2

[bookmark: _Hlk175230287][bookmark: _Hlk191989889][bookmark: _Hlk196380168]VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
REGULAR MEETING 
January 5, 2026

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman 				Attorney: Robert J. Allan (by phone)
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 					
	   Trustee Mark Eckert				
   Trustee James Lighton 				2 people in attendance
	   				 

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The next Board meeting is February 2, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. 

Camillus Fire Department
No Fire Chiefs or members of the Camillus Fire Department were in attendance.

Karen, owner of Divine Realm Books at 45 Genesee Street, Camillus introduced herself and stated she opened her store Black Friday in 2025. She specializes in fantasy teen and adult books and gifts. She has been featured in the Observer, will be interviewed by Channel 9 this week and has turned in an application for Amy’s Slumber Party event. She is working on a book and flower bouquet for Valentine’s Day in collaboration with a local florist and has several book signings set for March. Mayor Waterman asked how the Village Board could help her business and offered to share her events on the Village Facebook page.

VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
January 5, 2026

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo, and unanimously approved, the Board opened the Public Hearing to amend Chapter 100, Article I of the Code of the Village of Camillus at 5:06 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert, and unanimously approved, the Board waived the reading of the Public Hearing to amend Chapter 100, Article I of the Code of the Village of Camillus as follows:

VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

	NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, 
Onondaga County, New York will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, January 5, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. to consider and adopt a local law to amend Chapter 100, Article I of the Code of the Village of Camillus regarding senior citizen tax exemptions in order to clarify retirement benefits.

The Public Hearing will be held at the Village Hall, 37 Main Street, in the Village of Camillus, at the date and time stated above at which time all interested parties will be heard.

	The proposed local law is available for inspection at the Office of the Village Clerk and may be inspected during normal office hours.

December 15, 2025


				RICHARD A. WATERMAN, Mayor
Village of Camillus


 Village of Camillus, Onondaga County, New York 

Local Law No. _________ of the year 2026 

A local law to amend Chapter 100, Article I of the Code of the Village of Camillus regarding senior citizen tax exemptions to clarify retirement benefits. 

Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees as follows: 
Section 100-2(B) of Article 1 of Chapter 100 of the Code of the Village of Camillus is hereby amended by deleting the present subparagraph B and inserting in its place the following: 
“The income of the owner or the combined income of the owners must not exceed $58,400.00 for the income tax year immediately preceding the date the application is filed. Income for the purposes of this article shall include but not be limited to social security, retirement benefits, interest, dividends, total gain from the sale or exchange of a capital asset which may be offset by a loss from the sale or exchange of a capital asset in the same income tax year, net rental income, salary and earnings, and net income from self-employment, but shall not include individual retirement accounts or individual retirement annuities, a return of capital, gifts or inheritances or veterans’ disability compensation as defined in Title 38 of the United States Code. In computing net rental income and net income from self-employment, no depreciation deduction shall be allowed for the exhaustion, wear and tear of real or personal property held for the production of income." 

Attorney Robert Allan, joining by phone, stated the Town of Camillus had contacted the Village requesting clarification as to whether the Village includes IRAs in the calculations for combined income. The Board will use the standard income and will not include IRAs.

Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board closed the Public Hearing.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board adopted the amendment of Chapter 100, Article I of the Code of the Village of Camillus.

Code Enforcement
[bookmark: _Hlk216954999]Code Enforcement Officer Bill Reagan stated in December there was one construction inspection, three commercial fire inspections, six violations, four notices and letters sent out and 15 miscellaneous actions.

A discussion was held regarding the number of vehicles at Apple Auto. Mr. Reagan stated he took photos of vehicles on Friday, and the next step is to issue a ticket. Vehicles create a hazard when they attempt to pull into the parking lot, but the entry is blocked with cars and then they back out into the roadway. Trustee Lighton stated he completed the survey he was hired by Apple Auto to complete and is willing to send the DWG to his engineer, but he has not heard from Apple Auto in months. Mr. Reagan will start preparing a court case and put together the tickets to send to Attorney Allan for review. Trustee Lighton stated there are a lot of cars parked on the right of way on Milton Ave. and Route 5. Mr. Reagan stated there are not supposed to be any cars in the right of way. Attorney Allan asked if Apple Auto was removing the snow from the property. Trustee Ann Eckert stated the snow is being removed and some of it is being pushed across Genesee Street. Mr. Reagan stated that it is illegal.

Trustee Mark Eckert asked for an update on 9 Green Street. Mr. Reagan stated he has made some progress and will pursue the violations next week when the snow melts some.

Byrne Dairy Update

Mayor Waterman spoke to Christian Brunelle last week who stated the official rebuttal to the New York DEC report has been submitted by their engineer to Bill Morse. The last thing is the grading report.

Mayor Waterman stated the Hometown Hero Banner lottery is coming up. We still have quite a few banners that have not been picked up and that have not been renewed so we may not have very many in the lottery February 2, 2026.

Canal Trail Grant Update
Mayor Waterman recapped the $150,000 grant from the County in addition to that, we need to show an in-kind amount of $30,000 which the County has assured us that we will not have trouble accounting for this. There were three bids received:  Barton & Loguidice $179,699, Dunn & Scromo $363,130, and TDK $867,550. Mayor Waterman has not contacted the bidders. Supervisor John Fatcheric, Town of Camillus, is fine with Barton & Loguidice as is Dr Smardon, Land Trust. Mayor Waterman spoke with Troy Waffner, Onondaga County Planning, who is certain he can get the additional $30,000 from Ryan McMahon’s office. Attorney Allan and Mayor Waterman will wait to move forward until we see if we can get the additional $30,000.
 
Mayor Waterman stated two years ago he attended a meeting in Marcellus regarding the Nine Mile Creek flooding, and the Mitigation and Resilience Report was designed. Gomez and Sullivan were consultants from NYS DEC out of Saratoga. They collected information from everyone regarding flooding, and they produced a report which Mayor Waterman summarized for the Board.

Mayor Waterman stated Casinella will be repairing the pothole in front of 1 Genesee Street tomorrow. The cost for the repair is $8,800.00. A discussion was had about the repair.

Mayor Waterman stated Main Street is “alligatoring” and he has requested a quote from Northern Riccelli for the cost to repave Main Street. Riccelli will be out this week taking core samples so they can provide an estimate. Attorney Allan suggested Mayor Waterman contact Skaneateles to find out about the grant they secured for their road repair. Mayor Waterman spoke to the Mayor of Skaneateles, and they received a grant through the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council, and it was a federal grant. Mayor Waterman will call Jim D’Agostino. Bridge of New York is another grant Mayor Waterman will pursue. Mayor Waterman read a letter he will send to Senator Chris Ryan requesting funding to repair Main Street. 

Joel Field, 4 South Street, sent a letter to the Village of Camillus asking about grants to improve a multi-family home. A discussion was held as to whether there were any grants for multi-family homes. Attorney Allan suggested Community development. Mayor Waterman will respond back to Mr. Field.

Mayor Waterman passed around photos from Charleston, West Virginia. Businesses purchased potted Christmas trees to decorate and place them outside their business. This is something the Village could do.

Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding the vouchers. Trustee Ann Eckert and Trustee Lighton questioned the snowblower purchase as they thought the Village paid approximately $4000 in repairs for the snow blower recently. The Clerk investigated previous purchases but did not find any repairs to the snowblower this year and it was not a duplicate receipt.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #1 was approved as follows: 

		General: 	$69,232.70
		Sewer:		$17,270.15 
                    
Approval of Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding December 15, 2025, Minutes. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved December 15, 2025, Minutes, were approved.

Attorney Allan stated the Village of Camillus received a Freedom of Information Request (FOIL) request from a company in New Jersey pertaining to the Camillus Fire Department pedestrian bridge bid in 2021. They are requesting information to put in a database to help advise contractors on how to get municipal work. The Village Clerk will email the requested information.

Clerk/Treasurer Report
The Village will have the County mail out taxes next year as it will cost less at approximately $ .59 per bill instead of the current stamp price and Trustee Rinaldo will not need to pick them up at the County as he has done every year.
Trustee Comments
Trustee Ann Eckert asked why the DPW is plowing snow down Green and South into the 17 Green Street yard as it is not a parking spot. Mayor Waterman will ask the DPW. The homeowner is not complaining.

Trustee Mark Eckert asked when the old plow truck will go to auction. Mayor Waterman stated we are waiting until the salt is used up in the truck and Jason can get the truck cleaned up.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo, and unanimously approved the meeting adjourned at 6:09 p.m.

Carrie Grooms
Clerk/Treasurer                       
