  VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
REGULAR MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING
May 18, 2026

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman			        	Attorney: Robert J. Allan 
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 
	   Trustee Mark Eckert 			
	   Trustee James Lighton 			7 people in attendance

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Waterman invited Victor Valenson, significant other of homeowner Danielle Maxwell at 10 Elderkin, to discuss his proposed 40’ x 60’ storage building at her residence. Mr. Valenson is requesting a variance as the Village Code states the maximum size for an accessory building is 600 square feet and he is requesting a 2400 square foot on Ms. Maxwell property. Mr. Valenson stated he contacted the Village in August 2025 asking about building a storage building and was told by Code Enforcement that the height could not exceed 20 feet. He decided not to apply for a permit until the next year (2026) as he would not be doing any work over the winter and the permit would only be valid for one year. He has waited until now when the weather is good and is now being told the Village Board changed the law, in October 2025, limiting the size of accessory structures to 600’ square feet. He feels he should have been told the law was changing so he could have submitted an application before the law changed. The Clerk stated the Village receives multiple building application inquiries, but not all inquiries result in an application which usually indicates someone has decided not to build. Mr. Valenson has collectible cars he would like to store in the proposed building which could hold eight cars, and this would keep them from being an eyesore on Elderkin Avenue. He stated he has done a lot of work on 10 Elderkin Avenue since Ms. Maxwell purchased it and has started removing trees and moving dirt for the proposed building. A neighbor thought he was enlarging the driveway and called the Code Enforcement Officer. Code Enforcement Officer John Raflowski stated he stopped by 10 Elderkin and saw Mr. Valenson has cleared a spot behind the house where the proposed barn will be placed and stated Mr. Valenson had told him he had already ordered the building materials. A building permit application and driveway permit application were submitted May 14, 2026 after Mr. Raflowksi had been called to investigate the driveway construction complaint. A discussion was held regarding the size of the proposed building and the size of the larger size. Mayor  Waterman stated he stopped by and saw he had a motor home and a 12’ foot trailer. Mr. Valenson stated the trailer would go into the pole barn. He would like to be able to work on his cars in the building but not run a business. Mr. Raflowski stated the building cannot exceed a certain percentage of the property. Mr. Valenson stated the proposed building would cover about 17% of the property. The Board reviewed the plans and a discussion was held. Attorney Allan stated the law was not really changed as Mr. Valenson indicated but the change was to give the Board the final say for a building over 600 square feet. Mr. Valenson would need to go before the Board and get a Special Permit which would require a Public Hearing. There could be a variance for the building, but this would be a different Board. The Village Board cannot grant area variances. Mr. Raflowski stated there would be quite a bit of surface area so we would need to take into consideration surface stormwater implications and where all the water would go. Mr. Valenson stated he has already done terracing to slow the water down and is in the process of putting in a catch basin adjacent to the driveway. Attorney Allan stated Mr. Valenson will need a completed Special Permit application and SEQRA form. Trustee Ann Eckert asked if the area was staked out. Mr. Valenson said he could stake the area out in the next couple of days if the Board members want to view the area. Trustee Ann Eckert stated the Board only has one meeting a month in the summer. Attorney Allan stated once the paperwork is in, the Board will review it and set a Public Hearing.

Camillus Fire Department

Chief Jim Hartford stated the fire department is at 158 alarms for the year. Cyber Security training is this evening at the fire house. Trustee Lighton asked if there were any accidents the Board should know about. Chief Hartford stated none to his knowledge. Mayor Waterman read Draft 2 of the Banquet Hall rental agreement. Chief Hartford stated all the Chiefs have approved Draft 2 and the agreement needs to be signed by the Vice President upon approval of the Executive Board.

Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board approved Draft 2 of the Banquet Hall Rental Agreement and authorized Mayor Waterman to sign the agreement.

Attorney Allan stated an update to the Village Employee handbook had been presented  regarding work related injuries. Any fire department member who is collecting worker’s compensation shall not enter onto the premises of the CVFD unless and until the Mayor of the Village has received and approved the attending physicians’ certificate that the CVFD member may return to his or her duties without any medical restrictions. 

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board added the approved restricted duty policy for the CVFD as a subsection “Camillus Volunteer Fire Department” to “Work Related Injuries” and as a subsection “Camillus Volunteer Fire Department” to “Non-work Related Injuries” in the Village of Camillus Handbook for Employees, Public Officials and Volunteers.

A discussion was held regarding who would be on call for the Board of Elections starting June 13, 2026 when the Caretakers are not available and on weekends. The Clerk suggested drafting a letter to the Board of Elections to remove the Camillus Fire Department Clerk’s personal cell phone number from their contact list as the fire department does not want her to earn compensated time or pay her extra as the Village Board signed the contract with the Board of Elections. Chief Hartford stated he is a volunteer and does not want the Board of Elections to call him. He can unlock the door every morning and put cardboard over the magnet. Trustee Lighton stated the Caretakers were hired to help in this kind of situation. Chief Hartford stated the Caretakers have been working the same days. The Village Clerk and Chief Hartford stated they are willing to be called in emergency situations. Attorney Allan stated someone needs to secure the building at the end of the night. Chief Hartford stated he would cover open and closing for elections but not in between. Trustee Lighton stated the Caretakers would cover the building Mondays through Fridays and there would be no assistance on the weekends and this needs to be conveyed to the Board of Elections. Mayor Waterman will contact Helen Walsh to discuss this.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board opened the Public Hearing at 5:48 p.m. to consider a local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to add a new Article to Chapter 105 in order to declare a portion of Mechanic Street one-way only for vehicular traffic from Main/Genesee Street.

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board waived the reading of the Public Hearing notice as follows:


VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Camillus, Onondaga County, New York will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, May 18, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. to consider a new local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to add a new Article to Chapter 105 in order to declare a portion of Mechanic Street one-way only for vehicular traffic from Main/Genesee Street.

The Public Hearing will be held at the Village Hall, 37 Main Street, in the Village of Camillus, at the date and time stated above at which time all interested parties will be heard.
A copy of the proposed local law may be inspected at the Office of the Village Clerk during normal office hours.

May 4, 2026
RICHARD A WATERMAN, Mayor
Village of Camillus

Mayor Waterman stated the problem with Mechanic Street was brought up many years ago and has been an ongoing problem. Mayor Waterman asked the Board for their input. Trustee Ann Eckert stated she was against making Mechanic Street one way as people would still try to use the road as a two-way street. Trustee Rinaldo is for making it one-way as he was nearly in an accident when the car coming out of Mechanic Street would not back up and Trustee Rinaldo had to back up into Main Street to let the car on Mechanic Street out. Trustee Mark Eckert stated he wanted to hear from the Public. Trustee Lighton asked what brought this up. Discussion was had regarding near accidents in the past. Dan Klaczko, 12 Mechanic Street, gave a brief history of the building that moved from Mechanic Street to Main Street in 1898 blocking half of Mechanic Street. Mr. Klaczko stated he has learned how to navigate the challenges with Mechanic Street over the years and would like the street to stay as it is and not be turned into a one-way street. He mentioned the parents of the youth being picked up at the Town Shop and the yoga participants often block the road when they are picking people up, but he just goes the other way when that happens. Attorney Allan asked about blocking access to the road. 

Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board closed the Public Hearing at 5:59 p.m.

Mayor Waterman asked if anyone wanted to make a motion for a new local law to modify the Code of the Village of Camillus to add a new Article to Chapter 105 to declare a portion of Mechanic Street one-way only for vehicular traffic from Main/Genesee Street. No motion was presented for approval. 

Attorney Comments
Attorney Allan stated he prepared a letter to the Town of Camillus attorney regarding the sewer district for Camillus Heights. The sewer district includes the 60 units at Camillus Heights, and the sewer district should be billing Camillus Heights. He will include a copy of the 2018 agreement if the Board is agreeable to sending the proposed letter to the Town attorney. The Village has an agreement with the Town that says the Town must collect the funds from the sewer district and give it to the Village. The Clerk stated a resident on North Street recently submitted their payment to the Village and another submitted their payment to the Town, but we have not received the payment yet. Attorney Allan asked the Clerk to send him the names of the other two residents who have not paid the sewer fee.
Attorney Allan stated the broken sign at 75 Main Street is an illegal billboard which was approved by a previous Board and attorney and advertises products other than what is sold at the store. We put a sunset on this billboard in December 2024, and Mr. Richard Kirk was given a letter stating this sign would need to be turned off July 31, 2026 or the Village can begin enforcement action against him. A portion of the sign is not working, and Mr. Kirk knows this.
Mayor’s Comments
Mayor Waterman outlined the CHIPS funding for 2026 stating he anticipates $54,000.00 which could be increased. We have $16,240.00 set aside for the Maple Drive completion, which leaves $37,760.00 of which $26,459.25 would cover the quote from Environmental Paving, County bidder for 2026,  for the sidewalk repair work on the corner of Leroy Street and Green Street, and Main Street and $11,300.00 remaining to possibly be used toward the Main Street repairs. There are seven trees on Main Street on which we would put a border of concrete around the base leaving two feet around the tree to place mulch.
Trustee Ann Eckert stated when the trees grow, they will push up the concrete and thought it would be better to clean the tree surrounds and mulch the space. Mayor Waterman stated the trees we have will not get that big and CHIPS will not cover the cost of mulch. The Clerk asked if CHIPS would cover the cost of dumping the sidewalk debris as that is an added cost not included in Environmental Paving’s quote. Mayor Waterman will check with Kim Gosselin, Onondaga County. The Town will not waive the tipping fees. Trustee Ann Eckert thought the Codes of the Village had a law stating concrete must be replaced with concrete. Attorney Allan stated he thought that law only pertained to the residents. The Board decided to wait to approve the proposed CHIPS funding until the state budget is passed.

Mayor Waterman stated he has a quote from Mike Ciciarelli for $450.00 to the remove the tree in front of Solvay Bank as it blocks the solar panels for the new crosswalks. There is an additional quote for $3100.00 to remove a tree behind 58 and 60 First Street hanging over a shed, the tree may be on Village property. Attorney Allan requested to see a survey of the property. A discussion was had regarding the tree while the clerk retrieved a copy of the survey. Trustee Lighton will review the copies of the surveys for 60 First Street and determine whether the tree is on Village property. Attorney Allan would like to review the tax map to determine how much property the Village owns behind First Street. A discussion was held regarding how the Village would send a tree person in to remove the tree when the property is landlocked.

Mayor Waterman stated he signed the Docu-sign for the 2026 Main Street grants today.

Mayor Waterman attended a NYCOM meeting this week and there is a movement to get rid of the requirement to advertise print advertising as many municipalities have no way to advertise in a newspaper as many newspapers have gone out of business. Municipalities would post notices on their website in lieu of print advertising. This is just being discussed and has not been made official as of this time. Discussion was also had about the number of FOIL requests other municipalities are receiving and proposed changes which NYCOM opposes. There is a guy who attends meetings called the “First Amendment Guy” who chastises the members and wears a camera. He edits the videos and posts them to social media and has quite a few followers. Discussion was held about limiting Public comments to five minutes after which the Board could call the police. Attorney Allan stated the Board members do not need to respond or comment to someone who is being disruptive. The Town of Camillus limits comments to three minutes.

Upon motion of  Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board will limit Public comments to a maximum of five minutes per speaker. Attorney Allan stated the Board does not have to open the meeting for Public comment. If Public Comments are on the agenda, the Mayor needs to allow comments.
Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about the vouchers. There were none.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #10, was approved as follows:
      		General Fund		                 	$14,405.25
		

Meeting Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about May 4, 2026 Minutes. There were none. 
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board approved the Minutes of May 4, 2026.
Attorney Allan stated Jason, DPW, wanted to meet with him regarding Solvay bank and a drain they want to install. Discussion was held regarding the water running off the roof and installing a drain under the driveway. 
Trustee Reports
Trustee Ann Eckert asked if more banners were being hung before Memorial Day. The Clerk stated there was a delay in shipping and we hope to have them up in time if they arrive before Memorial Day. 
Mayor Waterman stated there is a meeting at the Village Hall at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow morning about the proposed Camillus trail and Barton and Loguidice will make the presentation. They are looking for everyone’s input as to where the trail should be placed. Byrne Dairy, Camillus Mills, Land Trust and the State and County will have representatives plus there will be residents who may also have input. Trustee Mark Eckert asked if he could attend the trail meeting on Tuesday. Attorney Allan stated the Trustees could attend the meeting if no Village business was discussed. Trustee Mark Eckert asked about the status of 2 Feeder Bank Road as the chimney appears to be ready to fall off. Attorney Allan stated if the chimney is falling and it is dangerous; the Village could go to Supreme Court and get an order from the judge to go on to the property and make the building safe for people. This could be bordering up the house or tearing it down and the cost would be added to the tax bill. Attorney Allan had been trying to get someone appointed and wanted the public administrator to manage the affairs, but he was told they would not do it unless they were pulled into the case. The Village as a creditor could be appointed to be an administrator as the taxes have not been paid this year but he is not sure who to have appointed, whether it be the Village, Mayor, or public administrator appointed.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m.
Carrie Grooms, Clerk/Treasurer
