  VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
REGULAR MEETING 
June 15, 2026

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman			        	Attorney: Robert J. Allan 
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo
               Trustee Ann Eckert 
	   Trustee Mark Eckert 			
	   Trustee James Lighton 				3 people in attendance

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Camillus Fire Department

Chief Hartford stated he was going to go over the Management Service Agreement with the two other chiefs. Mayor Waterman stated this agreement is with a new company who may replace BOCES. 
Chief Hartford stated year to date they are at 207 alarms. They are still waiting for Vander Molen to get parts for the Truck 8 repair. 

Also, they are going to train at the fire training tower tonight.

Chief Hartford asked the Mayor about the food trucks for the Greater Chamber of Commerce summer event. Mayor Waterman will call the Chamber of Commerce to find out if they have reserved any food trucks or if they are expecting the fire department to sell food. 

 Mayor Waterman stated Ray Duncanson is joining JRC Technologies, LLC and the Village would like Mr. Duncanson to continue servicing the Village’s technology. The fire department and Village pay BOCES monthly and the current contract does not expire until 2027, but BOCES will discontinue their municipal services December 31, 2026. Chief Isgar asked about the equipment currently installed at the fire department and what will happen at the end of the year. The Clerk and Mayor stated they had heard the fire department would be allowed to keep all the equipment without any additional charges as the equipment is older and BOCES is ending the contract early. Chief Isgar asked if that information could be put in writing. Trustee Ann Eckert asked if the Silverado had sold. Chief Hartford stated he believes it sold but does not know what site the truck was listed on. Trustee Rinaldo asked if the lights, sirens, and radio were sold with the truck. Chief Hartford stated no radio or siren go with the truck. The Clerk will send the current BOCES contract and the proposed JRC contract to Attorney Bob Allan and Chief Fred Isgar to review.
Attorney Allan stated the banquet hall rental agreement was supposed to go into effect July 1, 2026. Chief Isgar asked Attorney Allan to make some notes as the agreement still needs some revisions. Discussion was held about defining how many hours constitutes a day. Attorney Allan will continue to work on the banquet hall rental agreement. 
Code Enforcement
Mayor Waterman stated Code Enforcement Officer John Raflowski has the evening off. Mayor Waterman stated 101 Timber Ridge has completed a Special Permit for enlarging her driveway. This would require a curb cut even though there is not a curb at this address. Discussion was held regarding widening the driveway, the cable box and light post and whether they would need to move the utilities for the driveway. Attorney Allan stated, according to the Village Codes section 110:11, a Special Permit requires a Public Hearing. Mayor Waterman stated the Board needs to set four Public Hearings for July 20, 2026.
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing to review the Special Permit application for a driveway widening at 101 Timber Ridge Drive on July 20, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert, and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing on July 20, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. for the purpose of adopting the Village of Camillus Comprehensive Plan for 2026.
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing on July 20, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. for 2 Feeder Bank regarding securing or tearing down the property.
Upon motion Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board set a Public Hearing on July 20, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. for the purpose of reviewing the Special Permit application for a 40’x 60’x 19’ pole barn with a toilet and sink at 10 Elderkin Ave. The application has been referred to the Onondaga County Planning Board to review the proposed action. 
Further discussion was held regarding 10 Elderkin Ave and what information the Board would require. Attorney Allan stated Codes states a permit is required for an accessory structure more than 600 square feet. Trustee Lighton stated the homeowner should be required to provide a site plan and a drainage plan for run-off and these need to be prepared by a landscape engineer, professional architect, or surveyor. Trustee Ann Eckert stated the building area needs to be marked off. The building cannot be higher than 20’. The plans show the proposed building at about 19’. Trustee Rinaldo stated it appears a couple loads of stone have been delivered. Attorney Allan stated Codes should be aware that stone has been delivered. Residents are not supposed to do excavation without a permit. Attorney Allan will send 10 Elderkin Ave a letter requesting a site plan which shows the utilities and plumbing and a drainage plan.
Mayor Waterman will call 101 Timber Ridge to let them know they cannot proceed with the driveway unless they receive approval at the Public Hearing on July 20, 2026.
Mayor Waterman stated the paving on Maple Drive is complete and we used the $50,000 from Community Development to pay for the work. The cost has increased from the time of the original quote, but we have not received an invoice yet. CHIPS increased from $54,000 to $67,000. Tony Ross, EPS Paving, has finished the cementing on four places for $18,528. Feeder Bank Road is now paved. The remaining $30,000 will be used toward patching Main Street by Solvay Bank. We are anticipating an overage of $10,000 for the project which can be taken from the 2027 CHIPS as part of the look back. We will have the final numbers by the next Board meeting on July 20.
The five sewer spots have been repaired on Elm Street and repaired on Main Street. Mayor Waterman stated he has asked our accountant, Brenda Kayne, to provide a mid-year assessment of our finances on Thursday June 18, 2026 as we have had several increased expenditures. We have been using the $211,000 refund from opting out of OCEBA a couple of years ago. Discussion was held regarding lessening the $300 sewer charge per unit added on to the tax bill and increasing the taxes for the general account. Trustee Mark Eckert would like to reduce the sewer charge to $100 and lower everyone’s taxes by $200. Trustee Ann Eckert questioned whether residents would lose their Star Rebate if taxes were raised more than 2% as she thought that is what she had heard. Solvay raised their taxes 35%. Mayor Waterman will investigate this.
Arbor Day is June 27, and we will plant seven trees on the state property at Elm Street and Union Street and the state is aware. Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo will read the Arbor Day Proclamation as Mayor Waterman is at a graduation. Cornell Co-Op evaluated a couple of trees. The professional opinion is that the Silver Maple tree at 7 North Street should come down as it is a medium risk for falling with a lot of dead limbs in the canopy and decay throughout. Silver Maples are very weak overall and tend to fall apart in storms. The tree at 9 Green Street is actively falling with the trunk already split. The tree behind 58 First Street, which is on Village property, is overall in fine health but could use some overall cleaning and the dead wood in the canopy should be removed. The limb on the Village tree overhangs the shed at 58 First Street. Trustee Lighton and Attorney Allan stated it is the homeowners’ right to cut the limb. Mayor Waterman asked if the Village should cut the limb. The tree is in good health, and the law states the homeowner can take the limb down. Attorney Allan read the Code of the Village, Chapter 36 section 40 Removal of dead and diseased trees from private property.

A. Private property owners have the duty, at their own expense, to cut down and remove any trees upon their property which are dead, harbor insects or disease, or which are so damaged as to be a public nuisance and in danger of falling, thereby causing damage to person or property of others.
B. The Village Tree Committee shall recommend to the Village Code Enforcement Officer to provide the property owner with written notification that a tree or shrub should be removed for any or all of the reasons stated above. Property owners shall, at their own expense, remove such trees. Property owners shall have 15 days after the date of service of the notice (either personal service or by certified mail) to inform the Village Code Enforcement Officer as to when the tree shall be removed. Property owners shall have no more than 30 days after informing the Village Code Enforcement Officer to remove such trees unless the Village Code Enforcement Officer indicates otherwise in writing. If a property owner fails to comply with such provisions, the Village shall remove such trees and charge the cost of removal to the property owner upon notice and hearing. If the cost of such removal remains unpaid for 60 days, the cost of removal shall be added to the next Village tax bill of the property owner.

Attorney Allan stated the Village of Camillus should hire an arborist to give a written report for the trees at 7 North Street and 9 Green Street. Mayor Waterman stated Code Enforcement Officer John Raflowski sent an Order to Remedy letter to 9 Green Street and proceeded to read the Order to Remedy. The Order to Remedy did not state the Village could hire someone to remove the dead tree. Attorney Allan will discuss this with Mr. Raflowski for future Orders. 
Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board approved the Village to hire an arborist to assess the presumably dangerous trees at 7 North Street and 9 Green Street. Mayor Waterman will call an arborist on Tuesday.
Mayor Waterman stated the sidewalk at 6 Elderkin Ave has been repaired and the sidewalk was built around the rock wall, so it is not uniformly wide. A photo was passed around showing the completed work.
Mayor Waterman stated the Town of Camillus listened to the Harriett Tubman presentation this past Tuesday. The Town of Elbridge approved the Harriett Tubman By-Way as billboards are already not allowed in the Town, so the proposal was not a problem. The Town of Camillus is still investigating. A discussion was held regarding visual distractions along Main Street which would violate the Harriett Tubman agreement. 
Mayor Waterman stated the benches in the Village of Camillus are failing and rusting away. The DPW suggested replacing the benches with heavy but removeable benches which can be put away during the winter months. Mayor Waterman will check with CNY Community Foundation and see if he can get a grant for benches and the grills in Munro Park. A discussion was held as to whether the benches should be brought in during the winter or whether people should still be able to sit on the benches during the winter months.
Public
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any comments from the Public. There were none.

Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions about the vouchers. There were none. Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #12 was approved as follows:
      		General Fund		                       $43,548.37
		Sewer Fund				    $517.10
		Trust Fund				    $445.20


Meeting Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding the June 1, 2026 Minutes. There were none. 
Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board approved the Minutes of June 1, 2026.
Attorney Comments
Attorney Allan stated he received an email requesting him to sign the Opinion of Counsel for the CREST $50,000 grant for the garage out back to replace the roof and siding. 
Upon motion of Trustee Rinaldo, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the Board authorized Attorney Robert Allan to sign the Grant Disbursement Agreement for the CREST grant subject to Attorney Allan’s approval.
Clerk
The Clerk asked about billing the fire department for some or all the legal fees associated with the banquet rental agreement as Chief Isgar stated this evening that he had additional edits for the rental contract and the banquet hall agreement has not been signed by the Executive Board. The current invoices total $1120 for Attorney Allan’s legal services. A discussion was held regarding a recent two day/night party at the fire department which resulted in a noise complaint from the neighbors, a comment in the Village office stating there were a lot of people in the parking lot and thought it was for early voting but was apparently the same party spilling into the parking lot, and apparently a medical issue the next night for the same group.  Trustee Ann Eckert stated there are cameras on the premises. Attorney Allan stated the only change to the banquet hall agreement was Chief Joe DiFabio asking for their annual $1000 payment to the fire department account to be placed in Interior Maintenance A3410.429. The Clerk stated Chief Isgar just asked for edits to their rental contract. If the fire department does not sign the agreement between them and the Village, they will not have the right to rent the hall to the public and non-profits. The Board and Attorney felt the attorney fees should be equally divided.
Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Rinaldo and unanimously approved, the Board agreed to bill the Camillus Volunteer Fire Department 50% of the legal fees being incurred for the preparation and finalization of the agreements between the Village and the Fire Department for leasing the fire department building and reserve the right to approve their contracts with third parties and for the rules and regulations agreement between the fire department and third parties. 
Mayor Waterman will call the fire department to let them know they will be billed for half of  Attorney Allan’s fees as described above. Further discussion was held regarding someone needing to be available to supervise the rental events. This was not an issue when the fire department clerk was overseeing the banquet rentals as she would be on sight during events and tell renters if they were getting too loud. Trustee Lighton stated this became an issue when the Village Board, Fire Chiefs, and Village Attorney had a problem with the fire department Clerk accruing compensated time when overseeing events at the hall. The members cannot be paid for overseeing the paid events as they are volunteers and they do not want to oversee the events without compensation. The donations for using the hall are deposited into an account for the general fire department to use for everyone. Trustee Ann Eckert stated if they cannot find someone to oversee the event, then they cannot have the event. Trustee Lighton stated this will keep going back and forth as the fire department put it on the Village Board to figure it out. Discussion was had about the Caretakers, but the Caretakers are only scheduled weekdays and daytimes. Trustee Mark Eckert suggested a cease and desist of the rentals until the agreements are signed. Mayor Waterman stated the hall is booked for events. Trustee Mark Eckert stated the Executive Board would have to call and cancel all events until this is resolved. Attorney Allan stated it is the Executive Board and not the Chiefs as the Chiefs have backed off and stated they are not the ones making this decision. Further discussion was held and a Special Meeting was suggested. 
A Special Meeting with the Camillus Fire Department Executive Board was set for June 24, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. Attorney Allan stated the notice will only be for the banquet hall rental so no other business can be discussed.
Trustee Reports
Trustee Mark Eckert stated he heard about a new law banning kratom, currently sold at the gas station, and asked if it had been passed. Mayor Waterman will find out.
Trustee Rinaldo stated Ron Kelly, 3 Feeder Bank, is very pleased with the paved Feeder Bank Road.
Trustee Ann Eckert asked if Attorney Allan was going to review the JRC contract. Attorney Allan stated the Clerk will get the documents to Chief Isgar to review as he is familiar with the information. The Village has until the end of the year before BOCES ends. Trustee Ann Eckert asked about any updates on the Danforth building. Trustee Ann Eckert raised concerns about 6”-8” joists and the fire department having to go through two roofs in the event there is a fire. The Clerk stated there is an existing permit, but she will mention it to Mr. Raflowski and verify he is aware of the roof as it is being constructed.
Upon motion of Trustee Ann Eckert, seconded by Trustee Mark Eckert and unanimously approved, the meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m.
Carrie Grooms, Clerk/Treasurer

