin Rinaldo		Trustee		Yes
		Ann Eckert			Trustee		Yes
		Mark Eckert 			Trustee		Yes
		James Lighton			Trustee		Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Mayor Waterman stated the murals for the Finger Lakes Railway bridge are on hold as the bridge appears to still be leaking and would discolor any murals that would be painted there. The muralist suggested boards bolted to the concrete with plywood on top and the mural painted on top. Mayor Waterman is not sure Finger Lakes would want bolts in the bridge wall. He is waiting to hear back from them. The plywood would raise the cost to $3000 per mural.
Mayor Waterman stated he is hoping Senator Chris Ryan will be able to help get money next year for repairing Main Street. The County will not give any more money for the road as they gave $140,000 a few years ago and the Village must wait 10 years before the County will provide money for the same road. Discussion was had regarding options including the possibility of a toll booth. Mayor Waterman will see Senator Ryan on Thursday.
Mayor Waterman received an email from Ann Clancy, Town Assessor, about a tax exemption for veterans with permanent disabilities resulting from injuries incurred during service. Mayor Waterman read the letter and stated there are 258 disabled veterans in Camillus, which includes residents in the Village. Approximately 51 meet the current criteria and an additional 55 applicants may meet the criteria with additional documentation. The Village of Camillus could adopt a local law to provide full exemption from real property taxes, special ad valorem levees, and special assessments on the primary resident of the veteran who has permanent disability. Mayor Waterman stated the Town is waiting until the County makes a decision. Attorney Allan will review the new law. 
Camillus Trail
Mayor Waterman stated he attended a Zoom meeting with Doug Sutherland, New York State and Onondaga County. The State found a rule in 2024 stating that no other passageways could go under their underpasses, which is what the Camillus Trail is doing. The trail is not changing but Barton and Loguidice are to show the State how the trail will go under the underpass and still allow clearance, will not interfere with the bridge and will not create a snowplowing problem. The Village received the first reimbursement from the grant funds for bills paid to Barton and Loguidice.
The Village also received a check for $9,150 from Camillus Heights for the 2026 Sewer fees which were inadvertently left off the tax bill.
Online Payments
The Clerk stated she has asked for information from Solvay Bank but the only option they currently offer has a fee of $670 a year which cannot be passed on to the people using the credit service. The Village has a Venmo business account which was okay for a mattress or two a couple times a year, however the number of permits being issued is increasing and many residents want to pay instantly with a credit card and not wait for a check to arrive in the mail before Mr. Raflowski will even review the application. Many cannot make it to the Village Hall during normal business hours. Trustee Mark Eckert suggested sending people to Solvay Bank to get a bank check or use the ATM. This would not be a viable option for a business such as a roofing company and does not solve the problem of people wanting to call in their payment because they cannot make it to the office. Attorney Allan suggested a separate bank account just for online payments. Trustee Mark Eckert asked what other municipalities are doing. Liverpool currently uses M&T and Hamer is the online payment partner. We are currently looking to open an account with M&T as they offer online payment options at no cost to the municipality. Attorney Allan advised not to use Venmo anymore and to try to open an account at another bank. Mayor Waterman and the Clerk will talk to M&T Bank. Trustee Lighton asked how the Village would know when payment was made. The Clerk believes the Village receives an email notification.
Mayor Waterman asked if Attorney Allan had received a response to his letter to the Smoke Shop regarding closing at 8:00 p.m. Attorney Allan stated he has not and will follow up on his note to take them to court.
Mayor Waterman passed around photos of the trash and debris at 9 Green Street. Attorney Allan will file a citation and take Scott Suarez to court.
Attorney Allan stated he sent a letter to 7 North Street putting him on notice that he is responsible for any damage caused by his tree. A lengthy discussion was held regarding the condition of the tree, the homeowner’s responsibility, and the need to inspect the tree in one year.
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the proposed local law Attorney Allan is working on regarding wildflowers. NYCOM stated it would be difficult to enforce a law regarding wildflowers. 
Public Comments
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any Public comments. There were none. 
Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about the vouchers. There were none. Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #16 was approved as follows:
      		General Fund		                       $16,376.93
         		Sewer Fund				      $12.00
		
		
Meeting Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding the September 21, 2026 Minutes. There were none. 
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board approved the Minutes of September 21, 2026.
Trustee Reports
Trustee Mark Eckert asked if there was any information on the progress of the gas station’s reopening. No one has heard anything. Trustee Mark Eckert asked if there was any information regarding the side-tapered inlet that was crushed on the easterly side of the South Street bridge stormwater culvert. Mayor Waterman will follow up with Ken Stoneburg.
Trustee Ann Eckert asked if a letter can be written to the Town and request the ditch on South Street be cleaned out again. The Town of Camillus is responsible for maintaining the ditch. Trustee Ann Eckert will start working on the supplies for the Tree Lighting and will get with the Clerk to find out what is remaining from last year.
Attorney Allan read a letter from Mr. Raflowski regarding the number of vehicles and condition of the vehicles at 10 Elderkin Avenue. Trustee Ann Eckert stated if the vehicles are registered then there is nothing that can be done. Attorney Allan stated he feels Mr. Raflowski is stating the vehicles should not be all over the yard. The vehicles are in the backyard.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
Carrie Grooms, Clerk/Treasurer

