  VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
REGULAR MEETING 
June 1, 2026

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman			        	Attorney: Robert J. Allan 
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 
	   Trustee Mark Eckert 			
	   Trustee James Lighton 				6 people in attendance

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Camillus Fire Department

Chief Jim Hartford stated he has an application for Kiernan Proud as an Active Firefighter for the Camillus Volunteer Fire Department for the Board to review. The fire department has two members who would like Board permission to attend EMT classes in July at a cost of $1,500.00 per person. Chief Hartford stated Tyler Tallo and Sal McCarthy have attended every class they have signed up for and recommended the Board authorize payment for these members to attend the upcoming class. The Clerk asked when payment would be requested. Trustee Ann Eckert asked if the fire department had the funds for this class. Chief Hartford stated funds would not be needed until July. 

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board authorized Tyler Tallo and Sal McCarthy to attend EMT classes starting in July at a cost not to exceed $1,500.00 per member.

Chief Hartford stated the fire department responded to 43 calls in May with a total of 182 calls for the year. June 15 is the start of the annual inspections for the fire department trucks. Once Truck 8 is repaired, Chief Hartford stated he will push for its sale to avoid future incidents (Caretaker Luke Zingaro hit the Camillus Fire Department building and damaged the truck) like this one and we no longer have need for this size of vehicle. June 15 and June 29, the fire department will have live fire training. The Chiefs’ Show is coming up as are Olde Home Days in Marcellus.

Mayor Waterman stated the fire department has requested a budget amendment for the insurance funds which have been received to pay for the damage done to Truck 8 by a Caretaker.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board authorized the following budget amendment:

	A2680 – Insurance Recovery		$97,911.67
			A3140.4427				$97,911.67

Harriet Tubman Byway
Mayor Waterman introduced Nikita Jankowski. He stated that the Village rejected the first request because of the signage restrictions with the Harriet Tubman Byway. The original plan did not show the trail going through the Village but showed it going onto the Route 695 Bypass. They have amended this and it now shows the trail going through the Village. Ali Spongienagone addressed the Board stating the signage is mostly about the billboards. She stated the biggest issue was billboards. She drove through Syracuse on Genesee Street and only saw three billboards. Mayor Waterman asked if she would read exactly what the contracts say about signage. 

“According to the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSD): 23 USC 131(s) is a provision within Title 23 of the United States Code that addresses outdoor advertising control, particularly concerning scenic byways. This subsection prohibits erecting new off-premises advertising signs along designated scenic byways and restricts modifications to existing signs. The intent is to preserve these routes’ natural beauty and scenic quality by limiting visual distractions. New signs allowed under Section 131(c) include directional and official signs, notices, sale or lease signs, and on-property signs. Temporary signs are okay but no permanent signs.”

They gave an example such as a coffee shop that had extra land and put up a big traditional billboard where they could change the advertising, they could not advertise for any business that was not at this location. Mayor Waterman stated that the Village usually would follow what the Town of Camillus does as the Town surrounds the Village of Camillus. 

Ms. Jankowski stated that they addressed the Town of Camillus once and would be speaking with them again. Attorney Allan asked if there would be a formal agreement or just a resolution. They stated just a resolution of support. It would then be sent to the State Department of Transportation, and they send it to New York State. 

Mayor Waterman stated that if the Town of Camillus does not pass this resolution you would have to reroute this Byway. Out of the 150 resolutions that the Harriet Tubman Byway project have had they have only encountered this issue a few times. Mayor Waterman stated he wanted to wait to see what the Town of Camillus decides before the Village makes a decision.

Mayor Waterman presented an application to the Camillus Fire Department for Kiernan Proud and asked the Board if there was any discussion. There was none. 

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board moved to accept Kiernan Proud as a member of the Camillus Fire Department.

Code Enforcement Officer  
    
Mr. John Raflowski addressed the Board regarding 2 Feederbank Road. Attorney Alan stated he had discussed this issue with John earlier and John has passed a report to the Board. He now must send a notice to the owner (who is deceased) by Registered Mail or Certified Mail. This letter will state that the building is unsafe and shall be abated by repair and rehabilitation or by demolition. The Village will have to hold a Public Hearing to move forward. If nothing is done the Village will have to hire someone to take the steps to secure the property or tear it down. The cost of this will be reimbursed by Onondaga County. Attorney Alan called regarding getting a public administrator appointed for this property if we petition to Surrogate Court. This will give us a person to send the legal notices regarding our procedure. 

Attorney Alan recommended that the Village Board set up a Public Hearing for two weeks on June 15, 2026. Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board moved to hold a Public Hearing on 2 Feederbank Road on June 15, 2026.

Attorney Allan also requested that the Board give Mayor Waterman permission to sign a petition for Surrogates Court to appoint a Public Administrator in this estate. There will be an expense to do that around $100. Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board moved to authorize Mayor Waterman to sign a petition for Surrogates Court to appoint a Public Administrator for the estate of 2 Feederbank Road. 

Attorney Allan stated that the Board should find people for animal removal, dangerous fluids, etc. Mary Luber stated she feels there is a company who would go into the house to make the house safe. The Town Codes Officer may know the name of a company. 

Mayor Waterman opened the discussion of 10 Elderkin. John Raflowski stated he denied the Building Permit and now an application for a Special Permit has been submitted. Also, a short SEQRA form was completed. Attorney Allan stated this application will have to go to Onondaga County Planning and requires about 30 days. 

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board authorized Attorney Allan to submit the Special Permit for 10 Elderkin Ave to Onondaga County Planning Board for review.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing to review the Special Permit for 10 Elderkin Ave on July 20, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 

Trustee Mark Eckert stated another section of tree fell in the backyard of 9 Green Street. The first section, which fell last year, is resting on the house and there is still another section standing. Trustee Mark Eckert asked if there was anything in our Codes which states the residents must take it down, understanding the tree is in the backyard. A discussion was held regarding 9 Green Street and the need for maintenance. 
 
  
Attorney Allan read the Code of the Village, Chapter 36 section 40 Removal of dead and diseased trees from private property.

A. Private property owners have the duty, at their own expense, to cut down and remove any trees upon their property which are dead, harbor insects or disease, or which are so damaged as to be a public nuisance and in danger of falling, thereby causing damage to person or property of others.
B. The Village Tree Committee shall recommend to the Village Code Enforcement Officer to provide the property owner with written notification that a tree or shrub should be removed for any or all of the reasons stated above. Property owners shall, at their own expense, remove such trees. Property owners shall have 15 days after the date of service of the notice (either personal service or by certified mail) to inform the Village Code Enforcement Officer as to when the tree shall be removed. Property owners shall have no more than 30 days after informing the Village Code Enforcement Officer to remove such trees unless the Village Code Enforcement Officer indicates otherwise in writing. If a property owner fails to comply with such provisions, the Village shall remove such trees and charge the cost of removal to the property owner upon notice and hearing. If the cost of such removal remains unpaid for 60 days, the cost of removal shall be added to the next Village tax bill of the property owner.

Trustee Ann Eckert asked about having an arborist look at the tree. Attorney Allan stated the report should be a written report. Mayor Waterman will see if our arborist can determine if the tree needs to be removed by viewing it from the road as the Board feels the owner would not let anyone on his property to assess the tree. Attorney Allan stated when the Board receives the arborist’s report, the Board will ask our Code Officer to write a letter stating the residents need to cut down or remove trees that are dead, harbor insects or disease or are so damaged as to be a public nuisance and in danger from falling. Attorney Allan recommended giving a copy of Codes 36:40 to the arborist. 

Trustee Ann Eckert asked about the false roof over the existing roof at the Danforth building. Mayor Waterman stated this is part of the 2024 Main Street Grant. The Clerk will get a copy of the 2024 Main Street grant application for the Danforth building and the new 2025 Main Street grant applications to Mr. Raflowski for him to review. Discussion was held as to whether a permit was needed and whether it was already applied for through Bill Reagan.

Mayor Waterman invited Shannon Martin, Sixty-One Main, to talk about her successful event this past weekend and asked if she would consider holding another kickoff in the fall like the Summer Kick off this past weekend. Trustee Ann Eckert stated she received a call from someone asking Sixty-One to hold this event again as they had a great time. The Clerk stated they had not received any complaints and had received many positive comments about the event. Ms. Martin stated the vendors cleaned up the area quite well. There was discussion about needing more trash cans. The vendors had record sales. Parking went well as they were able to hire someone to help and Brian Bush opened his parking lot for event parking Vendors requested a fall event and longer hours. Food trucks sold out of food. There were forty vendors and five food trucks. Ms. Martin will put together an expense sheet to determine what expenses cost her personally in planning hours for her employees. She feels vendors will be willing to pay more next year, which would help expand the event and add music to the other end of Main Street. The Summer Kick off was highly successful. Trustee Ann Eckert suggested asking Mission Hope if they can use the area as a check in instead of the corner of South St to make it easier to get people in and out. The Clerk will get contact information to Ms. Martin for Mission Hope. Ms. Martin asked if September 19, 2026 would work for a Fall Kick off as the Village wide Sale is the weekend before. The Board thought September 19, 2026 would work for another event if Ms. Martin decides to move ahead with plans.

Mayor Waterman passed out a summary of the anticipated CHIPS funding for 2026 which read as follows:  Total available is $67,418.94 which is $61,728.30 given for 2026 plus the rollover of $5,690.64. The Maple Drive project is $21,240.00 which would leave $46,178.94 of which $18,528.00 would be spent on Environmental Paving Solutions repairing the sidewalks on Main Street and $34,348.00 for Riccelli to patch Main Street and pave Feederbank Road. The deficit of $6,697.06 could be taken from the 2027 CHIPS with the 18 months look back. The Village will not do the seven trees on Main Street with cement, but they will take out the existing flex pave and grind up the area around the trees. Trustee Lighton asked about the hole at the corner of Maxwell Road and First Street. Mayor Waterman stated that section is on the schedule for next year. The DPW can fill the hole for now. Trustee Lighton stated he put about a yard of gravel in the hole last year as it is a large hole.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board authorized the proposed repairs as stated above by Northern Riccelli and Environmental Paving Solutions who are both County bidders.

Mayor Waterman stated we need to schedule an Arbor Day for the Village to stay a Tree City and would like to hold it on the same day as the Town of Camillus, after theirs, on June 27, 2026. The time and location will be announced later.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board delegated June 27, 2026 to be Arbor Day 2026.

Mayor Waterman stated the tree in front of Solvay Bank will be removed this weekend at a cost of $375.00 plus an additional $75.00 to grind the stump for a total cost of $450.00 by Mike Cicciarelli. Mayor Waterman stated the Village will need a second quote to remove the tree behind 58 First Street. Trustee Lighton stated the tree is exceptionally large and overhanging the shed behind 58 First Street is on Village property however the tree looks healthy. Discussion was held regarding telling the homeowner he can remove the branch over his shed instead of the Village removing the whole tree. Attorney Allan suggested giving the Village property behind the homes on First Street to the residents or selling it to the residents for $1.00. Trustee Lighton stated the residents at 60 First Street tried to buy the property from the Village a few years back. Trustee Mark Eckert stated the property owner never followed up on the property. The Board decided to have the arborist assess the tree. If the tree is healthy, the homeowner can remove the branch hanging over his shed. Discussion was held about how close the Town property is to the Village property, the Village easement, whether a survey would be required and extending the property lines back to Milton Ave. Mayor Waterman suggested calling Tim Perrault for permission to walk on his property. The Clerk stated she had invited him to the Board Meeting, but Trustee Lighton stated he was not coming as Trustee Lighton stated he would let the Board know the tree was on Village property.
               
Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about the vouchers. Trustee Ann Eckert asked about the vouchers 271 and 272. Mayor Waterman stated Chief Hartford took back voucher 272,  Grainger, for 2016 bottles of bottled water at a cost of $859.28. Prior to the start of the Board meeting, Chief Hartford and Mayor Waterman agreed the amount was exorbitant and wondered if Chief Joe DiFabio could get a reduced price or if it was a pricing error. There was an additional voucher for Costco water for 1920 bottles for $287.52. Trustee Mark Eckert asked why it was not purchased at Walmart instead of Grainger. Chief Hartford purchased 200 bottles of water at Walmart for $36.35 on voucher 292. Mayor Waterman will discuss this with Chief DiFabio tomorrow but believes he purchased it from Grainger because they would deliver. 
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #11 without voucher #272 from Grainger, was approved as follows:
      		General Fund		                       $62,806.19
		Sewer Fund				    $130.68
		Trust Fund				     $82.18
		

Meeting Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about May 11, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes and May 18, 2026 Minutes. There were none. 
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board approved the Minutes of May 11, 2026 and May 18, 2026.
Trustee Reports
Trustee Rinaldo stated during the Summer Kick off on Saturday, he had to put orange cones in the crosswalk because people were not stopping. A discussion was held regarding the crosswalk.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
Carrie Grooms, Clerk/Treasurer
