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[bookmark: _Hlk175230287][bookmark: _Hlk191989889][bookmark: _Hlk196380168]VILLAGE OF CAMILLUS
REGULAR MEETING 
February 2, 2026

Present:  Mayor Richard Waterman 				Attorney: Robert J. Allan 
	   Deputy Mayor Martin Rinaldo (on phone)
               Trustee Ann Eckert 					
	   Trustee Mark Eckert				
   Trustee James Lighton 				4 people in attendance
	   				 

Mayor Richard Waterman opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The next Board meeting is March 2, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. 

Camillus Fire Department
Chief Jim Hartford Sr. stated there have been 40 calls to date. All the “no smoking” and “designated smoking area” signs have been posted. The fire department presented a new fire fighter application for approval for Jeffrey Bross. Chief Hartford Sr. requested the Board vote tonight before the fire department members vote on the application next Monday as there is only one meeting this month. 

The fire department requested the following budget amendment:

	A3410.416 College Fire Course		$4,500.00
		A3410.4755 Squad 6 & 7 Equipment Repair		$4,500.00

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved, the Board authorized a budget amendment to transfer $4,500.00 from A3410.416 College Fire Course to A3410.4755 Squad 6 & 7 Equipment Repair.

Chief Hartford Sr. is the Administrative Chief, Chief Joe DiFabio is the Maintenance Chief, and Chief Fred Isgar is the Training Chief.

The Greater Camillus Chamber of Commerce will be hosting Family Fun Day in Munro Park  on July 18, 2026. Mayor Waterman passed around a pamphlet from Callahan Entertainment which will be contracted with to provide some of the entertainment for this event. Mayor Waterman asked if the fire department would be available to sell food at the event. Chief Hartford Sr stated the fire department would sell food. Attorney Bob Allan asked if a Health Permit was required for the fire department to sell food. 

Code Enforcement
[bookmark: _Hlk216954999]No Codes Officer present. Mayor Waterman stated the Village Clerk received another complaint about the snow plowing by Apple Auto’s plow service. The Clerk stated she had received a call stating the plow service was pushing snow from the entrance at Apple Auto across Genesee Street into the guardrails and blocking the road. Cars entering the Village were forced to stop abruptly under the bridge and the complainant was nearly clipped by the plow service as it crossed the street as he was leaving the Village before coming to the bridge. Codes Officer Bill Reagan spoke to Apple Auto and Apple Auto will speak to his plow service. Trustee Mark Eckert stated it is illegal to plow snow across the road. Attorney Allan will speak to Mr. Reagan and possibly send a letter to Apple Auto.

Central New York Regional Planning requires Board approval for the Annual Stormwater Management Coalition Services and Education Compliance Program.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert, and approved by the Board, the Board authorized Mayor Waterman to sign the Annual Stormwater Management Coalition Services and Education Compliance Program agreement.

The voting was as follows:
	
	Richard Waterman			Mayor		Yes
	Martin Rinaldo			Trustee		Absent
	Ann Eckert				Trustee		Yes
	James Lighton				Trustee		Abstain
	Mark Eckert 				Trustee 	Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Mayor Waterman stated Tony Komuda stopped in the Village Hall and was asking about the property for sale at the end of Wallace Avenue. Mr. Komuda asked about hooking up sewers to the property. A lengthy discussion was held, and the Board reviewed the tax map. Mayor Waterman will refer Mr. Komuda to Mr. Reagan. Attorney Allan stated whoever buys the property should be annexed into the Village if they will be using the Village roads and services.

Byrne Dairy Update

Mayor Waterman stated he spoke with Christian Brunelle, Byrne Dairy, and the new DEC plans were submitted to William Morse, Engineer, and are waiting for his approval.

Military Banners selection is completed, and we did not need to do a lottery as we still have one pole not filled. We will be submitting the order soon.

Main Street

Mayor Waterman is waiting for a call from Senator Chris Ryan regarding the quote for $375,000 to replace Main Street. The road needs to be dug down about 4.5” from Elm Street to the other side of the bridge. A discussion was held regarding obtaining a grant or having someone else take over Main Street. We currently have about one year of usage remaining.
 
A discussion was held regarding the retaining wall at 6 Elderkin and the repairs that are needed. Attorney Allan will follow up with Ms. Lukacs.

Mayor Waterman stated we learned the $50,000 DASNY grant will allow the siding of the garage out back but not a roof over roof. In order to qualify for the grant, the roof must be removed and a new roof put on. Mayor Waterman had a meeting with DASNY, and they finally approved the roof to be installed over the current roof as a stand-alone project.

Onondaga County Soil and Water sent out an order form for the Village to request either 100 free seedlings or one large tree. Upon consultation with our Cornell Arborist, the Village is requesting a full-size tree which we will plant for Arbor Day.

Approval of Vouchers
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding the vouchers. 

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert and unanimously approved by the Board, Abstract #3 was approved as follows: 

		General: 	$14,656.93
		Sewer:		$       24.21 
                    
Approval of Minutes
Mayor Waterman asked if there were any questions regarding January 5, 2026, Minutes. There were none.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved January 5, 2026, Minutes, were approved.

The Board reviewed Jeffrey Bross’ application for membership in the Camillus Fire Department.

A motion was put forth by Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton and unanimously approved by the Board to accept Jeffrey Bross’ into membership at the Camillus Fire Department pending approval by the fire department membership on February 9, 2026 and pending two additional references. The background check letter should reflect the last name as Bross instead of Ross.

Trustee Comments
Trustee Lighton stated there was a large snowball/pile at the end of his driveway the snowplow left behind which he had to break out before he could exit his driveway. Discussion was had regarding the current snow removal difficulties. Mr. Rether has been hired to remove snow with a payloader, and we have had a couple temporary employees fill in when our DPW has been unable to come in or we have needed additional assistance.

Mayor Waterman requested an Executive Session for the purpose of personnel matters.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton, and unanimously approved, the Board entered Executive Session to discuss personnel matters at 6:10 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton, and unanimously approved, the Board came out of Executive Session to discuss personnel matters at 7:05 p.m.

Upon motion of Trustee Mark Eckert, seconded by Trustee Lighton, and unanimously approved, the Board accepted John Raflowski as the Village Code Officer, replacing Bill Reagan, effective April 1, 2026 with an annual salary of $16,120.

The voting was as follows:
	
	Richard Waterman			Mayor		Yes
	Martin Rinaldo			Trustee		Absent
	Ann Eckert				Trustee		Yes
	James Lighton				Trustee		Yes
	Mark Eckert 				Trustee 	Yes

The motion was duly approved.

Upon motion of Trustee Lighton, seconded by Trustee Ann Eckert, and unanimously approved the meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.

Carrie Grooms
Clerk/Treasurer                       
