2

[bookmark: _Hlk175230287][bookmark: _Hlk191989889][bookmark: _Hlk196380168]VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
PUBLIC HEARINGS & REGULAR MEETING 
October 6, 2025

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman 				Attorney: Robert J. Allan 
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 					
	   Trustee Mark Eckert				
   Trustee James Lighton				7 people in attendance
	   				 

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The next Board meeting is October 20, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. 

Camillus Fire Department
Chief Fred Isgar stated the Camilus Fire Department is holding their annual Open House on October 11, 2025, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Chief Isgar asked if the Village would like to participate. Mayor Waterman asked about the Greater Chamber of Commerce participating. Trustee Ann Eckert stated she would probably be available to volunteer.

There have been 309 alarms as of today. The State of New York has put a burn ban in effect through October 15, 2025.

Chief Isgar stated he had one R.A.M. application for membership for Christopher Munson and passed on the application to the Board for review. The background check came back clean. The fire department will vote on his membership at their next meeting October 13, 2025. Mr. Munson needs approval from the Village Board now as he is planning to attend the Basic Exterior Firefighter Operations (BEFO) class starting October 14, 2025, and he must be a fire department member prior to starting the class.

Chief Isgar requested an Executive Session for personnel matters.
 
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board moved into Executive Session for the purpose of Camillus Fire Department personnel matters at 5:08 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board moved out of Executive Session for the purpose of Camillus Fire Department personnel matters at 5:36 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton, and unanimously approved, the Board agreed to suspend Jared Raichlin from the Camillus Fire Department for 90 days pending an investigation by the Village of Camillus Board of Trustees.

The voting was as follows:

Richard Waterman		Mayor 		Yes
	Martin Rinaldo		Trustee 	Yes
	Ann Eckert			Trustee		Yes
	James Lighton			Trustee		Yes
	Mark Eckert			Trustee		Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert, and approved by the Board Christopher Munson was accepted as a R.A.M. member for the Camillus Volunteer Fire Department on the condition of approval from the Camillus Fire Department membership. 

The voting was as follows:

Richard Waterman		Mayor 		Yes
	Martin Rinaldo		Trustee 	Yes
	Ann Eckert			Trustee		Yes
	James Lighton			Trustee		Yes
	Mark Eckert			Trustee		Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Chief Joe DiFabio stated the grant is moving along and he has submitted an 88-page exemption for the Exhaust Removal System Grant.

Mayor Waterman stated he received a couple of complaints regarding residents having rats removed from their properties on Elm Street. The rats on Elm Street are apparently attracted to the chicken feed at 62 Elm Street. Code Enforcement Officer Bill Reagan stated he called the Onondaga County Health Department, and they have instructions they will provide to chicken owners on how to clean up and prevent rats, and they can train the residents on how to trap the rats. The representative from Onondaga County Health Department stated she would need to see the rats. Mayor Waterman read Local Law 110:38 Farm Activity Limitations. Mr. Reagan stated he believes 62 Elm Street complies with the Local Law but also stated he does not know how she stores her chicken feed. Several other municipalities have been saying no to chickens. A discussion was held regarding amending Local Law 110:38 Farm Activity Limitations. Attorney Bob Allan will prepare a draft of an amended local law to prohibit chickens and other fowl. Mr. Reagan stated Liverpool only allows domestic animals.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton, and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing on October 20, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. to amend the Local Law 110:38 Farm Activity Limitations.

Mayor Waterman stated George Rooney, age 92, lives at 66 North Street and does not have a driveway so he parks across the street in front of his home. He has recently been granted a handicapped parking pass because of his medical condition which limits his ability to walk long distances. The resident at 63 North Street has a driveway but parks on the street in front of his home, which happens to be where Mr. Rooney used to park until the resident moved in. Mr. Rooney placed cones in the spot to reserve it while he is away but the resident at 63 North disapproves of the cones. A discussion was held as to whether a handicapped space can be placed in front on North Street with proper signage. Attorney Allan stated the disabled parking law 105:12 is out of date as it only lists one handicapped parking space in the Village. Attorney Allan will need the exact number of feet from the property lines. Trustee Ann Eckert would like to visit the location. 

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert, and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing for October 20, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. for the purpose of amending Local Law 105 Article IV Handicapped Parking.

The voting was as follows:

Richard Waterman		Mayor 		Yes
	Martin Rinaldo		Trustee 	Yes
	Ann Eckert			Trustee		Yes
	James Lighton			Trustee		Yes
	Mark Eckert			Trustee		Yes

The motion was duly approved.
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Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board opened the Public Hearing at 6:12 p.m. to consider a local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to authorize the use of videoconferencing by the Board of Trustees.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Mark Eckert and unanimously approved by the Board of Trustees, the reading of the Public Hearing was waived as follows:

VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

	NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, 
Onondaga County, New York will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, October 6, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. to consider a local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to authorize the use of videoconferencing by the Board of Trustees.

	The Public Hearing will be held at the Village Hall, 37 Main Street, in the Village of Camillus, at the date and time stated above at which time all interested parties will be heard.

	Information regarding the proposed local law is open to inspection at the Office of the Village Clerk, and communications, in writing, in relation thereto may be filed with the Board of Trustees either before or at the hearing.

September 15, 2025


Local Law No. ___ of the year 2025

A local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to authorize the use of videoconferencing by the Board of Trustees.

Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees as follows:

1. The Code of the Village of Camillus shall be amended by adding a new Chapter 22 as follows:

Chapter 22
VIDEOCONFERENCING

§22-1. Legislative Intent.
It is the intent of this local law to authorize the Village of Camillus to conduct meetings consistent with the videoconferencing provisions of Public Officers Law §103-a and the videoconferencing polices adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus (hereinafter Board of Trustees). 
§22-2. Authority.
This local law is adopted pursuant to Public Officers Law §103-a, which expressly authorizes the Board of Trustees to adopt local legislation, authorizing the use of videoconferencing.
§22-5. Videoconferencing for Public Meetings.
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, County of Onondaga hereby authorizes the use of videoconferencing when conducting meetings of the Board of Trustees subject to the following:
A. A quorum of the members of the Board of Trustees is physically present at the meeting in one or more physical locations at which members of the public may attend the meeting.
B. Members of the Board of Trustees are physically present at the meeting location(s) at which the public can attend in person unless the member of the Board of Trustees is unable to be physically present due to extraordinary circumstances:
1) Extraordinary circumstances is defined to include any disability or illness, care giving responsibilities, or any significant or unexpected factor or event that precludes the Board of Trustees member's physical attendance at such meeting.
2) Extraordinary circumstances must be certified by email or other written means to the Village Clerk by the member of the Board of Trustees in accordance with the Village’s videoconferencing policies and procedures and not less than 72 hours prior to any meeting.
C. Except in the case of executive sessions conducted pursuant to Public Officers Law §105, members of the Board of Trustees must be able to be heard, seen, and identified while the meeting is being conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any other matter formally discussed or voted upon.
D. The minutes of meetings involving videoconferencing must include which, if any, members of the Board of Trustees participated using videoconferencing technologies.
1) Such minutes must be made available to the public pursuant to Public Officers Law §106.
2) Any meeting that uses videoconferencing must be recorded and such recordings must be posted to or linked on the Village website within five business days of the meeting. The recordings must remain available for a minimum of five years thereafter and recordings must be transcribed upon request.
E. The public notice for any meeting involving videoconferencing must:
1) Inform the public: 
a. 	that videoconferencing will be used,
b. where members of the public can view and/or participate in such meeting via videoconference, and 
c. 	where required documents and records will be posted or available; and 
2) Identify the physical location(s) where members of the Board of Trustees will be physically present at the meeting and where members of the public can attend the meeting in person.
F. Members of the public are able to view the video broadcast of any meeting using videoconferencing simultaneously when the meeting is conducted. Additionally, at meetings where public comment or participation is authorized by the Board of Trustees, members of the public are able to participate in the proceedings using videoconference technologies in real time and with the same opportunities for public participation or testimony as in-person participation or testimony.
G. The Board of Trustees body may conduct meetings entirely by videoconference, with no in-person requirement, provided that:
1) A state of emergency is declared by the Governor of the State of New York pursuant to Executive Law §28, or
2) A local state of emergency is declared by the Chief Executive of the Village pursuant to Executive Law §24, and the Board of Trustees determines that the circumstances necessitating the emergency declaration would affect or impair the ability of the public body to hold an in-person meeting.
H. Whenever the Board of Trustees invokes the emergency exception as defined in paragraph G and takes action at such meeting without allowing members of the public to be physically present, the Board of Trustees must acknowledge the previous meeting(s) and summarize any action(s) taken thereat at the next immediate meeting where the public is allowed to attend. The Board of Trustees must produce minutes of such emergency meetings pursuant to the requirements of Public Officers Law §106.
§22-10. Severability 
If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance is invalid or unconstitutional, the court’s order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this local law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered. 
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions. There were none. Attorney Allan stated the Clerk would need to make the Zoom meetings available to the public when the time came.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board came out of the Public Hearing at 6:14 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert, and unanimously approved, the Board approved Local Law #3 to authorize the use of videoconferencing by the Board of Trustees.

The voting was as follows:

	Richard Waterman		Mayor 		Yes
	Martin Rinaldo		Trustee 	Yes
	Ann Eckert			Trustee		Yes
	James Lighton			Trustee		Yes
	Mark Eckert			Trustee		Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Attorney Allan stated the Board also needs to adopt the regulations regarding the videoconferencing Local Law which the Board just approved and they are as follows:

Procedures for the Village of Camillus Board of Trustees Videoconferencing
Pursuant to Public Officers Law §103-a


In compliance with Public Officers Law (POL) §103-a(2)(a), the Village of Camillus Board of Trustees (hereinafter Board of Trustees), following a public hearing, authorized by resolution on ______________________, 2025 the use of videoconferencing as described in POL §103-a. 

The following procedures are hereby established to satisfy the requirement of POL §103-a(2)(b) that any public body which in its discretion wishes to permit its members to participate in meetings by videoconferencing from private locations – under extraordinary circumstances – must establish written procedures governing member and public attendance: 

1. Trustees shall be physically present at any meeting of the Board of Trustees unless such Trustee is unable to be physically present at one of the designated public meeting locations due to extraordinary circumstances.

2. For purposes of these procedures, the term "extraordinary circumstances" includes disability, illness, care giving responsibilities, or any other significant or unexpected factor or event which precludes the Trustee’s physical attendance at such meeting.

3. If a Trustee is unable to be physically present at one of the designated public meeting locations and wishes to participate by videoconferencing from a private location due to extraordinary circumstances, the Trustee must notify the Village Clerk no later than four business days prior to the scheduled meeting in order for proper notice to the public to be given. If extraordinary circumstances present themselves on an emergency basis within four days of a meeting, the Board of Trustees shall update its notice as soon as practicable to include that information. If it is not practicable for the Board of Trustees to update its notice, the Board of Trustees may reschedule its meeting.

4. If there is a quorum of Trustees participating at a physical location(s) open to the public, the Board of Trustees may properly convene a meeting. A Trustee who is participating from a remote location that is not open to in-person physical attendance by the public shall not count toward a quorum of the Board of Trustees but may participate and vote if there is a quorum of Trustees at a physical location(s) open to the public.

5. Except in the case of executive sessions conducted pursuant to POL §105, the Board of Trustees shall ensure that its Trustees can be heard, seen, and identified while the meeting is being conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any other matter formally discussed or voted upon. This shall include the use of first and last name placards physically placed in front of the Trustees or, for Trustees participating by videoconferencing from private locations due to extraordinary circumstances, such Trustees must ensure that their full first and last name appears on their videoconferencing screen. 

6. The minutes of the meetings involving videoconferencing based on extraordinary circumstances pursuant to POL §103-a shall include which, if any, Trustees participated by videoconferencing from a private location due to such extraordinary circumstances. 

7. The public notice for the meeting shall inform the public:
a. that extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing will (or may) be used.
b. where the public can view and/or participate in such meeting;
c. where required documents and records will be posted or available; and
d. the physical location(s) for the meeting where the public can attend. 

8. The Board of Trustees shall provide that each open portion of any meeting conducted using extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing shall be recorded and such recordings posted or linked on the Board of Trustees’ website within five business days following the meeting, and shall remain so available for a minimum of five years thereafter. Such recordings shall be transcribed upon request.

9. If members of the Board of Trustees are authorized to participate by videoconferencing from a private location due to extraordinary circumstances, the Board of Trustees shall provide the opportunity for members of the public to view such meeting by video, and to participate in proceedings by videoconference in real time where public comment or participation is authorized. The Board of Trustees shall ensure that where extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing is used, it authorizes the same public participation or testimony as in person participation or testimony. 

10. Open meetings of the Board of Trustees conducted using extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing pursuant to the provisions of POL §103-a shall utilize technology to permit access by members of the public with disabilities consistent with the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as amended, and corresponding guidelines. For the purposes of this guideline, "disability" shall have the meaning defined in Executive Law §292. 

11. The in-person participation requirements of POL §103-a(2)(c) shall not apply during a state of emergency declared by the governor pursuant to Executive Law §28 or a local state of emergency proclaimed by the chief executive of the Village of Camillus pursuant to §24 of the Executive Law if the Board of Trustees determines that the circumstances necessitating the emergency declaration would affect or impair the ability of the Board of Trustees to hold an in-person meeting. 

12. These procedures shall be conspicuously posted on the Board of Trustees website 




Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert, and unanimously approved, the Board adopted the Procedures for the Village of Camillus Board of Trustees Videoconferencing Pursuant to Public Officers Law §103-a.

Mayor Waterman stated there was a second Public Hearing. Attorney Allan stated this Public Hearing is for a Local Law that was approved at the previous meeting, but the Notice of Publication had not been publicized in the newspaper prior to the Public Hearing. The Public Hearing notice has now been publicized so the Board would need to hold the Public Hearing again and vote again.

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board opened the Public Hearing at 6:16 p.m. for the purpose of a local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to limit the size of accessory structures in the Village of Camillus.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved by the Board of Trustees, the reading of the Public Hearing was waived as follows:

			VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

	NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, 
Onondaga County, New York will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, October 6, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. to consider a local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to limit the size of accessory structures in the Village of Camillus.

	The Public Hearing will be held at the Village Hall, 37 Main Street, in the Village of Camillus, at the date and time stated above at which time all interested parties will be heard.

	Information regarding the proposed local law is open to inspection at the Office of the Village Clerk, and communications, in writing, in relation thereto may be filed with the Board of Trustees either before or at the hearing.

September 15, 2025

				RICHARD A. WATERMAN, Mayor
					Village of Camillus


Proposed Local Law No. __ of the year 2025 reads as follows:

A local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to limit the size of accessory structures in the Village of Camillus.

Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees as follows:

1. The Code of the Village of Camillus shall be amended by adding a new subsection to Section 110-28.B as follows:
(17) Involves the improvement of a lot with an accessory structure having a footprint greater than 600 square feet.



Mayor Waterman asked the Public if there were any comments. Trustee Rinaldo asked if someone could have multiple accessory structures. Mr. Reagan stated there could be multiple structures as long as they were not connected.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board closed the Public Hearing at 6:18.

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board approved the proposed Local Law #2 to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to limit the size of accessory structures in the Village of Camillus.

The voting was as follows:

	Richard Waterman		Mayor 		Yes
	Martin Rinaldo		Trustee 	Yes
	Ann Eckert			Trustee		Yes
	James Lighton			Trustee		Yes
	Mark Eckert			Trustee		Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Code Enforcement
Mr. Reagan stated in September there were two permits totaling $335 in fees, three fire inspections, two complaints, 15 violation inspections and re-inspections, seven new notices sent and 16 miscellaneous actions and training. Mr. Reagan stated he had sent a letter to 9 Green Street but did not drive by to see if it had been cleaned up. A discussion was held regarding the condition of 48 North Street. Mr. Reagan has sent a Letter of Violation to each tenant. 

The Clerk stated she needed Board approval for the NYSLR Standard Workday Resolution for John Raflowski and Bill Reagan. This Resolution is required and needs to be completed for elected and appointed officials who are not retired. Attorney Allan asked if this would include the Zoning Board members. A discussion was had about paying the Zoning Board members to attend meetings. The Clerk stated they would not be included as they are not paid as employees, but she will investigate and will look into whether pay is due to the Zoning Board members as she was not aware Zoning Board members were to receive a stipend for their services.

Mayor Waterman passed around information about five catch basins, structures, and grates which need to be replaced at a cost of $15,900.00. The structures and grates funds will come from the following accounts:

	Repairs		A8140.41		$1000.00
	Excavation		A8540.41		$14,900.00
	
The five catch basins will come out of the sewer funds Construction G8120.2. Trustee Ann Eckert asked if there were still  funds available for catch basins. Mayor Waterman did not know of any remaining funds which Trustee Ann Eckert was referring to which involved Barton and Loguidice, infiltration and basins that had been done on South Street a few years back. Mayor Waterman will ask Engineer Bill Morse.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board authorized the repairs for the five catch basins, structures, and grates.

Mayor Waterman asked the Board to set a Public Hearing to override the Tax Cap.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing to override the Tax Cap for October 20, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.

Trustee Mark Eckert asked about the possibility of getting a viewing screen for presentations. Trustee Mark Eckert will investigate getting estimates for a presentation screen.

The Village Tree Lighting will be held December 6, 2025. Mayor Waterman asked about adding Chamber of Commerce vendors as they would like to be involved in community events. Trustee Ann Eckert stated space is limited and she will be handing out flyers to local businesses if they had any events they would like to plan for the event. Mayor Waterman mentioned Kiki’s is leaving the Village and an Italian food restaurant will be taking their place. The home goods store at 45 Main Street moved to an online shop, and a convenience store will be moving in. Code Officer Bill Reagan stated the store will not be selling liquor or cannabis. 

Thirteen businesses have submitted applications for the 2026 Main Street grant. The total submitted for the County portion was $498,000 and the maximum we could submit was $500,000. The businesses pay 25% of their total, which was about $650,000.

The Board set a Special Meeting for October 28, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. to go over the proposed 2026 budget. The Board has set a Special Meeting for October 30, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. The Board set a Special Meeting to go over the employee handbook on October 30, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. The fire department will be invited for their input as Chief Fred Isgar stated at the previous Board meeting that he had information to go over. Mayor Waterman will ask Chief Isgar to submit his proposed edits and comments to Attorney Allan prior to October 30.

Mayor Waterman stated he sent the Comprehensive Plan to all the Trustees. Mayor Waterman will call the person who put it together and go over it with them as he does not agree with the Plan the way it is. 

Public Comments
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any comments. There were none.

Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding the vouchers. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #19 was approved as follows: 

		General: 	$51, 806.14
                        Sewer:		          $2.00
			 
                    
Approval of Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding September 15, 2025, Minutes. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved the September 15, 2025, Minutes, were approved.

Trustee Report

Trustee Mark Eckert stated he researched markings on fire department vehicles. There are 54 fire departments in Onondaga County, and he was able to find 50 of the fire departments. 42 fire departments have visible markings on the Chiefs vehicles and squads, 5 fire departments unsure of their markings, 4 fire departments have ghost markings like Camillus Volunteer Fire Department. Trustee Mark Eckert stated Camillus Fire Department should have colored markings on their vehicles so they can be seen during daylight hours. Trustee Lighton asked what the reason was for the fire department not putting colored markings on their vehicles. Trustee Mark Eckert  stated he thought Chief Isgar was on board with the colored markings, Trustee Lighton agreed with Trustee Mark Eckert. A discussion was held regarding Chief Isgar having stated he felt targeted after an incident he had in Tully’s parking lot. Trustee Mark Eckert stated he has not found any lawsuits involving fire departments or people targeting fire departments by standing behind their vehicles. The Chiefs vehicles are equipped with radios which can be used to call the police. Trustee Mark Eckert would like the Board to pass a motion requiring the fire department to put colored markings on the vehicles. The Board stated the fire department had agreed to do this but then put ghost markings instead. The Clerk stated Chief DiFabio was not at the meeting when Chief Isgar agreed to the markings and the information was apparently not passed on to him when he sent the vehicles to be ghost marked. Trustee Ann Eckert stated the next vehicle that is ordered, the Board will need to specify the vehicle will need to be marked with colored markings. Trustee Mark Eckert stated the Village of Camillus owns the fire department vehicles and it is the Board’s responsibility to ensure they are marked and visible during the daytime and night. Mayor Waterman will talk to Chief Isgar about the markings. 

Trustee Ann Eckert asked if the “No Parking” sign at 5 Green Street could be moved away from the driveway and closer to the telephone pole. The Clerk stated she had mentioned this to Jason.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton, and unanimously approved the meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m.

Carrie Grooms
Clerk/Treasurer                       
