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VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
REGULAR MEETING
March 16, 2026

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman			        	Attorney: Robert J. Allan (by phone)
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 
	   Trustee Mark Eckert			
	   Trustee James Lighton 				10 people in attendance

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Waterman introduced Shannon Martin, Sixty-One Main business owner, to discuss a Summer Kickoff event May 30, 2026 or June 6, 2026. June 6 is the same date as Olde Home Days in Marcellus. Ms. Martin would like Board approval to organize an event with local businesses, food trucks, and vendors. She would have a band playing for approximately three hours during the day, but the exact time has not been determined. Discussion was had where vendors could set up tents and where food trucks could park. Attorney Bob Allan stated the food trucks would be required to comply with the local Code and not block the sidewalks.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board approved the proposed Summer Kickoff party to be held May 30, 2026 or June 6, 2026.

Camillus Fire Department

Chief Jim Hartford Sr. stated the parts for the new exhaust system have arrived. The Corned Beef fundraiser was a success. Chief Hartford Sr. thanked Trustee Ann Eckert for volunteering. There have been 99 alarms for the year as of today. Work upstairs will begin soon. Two members will be attending IFO in two weeks after having passed BEFO and HazMat. The fire department is still working on getting current driver’s licenses on all members. Mayor Waterman asked about Sexual Harassment and Cyber training. Chief Hartford Sr. stated those training classes will be held next Monday with OSHA training. If members miss this mandatory class, there will be another opportunity to attend but the date has not been determined. Members who do not complete the mandatory training will not be allowed to ride in the trucks until the classes are completed.
 
Code Enforcement

Code Enforcement Officer Bill Reagan stated this is his final meeting as he is retiring after 26 years in Codes, has worked for three municipalities at the same time, and fourteen years as the Village of Camillus Code Enforcement Officer. His final day will be March 27, 2026 after which John Raflowski will take on his new duties as Code Enforcement Officer. Mayor Waterman presented Mr. Reagan with a clock as a thank you from the Village of Camillus for his fourteen years of service. Mr. Reagan stated the Village could still call him with questions if the need arises.

Engineering

Engineer, Bill Morse, stated it is time to review the Consolidated Five-Year Plan Draft which has been prepared as follows:

County of Onondaga Community Development Division

Village of Camillus

Consolidated Five Year Plan – 2026



Road Improvements – Various Streets

Maxwell Road, Meadow Lane, and MacLaughlin Street in the northeast corner of the village  are starting to show significant deterioration and should be repaired before the sub-base is compromised. There are no sidewalks along these streets so deteriorated areas along the edge of the pavement pose a trip hazard to pedestrians as well as forcing bicycles into the driving lanes. 


Union Street Drainage

Because Union Street is built on the side of a hill, there are springs that make the road sub-base very wet and soft on the uphill side of the road during the spring, leading to rapid failure of the asphalt pavement. There is an existing drainage pipe along this side of the road, but the pipe is deteriorated and the drainage was not originally built with perforated pipe to intercept the springs. This project would replace the deteriorated drainage with new drainage featuring perforated pipe in a crushed stone envelope along the high side of the road to keep the road sub-base drier during the spring and reduce the rapid deterioration of the pavement. 

Sidewalk Trip Hazards – Various Streets

The Village has repaired sidewalks in a number of areas in the Village in recent years with assistance from Community Development funding, but there are still scattered locations in the Village with trip hazards that should be repaired., including Kastor Ave, North Street, and Union Street. 

Nine Mile Creek Trail

The Village has had discussions with Onondaga County to help create a connected walking trail along Nine Mile Creek from the Village of Marcellus to the Erie Canal Museum. There are two sections of the trail within the Village. One portion of the project would create a trail along the creek from Main Street to Newport Road. The project would be done in conjunction with the second phase of development of the Camillus Mills project. That phase is nearing completion so construction of this portion of the trail can start soon. 

A second portion of the trail improvements would widen and resurface the existing trail from the end of Feeder Bank Road south to the Village Line. The City of Syracuse may be using a portion of the trail for access during a proposed water transmission main replacement project in the next few years, so this project would not commence until that project is completed or abandoned. 


Munro Park Improvements

In order to extend the use of the park in the evenings, the Village would install lighting in the picnic areas of the park. The project would also extend water service into the park to provide potable water for picnics and cookouts at the gazebo and provide a drinking fountain near the newly installed playset and small pavilion.


Mr. Morse mentioned the Hazard Mitigation Plan was sent out but does not need to be approved until August. A discussion was had regarding the Plan including Nine Mile Creek and the need to remove fallen trees from the creek. Trustee Ann Eckert mentioned there are trees that need to be removed. Mr. Morse stated it is the Town’s responsibility to remove fallen trees in the creek in the Village. A discussion was had about the trees in the creek. Mr. Morse stated USGS was asked for a quote to reinstate the flood gate gauging station in the Village of Camillus, but it was $15,000 a year which should be paid for by the County. Mayor Waterman will call Ken Stoneberg, Town of Camillus Highway Superintendent, regarding tree removal.


Public Hearing

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert , the Board opened the Public Hearing for the 2026 Consolidated Community Development Five-Year Plan at 5:36 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board waived the reading of the Public Notice as follows:


VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
PUBLIC HEARING
2026 CONSOLIDATED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
FIVE-YEAR PLAN 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, Onondaga County, New York, will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, March 16, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. to consider the Village of Camillus 2026 Community Development
    funding request, pursuant to the Village of Camillus Five-Year Plan. 

The Village’s Community Development Grant request for the Five-Year Plan will be discussed, outlining the Village’s intent for five years of funding requests. A list of the potential projects that may be included in the Five-Year Plan is available for review at the Office of the Village Clerk during regular office hours. Comments will be received from the public to aid the Village in prioritizing the listed projects. Solicitation of suggestions for additional eligible projects to be included on the Village’s Five-Year Plan will also be heard. 

March 2, 2026

RICHARD A. WATERMAN
Mayor, Village of Camillus

Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions.

Trustee Ann Eckert asked if there were any other roads which needed to be done. Mayor Waterman stated there will always be other roads to be done.

Mayor Waterman asked the Public if there were any questions or comments. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board came out of the Public Hearing at 5:38 p.m.

A motion was offered by Trustee Mark Eckert who moved for its adoption, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo to authorize WM Engineering to prepare and submit the 2026 Funding Application for $50,000 to mill and pave as stated in the Five-Year Plan draft and approve the Consolidated Five-Year Plan-2026. The voting was as follows:


		Ann Eckert, Trustee			yes
Mark Eckert, Trustee			yes
James Lighton, Trustee		yes
		Martin Rinaldo, Trustee		yes
Richard A. Waterman, Mayor		yes

The resolution was approved.


Public Comments
Ryan introduced himself from Senator Chris Ryan’s office. Mayor Waterman thanked Ryan for his interest.

Mayor’s Comments
The Village of Camillus has permits ready for Byrne Dairy but is waiting for approval from the DEC to move forward.
Mayor Waterman stated the Camillus Trail drawings from the Sims Store to Martisco were put out for bid and Barton and Loguidice was the low bidder at $180,000.00. The original grant is for $150,000.00 and Mayor Waterman stated Ryan McMahon has approved the additional $30,000.00. The Village of Camillus, as Lead Agent, will be responsible for 20% ($36,000.00) in in-kind services. Mr. Morse and Mayor Waterman will track their hours and hopefully be able to include Scott Sterns’ hours for tree removal along the proposed trail. The Village will need to pay the $180,000.00, hopefully in quarterly payments and have it reimbursed by the County within 10 days of submission. Discussion was held as to where the trail would run on Newport Road. Troy Waffner stated Barton and Loguidice has grants lined up for the proposed Canal Trail.

Mayor Waterman stated the Military Banners have been ordered. There are several people who did not respond to the letters and emails which were sent out regarding renewals and have not picked up their original banner. There are two poles remaining: one on Milton and one on South Street.

Attorney Allan has not moved forward with the retaining wall and sidewalk at 6 Elderkin Ave.

The spring clean-up in the Village of Camillus will be held April 18, 2026 as that is when the Town Shop youth are available. Mayor Waterman has contacted Byrne Dairy about sandwiches for the day. The Town Shop stated they would need a menu before that day to order from.

Mayor Waterman stated the Village Board needs to approve a budget amendment for Michael Rether for snow removal this past winter.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board authorized the following budget amendment:

	A1910.4 Contingent Account			$9,975.00
		A5142.4 Snow Removal Contractual Expenses	$9,975.00

The motion was duly approved.

Mayor Waterman sent letters to Senator Chris Ryan, County Legislature Greg Erikson, and Betsy Parmley, NYS Department of Transportation regarding the needed repairs for Main Street. Mayor Waterman feels the State should be responsible for the repair as they abandoned the road to the Village in 1977. Ms. Parmely states the State will not take back the road but feels she might be able to secure assistance for repairing the road. Mayor Waterman is waiting to hear back from Ms. Parmley. Northern Riccelli quoted $350,000 for the repair which the Village cannot afford. Most of the road usage comes from non-residents avoiding 690 and Hinsdale Road. Trustee Ann Eckert asked about contacting Senator Schumer. Mayor Waterman will contact Senator Schumer and Senator John Mannion. The last pothole in front of the Green Gate cost $12,000 to repair it.

Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about the vouchers. There were none.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #6, was approved as follows:
      		General Fund		                 	$78,683.11
		Trust Fund				  $1,188.25

Meeting Minutes

Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about the March 2, 2026 Minutes. There were none. 
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board accepted the Minutes of March 2, 2026.
Mr. Morse stated the Village needs to sign the Annual MS4 report for him to submit. 
John Raflowski took the Oath of Office for the position of Code Enforcement Officer and signed the Oath of Office book.
Mayor Waterman discussed the Towns and Villages which received NY Forward Program grants. Mayor Waterman would like to apply for a NY Forward Grant to expand Munro Park and add restrooms, electricity, and establish exercise trails to Camillus. John Fatcheric supports Mayor Waterman’s plan as it includes Town property. Mayor Waterman is going to talk to Marcellus and Chittenango to find out what they did to be approved in their municipalities.
Attorney Allan requested an Executive Session for potential litigation.
Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board entered Executive Session at 6:08 p.m.
Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert, the Board came out of Executive Session at 6:15 p.m.
Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board declared the 2018 Freightliner Snowplow and salter as surplus.
Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board  authorized the sale of the 2018 Freightliner Snowplow and salter to the Town of Madison for $100,000.00.
Mayor Waterman stated the Clerk will send a final payment to Solvay Bank in the amount of $29,781.20 principal and $1,191.25 interest to pay off the 2018 Freightliner.
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board of Trustee authorized an additional principal payment on the USDA loan for the 2025 Chevrolet Silverado with a portion of the proceeds from the sale of the 2018 Freightliner amount to be determined.
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.

Carrie Grooms
Clerk/Treasurer     
