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PUBLIC HEARINGS & REGULAR MEETING 
November 17, 2025

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman 				Attorney: Robert J. Allan 
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 					
	   Trustee Mark Eckert				
   Trustee James Lighton 				9 people in attendance
	   				 

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The next Board meeting is December 1, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. 

Camillus Fire Department
Chief Fred Isgar stated the fire department was asking why the fire department monthly meetings need to be sent to the Village. Trustee Ann Eckert stated the Village Board oversees the fire department, and this is how the Board stays informed. Mayor Waterman stated the Camillus Fire Department Minutes have always been sent to the Village Board.

Attorney Robert Allan stated the exhaust system was put out for bid and received one bid and the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services (DHSES) requires the following Resolution:


WHEREAS, the Village of Camillus Board of Trustees (Board of Trustees) has heretofore sought proposals from qualified vendors to provide and install a stainless-steel magnetic emergency vehicle exhaust evacuation system at the Camillus Fire Station located at 5801 Newport Road, Camillus, New York 13031; and

WHEREAS, only one vendor, to wit:  Air Cleaning Systems, Inc. of Latham, New York 12110, submitted a proposal for that work to be done; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Village of Camillus (Village) Local Law #5 of 2024 and Chapter 5 of the Code of the Village of Camillus, the Village has adopted “Procurement:  Best Value Methodology for Purchase and Public Works Contracts” for purchase of public goods and services; and

WHEREAS, since only one vendor submitted a proposal, the Board of Trustees believes it is prudent to review that proposal using the Best Value Methodology;

NOW THEREFORE,
IT IS RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees makes the following findings:
1. The vehicle exhaust evacuation system must be of the highest quality as it relates to the physical health and condition of Camillus Fire Department (CFD) volunteers.
2. The evacuation system is needed as soon as possible due to concerns for the health of CFD volunteers.
3. Air Cleaning Systems, Inc. has provided documentation as to recent multiple installations of similar exhaust systems and provided a list of references for such installations.
4. It appears that Air Cleaning Systems, Inc. has established a reputation of permanency and reliability in the field of vehicle exhaust emissions.
5. Air Cleaning Systems, Inc. is based locally in upstate New York and will be able to provide service and parts in a timely manner.
6. No other vendor has submitted a proposal and it is believed that Air Cleaning Systems, Inc.’s proposal to provide the requested services including six (6) vehicle connections, automatic start control panel and exhaust blower for the installed sum of $89,997.00 is a fair price and the best value available to the Village.
7. Competitive bidding will not bring about any further savings for the Village and will take more time and expense with the same result, and it is further 
RESOLVED, the Village accept Air Cleaning Systems Inc.’s proposal and award the purchase and installation contract described for the sum of $89,997.00, all on the same terms and conditions as set forth in the advertized specifications and the letter dated September 16, 2025 from W.M. Engineers DPC to Air Cleaning Systems, Inc., and
IT IS HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

The adoption of the foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Rinaldo seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and duly put to vote, which resulted as follows:
		Ann Eckert, Trustee			yes
Mark Eckert, Trustee			yes
James Lighton, Trustee		yes
		Martin Rinaldo, Trustee		yes
Richard A. Waterman, Mayor		yes
The resolution was approved.

Chief Isgar presented two applications for membership: Brandon Rodriguez – Firefighter and Anna D’Amore – EMT. The applications were circulated among the Board Members. Trustee Ann Eckert stated the fire department members did not sign the application. The fire department clerk will drop off the signature page as it was left off the copy of the application that was provided to the Village.

Mayor Waterman asked if an Executive Session was needed for approval. The Board stated no.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board approved Brandon Rodriguez as a firefighter for the Camillus Fire Department.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board accepted Anna D’Amore as an EMT for the Camillus Fire Department.

Mayor Waterman continued a discussion on the Employee Handbook. Chief Isgar stated with their new part-time employees (Village employee working at the fire department), he feels like the wording on pages 29 and 30 should be changed to say “authorized by the fire chiefs of the fire department” instead of saying ”an active member of the department” as the part-time employees (caretakers) are not members of the fire department. There are mutual aid riders who also operate the vehicles. Further discussion was held regarding who should be authorized to drive and/or ride in Chiefs’ vehicles and fire department vehicles. The vehicles are sometimes picked up for maintenance work. Trustee Ann Eckert stated page 31 describes people who are “Authorized Passengers”. Chief Isgar suggested not separating Fire Vehicles and Chief Vehicles but having the same guidance for all fire/chief vehicles. Attorney Allan stated he felt there should be a distinction as the three Chiefs’ have vehicles assigned to them and the handbook gives the Chiefs significant responsibilities regarding those vehicles. Chief Isgar agreed. Chief Isgar stated he would have to read Draft 6 a bit more and send an email with additional edits. 

Chief Isgar stated the fire department clerk is only scheduled 28 hours and on page 27 there is mention of earning comp time over 40 hours. Attorney Allan stated if the employee is scheduled 28 hours and works over 28 hours up to 40 hours, they must be paid, comp time would accrue after the 40 hours is worked. The maximum amount of comp time that can be banked is 240 hours. Chief Isgar asked if it was a state law that part-time employees accrue comp time. Attorney Allan stated you must pay them, or they can earn comp time and felt it was a mutual agreement between employer and employee.

Mayor Waterman stated Jury Duty on page 21 should be changed back to the Village paying employees the difference in jury duty pays and daily wage for up to five days. Attorney Allan stated employers do not need to pay employees for jury duty service if they have 10 or fewer employees. Jury duty payments could be changed on an “as needed” basis with a Resolution. Chris Schuldt stated he just went through jury duty and was told it takes about a month to receive jury duty payment.

Mayor Waterman stated he felt the vacation should remain the way it was and drop the five weeks of vacation. Jason Fudala stated he was hired under the original vacation 1-4 years receives 80 hours, 5-9 years receives 120 hours, 10-19 years receives 160 hours, and 20+ years receives 200 hours. Mayor Waterman stated after the fourth year is completed, the beginning of your fifth year the employee will receive 160 hours. A discussion was held regarding grandfathering in current employees and changing the vacation for any future employees hired after a certain date. 

Mayor Waterman stated the handbook will be delayed until Chief Isgar returns the edits.

Trustee Ann Eckert stated she does not think employees should carry over any vacation. There is a lot of overtime that can be used as comp time. Trustee Ann Eckert asked how long a part-time employee can keep vacation time previously earned as a full-time employee. Bill Reagan stated Liverpool does not allow vacation time to be accrued as it is there for employees to unwind and be better at their job when they return. The Clerk stated it is difficult to take time off when the other employee is not available to cover days off from April through October. Attorney Allan stated the Village is small with a few crucial employees and you may need flexibility. Mr. Reagan stated Liverpool does allow for extenuating circumstances and an employee can go before the Board and ask them to roll over their unused vacation to the next year but must use it by the end of next year or they lose it. Trustee Mark Eckert asked if the employee could be paid for the additional time once they accrue the banked limit. Chief Isgar stated he is allowed to rollover 40 hours but must use it within the first six months of the next year. Attorney Allan stated the vacation time could be accrued within six months and does not have to be 160 hours; it could be less. Mr. Fudala stated he has carried over almost nine weeks and it has taken almost two years to use the time. Trustee Lighton stated he agreed with Attorney Allan and there should be some flexibility as we are a smaller Village. Mayor Waterman suggested lowering it to 100 hours of accrual and allowing employees to have a year to use the accrual. Trustee Ann Eckert stated she needs to review Draft 5. The handbook was tabled until December 1, 2025.


VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
November 17, 2025

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo, and unanimously approved, the Board opened the continuation of the Public Hearing to amend Article IV of Chapter 105 of the Code of the Village of Camillus at 5:49 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert, and unanimously approved, the Board waived the reading of the Public Hearing to consider a proposed local law to amend Article IV of Chapter 105 of the Code of the Village to designate a handicapped parking space on the west side of North Street and two handicapped spaces in the public parking area behind the Village Hall as follows:

VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

	NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, 
Onondaga County, New York will conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday, November 5, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider a proposed local law to amend Article IV of Chapter 105 of the Code of the Village to designate a handicapped parking space on the west side of North Street and two handicapped spaces in the public parking area behind the Village Hall.

	The Public Hearing will be held at the Village Hall, 37 Main Street, in the Village of Camillus, at which time all interested parties will be heard.

	Information regarding the proposed local law is open to inspection at the Office of the Village Clerk, and communications, in writing, in relation thereto may be filed with the Board of Trustees either before or at the hearing.

October 20, 2025


				RICHARD A. WATERMAN, Mayor
Village of Camillus

The proposed local law is as follows:

A local law to provide for handicapped parking on the west side of North Street and in the public parking lot behind the Village Hall.

Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, Onondaga County, New York as follows:

Section 105-20 of the Code of the Village of Camillus is hereby amended by adding a new subsection C and a new subsection D as follows:

C On the west side of North Street for a distance of 20 feet southerly from a point which is 83 feet south along said west side of North Street from the northerly Village boundary line.

D Two handicapped parking spaces in the Village’s public parking lot which face perpendicular to Feeder Bank Road and are located north of the existing utility pole.

Attorney Allan stated he sent a letter to the owner and a letter to the resident of 63 North Street, but he is not present. George Rooney, stated at the age of 92, he feels he needs to be able to park closer to his home as he has a handicap parking pass. A discussion was held regarding the parking spot on North Street to be reserved as a handicap parking space. There are two disabled parking spaces behind the Village Hall which were not included in our Codes and this local law will add them to the book. 
Mayor Waterman asked the Public if there were any questions. There were none.
Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board closed the Public Hearing at 5:53 p.m.
Upon motion made by Trustee Marl Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo, the foregoing resolution was put to a roll call, which resulted as follows:
		Ann Eckert, Trustee			yes
Mark Eckert, Trustee			yes
James Lighton, Trustee		yes
		Martin Rinaldo, Trustee		yes
Richard A. Waterman, Mayor		yes

The Resolution was duly approved.
The Board needs to set a Public Hearing to approve the 2026 Budget.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo, and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing on December 1, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. for the purpose of approving the 2026 Budget.

Mayor Waterman stated he had received two applications for food trucks. The Giving Bean would like to have her food truck in the Village on November 29, 2025, for Small Business Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. This truck would be in front of the highway department’s bay doors at 37 Main Street. In the event the trucks need to go out due to snow, Mr. Fudala stated the DPW would be able to back them out of the garage. 

December 6, 2025, Café Lemon has applied to have her food truck on Main Street near 43 Main Street from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. and later if she has a line as this will coincide with the Village Tree Lighting. Attorney Allan asked about the impact The Giving Bean would have on Freedom of Espresso as this is a point in the Village Codes to consider before granting a Vendor Permit. Sixty-One Main will be having their own Santa event on December 6 from 3:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m. before the Village Tree Lighting. Attorney Allan advised the Board to review the Vendor Permit law before granting permits to food trucks. A discussion was had regarding the food trucks. Mayor Waterman will contact Freedom of Espresso.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board authorized The Giving Bean to have her food truck in the Village of Camillus on Saturday, November 29, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board authorized Café Lemon to have her food truck in the Village of Camillus on December 6, 2025, from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Code Enforcement
Mr. Reagan stated Attorney Allan sent a letter to the owner of 69 Main Street and the realty office regarding a request to hang a new sign on the building, but Mr. Reagan has not heard anything back. Mr. David Manzano has not applied for a sign permit.

Engineering
Engineer William Morse stated the Board needs to set a Public Hearing to provide an opportunity for public participation in the update and implementation of the Village Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP). The Village needs to put together a map of the municipal facilities by the end of the year but since there only a small amount, this is feasible. Mr. Reagan stated there was also mention about monitoring locations to the map.

Mayor Waterman stated the Village had received an email from Gabriella Rivera regarding the possibility of placing a Free Food Pantry on Genesee Street with non-perishable food. Ms. Rivera would be building the pantry. Attorney Allan stated the Village cannot have a food pantry placed on Village property due to liability and safety concerns. A discussion was held about other locations where a food pantry could be placed.

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo, and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing on December 1, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. to allow an opportunity for public participation in the update and implementation of the Village Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP).

Attorney Allan exited the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 

Mayor Waterman stated the Hometown Banners have been coming down and Christmas wreaths are going up. Most of the banners have been up for four seasons and are due for retirement and renewal. There are a limited number of poles, and we have had people on a wait list. The people on the wait list and the other banners that have not been up for four seasons will have priority on Main Street for the 2026 season. A renewal letter will be sent to current banner owners telling them they can pick up their banner in the office December 1 through December 19 and renew/purchase a new banner for three years. The banner applications will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis. On January 19, the applicants will be placed in a lottery for the remaining Main Street pole placement. The remaining banners will be selected for side streets such as South Street, First Street, and Newport Road and the purchaser will be notified. Mayor Waterman read the proposed letter to banner purchasers. A couple edits were proposed.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board accepted the proposed banner letter to be sent to current banner owners.

Public Comments
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any comments. 

Mayor Waterman stated the newest update on Byrne Dairy is there a list of items that the engineer needs to complete. Mr. Morse stated he is waiting for someone to respond to his comment on the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). The DEC, Byrne Dairy, Byrne Dairy’s engineer, and Mr. Morse are planning a phone conference tomorrow. Mayor Waterman stated if Byrne can get started soon, they would hope for a May 2026 opening. Mr. Reagan stated the SWPPP is holding up the permit applications and he has not received any construction drawings.

Mayor Waterman stated a request for purchase will be sent out to several local engineers to bid on the $150,000 planning grant for the Erie Canal Trail. Mr. Reagan asked about parking at Martisco train station. A discussion was held about the property around the museum.

Trustee Ann Eckert stated she had distributed posters to all the local businesses with information about the Tree Lighting on December 6, 2025. She has contacted the Post Standard and the Observer to add our event to their calendar of events. We have received a few donations from businesses, and she will be asking other businesses.

We are still waiting to hear back from Mangino regarding the misquote on the cost of the 2026 Village plow truck. USDA is back from furlough. Solvay Bank is on backup if we cannot move forward with the USDA loan.

The Organizational Meeting will be held December 15, 2025.

Mayor Waterman stated the Finger Lakes Railroad underpass on the way into the Village is in awful condition. The president of the Finger Lakes company assured Mayor Waterman last February the bridge would be repaired. Carle Henry, Finger Lakes Railroad, called Mayor Waterman and discussed closing a lane into the Village for a couple of weeks to do the repairs at a cost of half a million. The largest cost is the flaggers. Mr. Henry will check with a couple other companies and see if they can do the work and just block one lane. The hope is to minimize disruption and do the work when school buses are not operating as much, which would be in July and August. Mary Bosco stated her boyfriend is the COO of a company that does flaggers. Mayor Waterman will give Ms. Bosco the name of the gentleman planning the repairs so she can put the two in contact with each other.

The Clerk investigated the cost of providing credit card services to the Village residents for paying fees to the Village. The cost is about $21 a month to the Village which is not beneficial to the Village currently.

Mayor Waterman passed around a 1968 map for the location behind Wheeler Cemetery off North Street which showed proposed housing. A discussion was held about the possibility of new housing in that area.

Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding the vouchers. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #22 was approved as follows: 

		General: 	$25,897.88 
                    
Approval of Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding November 5, 2025, Minutes. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved November 5, 2025, Minutes, were approved.

The fire department requested an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo, and unanimously approved, the Board entered Executive Session to discuss fire department personnel matters at 6:31 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton, and unanimously approved, the Board came out of Executive Session 6:56 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert, and unanimously approved the meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m.

Carrie Grooms
Clerk/Treasurer                       
