


Lead Them to Jesus in 2024 
  Now more than ever, people need Jesus! The morality of our world, our 

country, our state, and yes, even our local communities is in chaos. We are  
told to believe that there is no right or wrong, everyone is basically good,  
people can choose what human gender they want to be or even if they want 

to be human at all, the Bible is not absolute truth and there are many ways to  
heaven. God help us to see these lies for what they are.  

  The good news is as Romans 5:8 tells us that “God demonstrates his own 

love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Did you hear 

that? “While we were still sinners...” Even in the sad shape that our world is in 

today “Christ died for us”. Praise His Holy name! Our only hope is Jesus! 

The majority of children who come to Lighthouse Christian Camp have never heard Romans 5:8 or any of the  
Gospel. On the first day of camp, they are given their very own Bible. Just a few hours later in our first chapel of the 

week, they are taught who God is, and that the Bible they’ve been given is “The word of God” and absolute truth.  As the 

camp week continues, staff and volunteers use the Bibles the children have been given to show them, in God’s very own 

words, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Here they are taught that they have great value and worth and are loved enough that 

Jesus died for them. They are taught that Christ’s death on the cross is a gift, and that if they accept it, they will never be 

the same! 

  God has richly blessed us at Lighthouse to see thousands of children over the years accept Christ’s gift, confess their 

sins and Jesus as Lord, and surrender their lives to Him. We will never know this side of heaven whether all of these  
professions of faith were genuine, but we can faithfully say that we have seen real change in the lives of so many of 

these children: from darkness to light, sadness to joy, hopelessness to hope.  

  We cannot save anyone… we can only be obedient to God’s word and lovingly lead others to Jesus as He has  
commanded us to do. 1 Peter 3:15 tells us to “always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for 

the hope that is in you.” As Christians, we have a calling - a responsibility to tell others about our hope in Jesus, and to 

sometimes use words. Those who are not followers of Christ should be able to tell that those who are... speak, act, walk, 

and live differently. It is through a life lived in obedience to the word that we will be able to lead others to Jesus Christ. 

  Our neighbors and the world need Jesus. We pray that in 2024 you will lead others to Him! 



Lighthouse Christian Camp Ministries Include: 
LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN CAMP 

  With a motto of, “where LOVE 
abides for children in need,” 
Lighthouse Boys and Girls’ Ranch 
homes provide loving care for  
foster children that are referred by 
The Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes. The spacious Ranch homes 

are able to accommodate large sibling groups who would 
often otherwise have had to be split up between multiple 
foster homes. House parents who love the Lord Jesus Christ 
provide consistent love, discipline, and direction that  
children need and deserve. 

LIGHTHOUSE BOYS & GIRLS’ RANCH 

  Since 1982, Lighthouse  
Christian Camp has focused on 
reaching out and ministering to 
under-resourced, disadvantaged 
and often needy children.        
  Through week-long summer 
camps ,and year-round disciple-
ship programs thousands of  
children, who never otherwise 
would have the opportunity have 

come, free of charge, to experience the beauty of God’s  
creation in a new and meaningful way.    
  They get to do all the things children should get to do: ride 
horses, swim, hike, go on hayrides, pontoon boat rides, and 
more. Prayer, sharing, quiet time, and acknowledging our  
Creator and Savior are part of every activity.   
  Campers eat three delicious meals a day—and they eat  
until they’re full! They run, play, and make new friends. They 
rest, they laugh and smile, but most importantly, through 
the camp’s volunteers and staff, these boys and girls see a 
living picture of Christ as they are loved, accepted, and  
valued for who they are. Many lives have been eternally 
changed as they have come to know Him as their personal 
Lord and Savior and as they grow in their faith in Him. 

“SING FOR JOY” WIDOWS’ HOMES 

   The Pastors’ Retreat Home minis-
try provides a place for pastors and 
their wives and families to use as a 
wonderful getaway to recuperate 
from the challenges of ministry. 
With its magnificent views of the 
camp and Center Hill Lake, the  
retreat home offers much relaxa-
tion to those who come. A game 
room equipped with billiards, ping 
pong, and foosball provides families a great place to reconnect. The 
home’s close proximity to camp offers many other activities and 
amenities which will allow these families a place to get together or to 
get alone with God. 
  In addition to providing a getaway, each October, Lighthouse Chris-
tian Camp holds a special “Pastors’ and Wives’ Retreat”  
conference. The heart and vision for this retreat is to give pastors and 
their wives the opportunity to rest and relax in an environment where 
they are encouraged, loved, and appreciated. With 
delicious meals, great activities, insightful breakout sessions, and awe-
some times of worship, the retreat is a wonderful way for couples to 
relax and rejuvenate. 

  Based upon the scriptural mandate 
of caring for widows, the goal and 
mission of Sing for Joy is to offer wid-
ows safe, independent retirement 
living with unlimited opportunities to 
serve in ministry.  
  Each widow in residence occupies 
her own private and spacious, one-
bedroom suite with a full kitchen, full 

bath, and deck or patio. For times of fellowship, the home is 
equipped with a common area with its own eat-in kitchen, living 
room, half bath, and laundry area. 
  All widows have unlimited opportunities to be involved with the 
ministries of Lighthouse Christian Camp. What a joy for these ladies 
to be just like grandmothers to these children!  

LIGHTHOUSE PASTORS’ RETREAT HOME 





       

        

IT’S NOT TOO LATE  
TO SERVE THIS YEAR 

  Here we are… the final month of 2023. 

Did you make time to serve God this year? 

It’s not too late! Volunteer in your church, 

take a meal to a neighbor, or help a family 

in need in your community.  

  If you’re interested in helping at Light-

house, we have two great opportunities to 

serve during our Christmas parties for  
under-resourced children.  

On consecutive Saturdays, (December 2nd 

and 9th) hundreds of children will attend 

and will have the joy of experiencing the 

true meaning of Christmas through Light-

house. They’ll get to “shop” for gifts for 

themselves and family members. They’ll 

sing Christmas carols, drink hot chocolate, 

listen to “the real” story of Christmas, and 

much more.  

Over 150 volunteers are needed for each 

of these events. Call (615) 597-1264 for 

more information. 

 
GIRLS’ 
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PARTY 

BOYS’ 
CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
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      We are so excited as we watch and 

participate in what God is doing in the 

ministry of Sing for Joy Widows’ homes.  
  Lord willing, by the time you are  
flipping to this month of January, we 

will be well underway in the construc-

tion of this third home for widows. This 

home, like the previous two, will pro-

vide safety and security along with  
purpose and fulfillment to its residents.  
  Come join us as we experience yet  
another supernatural work of God at 

Lighthouse Christian Camp.  
  Volunteers are needed for all facets of 

construction of this home. If you’d like 

to donate to help fund the building of 

this new home you can do so at our 

website… 

www.lighthousechristiancamp.com. 
  For more information contact the 

camp office at (615) 597-1264. 
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After-school Club 
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GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT

Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

BOYS’ WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Building By Faith 

• 62% of those widows have a household 

income of less than $30,000.00 per year.* 

• 50% of widows leave the church they 

attended with their husband within the 

first year. 

There are 

over 11  
million  

widows in 

the US. 
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The Harringtons 
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The Harringtons

 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
LEADERS RETREAT 

BOYS’ & GIRLS WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Opportunities for  
All Ages to Serve 

With the new year and cold weather 

comes new maintenance as well as the 

new construction God has directed.   
At Lighthouse, there are opportunities 

to serve for all ages. Bring the family 

for a day of raking leaves, or take on a 

landscaping project. Help with repaint-

ing cabins or performing needed me-

chanic work. Assist other volunteers 

with cleaning cabins or other buildings 

or with sorting through donations.  
For more details on how you and/or   

your group can get involved please call  
(615) 597-1264 



 

 

 
www.lighthousechristiancamp.com 

www.thefacesoflighthouse.com www.facebook.com/lighthousesmithville 



 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA WITH A PURPOSE 
  Social media is a way of life for 

most. It seems that everyone has a 

cell phone these days, and young 

and old regularly visit and post on 

Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, and 

more.  
  We realize that this can easily get 

out of hand, but we also know that 

social media is a great way for you 

to keep up with what God is doing in 

the lives of your church family and 

in the ministries you support. 
  Lighthouse Christian Camp is on 

several social media platforms, and 

we regularly share current events of 

what God is doing in and through 

His ministries here.  
We have included QR Codes in the  
calendar boxes to the right so you 

can easily scan to join and follow us. 

For more on other ways to stay  
informed call (615) 597-1264. 
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GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 
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BOYS’ WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
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  As we get older, our natural instinct 

is to begin looking for ways to slow 

down and to take it easier. If this life 

were all there were, it might make 

sense but as Christians we know our 

days on earth are just the beginning, 

and that God has commissioned us 

to make disciples. 
  Residents at Sing For Joy Widows’ 

Homes have purpose and fulfillment 

as they love and lead the children, 

other widows, staff and volunteers 

who come through the gates of  
Lighthouse Christian Camp. 
  These ladies are a wonderful  
example of serving Jesus with the  
intent of helping to win one more 

for Jesus! For more information 

about God’s ministry to widows here 

please call (615) 597-1264. 

Leading in Maturity 

GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
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  Summer Camp starts next month. Along 

with returning campers will be hundreds of 

first-timers who have rarely, if ever, heard 

the Gospel.  
  Volunteers are desperately needed during 

May, June, and July as we prepare for and 

hold camp each week.  
  Helping with activities such as leading a 

horse, driving a boat, volunteering in the 

kitchen, or serving as a volunteer mentor 

for a week this summer can make an eter-

nity of difference in a child’s life. There is 

no greater joy than to watch these trans-

formations from death to life! 
Call (615) 597-1264 for more information. 

Come Lend a Hand and 
Help Lead them to Christ 
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Girls’ Missions Camp 

  In Proverbs 31, God gives a clear descrip-
tion of a “virtuous” (behavior showing high 
moral standards) wife/woman. It is a  
woman’s faith and relationship with Christ 
that makes her a virtuous woman…”    
  This month we are once again expecting 
God to send hundreds of young ladies to 
camp. Some, for the very first time, will  
confess their sins to Jesus -  establishing 
their faith and relationship with Christ. 
  Other returning campers will strengthen 
and renew their relationships and will leave 
with more determination to serve Him.  
  Come and be a part of leading these 
young ladies to a deeper relationship with 
Christ on their way to becoming Proverbs 
31 women. Call (615) 597-1264.  

Leading Young Ladies to be  
Proverbs 31 Women 
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Boys’ Discipleship Camp 

Boys’ Missions Camp 

   

Boys’ Discipleship Camp 

Leading Boys to  
Biblical Manhood 

  Today’s culture has a very distorted 

perception of what it means to be a 

man. Many boys don’t know who they 

are, or what it is to be a man, and it is 

only through a relationship with Christ 

and biblical training that Godly man-

hood can be achieved. 

  July marks the beginning of our boys’ 

weeks of camp. Hundreds of boys will 

attend camp this month, and most do 

not have a Godly father at home who 

can lead and “train them up in the way 

they should go.”  

Would you be willing to “stand in the 

gap” and provide leadership and train-

ing by being an example of Christ’s love 

to one or more of these young men 

this summer? For more information call 

(615) 597-1264. 

Boys’ Missions Camp 
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  With the close of summer comes the 

task of following up with the 700 plus 

children who attended camp. Many of 

these children made first time deci-

sions for Christ, and many others  
renewed their faith during their sum-

mer camp week. 

  Most of these young men and wom-

en do not regularly attend church, and 

receive no Biblical teaching at home or 

elsewhere. They’ve made decisions for 

Christ, but now what? 

  We must disciple them, and we can-

not do it alone! We desperately need 

local churches in the 15 counties we 

serve to come alongside us and help 

love these campers and their families 

into local congregations. For infor-

mation on how your church can get in-

volved call (615) 597-1264.  

Leading to Discipleship 

BOYS’ WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEDED 





 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LABOR DAY 

3 
 

4 5 6 7 

8 
 
 
 
 
GRANDPARENTS DAY 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 

DeKalb County  
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After-school Club 

3:00-5:30 PM 
 
 
 

18 19 20 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL POW/MIA 

RECOGNITION DAY 

21 
 
 
 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN 

23 24 
 

DeKalb County  
After-school Club 

3:00-5:30 PM 
 

 
 
 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 28 
 
 
 
 
 

29 30      

      

   

  September brings with it our annual 

C.A.T.C.H (Caring Adults Training  
Children’s Hearts) fishing event. The 

goal of the event is to teach children 

to fish and to provide them with an 

opportunity to catch something. To 

do this, we need volunteers who 

know where, when, and how to fish.  

  The same can be said as we under-

take being fishers of men. Find some-

one who’s leading people to Jesus, 

and learn from them.   

  If you or someone you know loves 

Jesus and would like to help with this 

event as we teach and lead children 

to fish, call us at (615) 597-1264. 

BOYS’ & GIRLS WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

C.A.T.C.H. 
Fishing Event 

Casting the Net  
as Fishers of Men 

GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
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BOYS’ WEEKEND RETREAT 
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

14th ANNUAL  
PASTORS AND WIVES RETREAT 

   

Leading Iron to 
Sharpen Iron 

    Often, those called to full-time min-

istry are so focused with their head 

down and their hand to the plow that 

they fail to develop and nurture rela-

tionships not only with their families, 

but also with other pastors and 

friends. Proverb 27:17 tells us that we 

should not be alone, and again in  
Ecclesiastes 4, God reminds us of the 

value of a friend. 
  On the first weekend of this month, 

we will hold our 14th annual Pastors’ 

and Wives’ Retreat. At this FREE 

event, Pastors’ and their wives’  can  
fellowship, love and encourage one 

another and be reminded that they 

are not alone!  
If you’d like more information about 

the Pastors’ and wives retreat or 

about using the Pastor’s retreat home 

for a getaway call  (615) 597-1264. 



High School and College students make an 

eternity of difference in children’s lives 

serving on summer staff at Lighthouse! 
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GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT

Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

 

  The Lighthouse Ranch Childrens 

Homes are a wonderful part of God’s 

ministries here at camp. Now in its 

16th year of operation, Lighthouse 

Ranch provides homes for sibling 

groups in crisis who need temporary 

or long-term foster care.  
  The Ranch houses themselves are 

beautiful, but it is the substitute moms 

and dads that make them special. 

These dedicated Christians provide 

love, encouragement and a feeling of 

comfort and safety to the children 

placed in their care. They take them to 

church, tell them of Christ, teach them 

to pray, and lead them to Jesus.  
They are what makes these houses 

wonderful, loving homes! 
  For more information on how you 

can support this ministry or even  
become a foster parent yourself, call 

our offices at (615) 597-1264 today. 
 

Making a House a Home 



COME AND SERVE 



 

 

“And she will bring forth a Son, 

and you shall call His name Jesus” 
  What better time could there possi-

bly be to lead people to Jesus than at 

Christmas?  

  Our 36th annual Christmas parties 

will be held on December 7th (Girls) 

and December 14th (Boys).  

  Camp children young and old will 

once again hear the Gospel story of 

the birth, death, and resurrection of  

Jesus Christ. They’ll also get to choose 

from thousands of donated gifts as 

they shop for themselves and their 

family members, and participate in 

wonderful traditions like drinking hot 

cocoa and singing Christmas carols.    

  Volunteers are needed for gift wrap-

ping, store clerks,  traffic control, and 

more. To register to volunteer for this 

event, go to our website or call  
(615) 597-1264 for details on how you 

can serve. 
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Our Lighthouse Christian Camp Family 

Doug and Janet Parham 
Director of Widows Ministry 

Jason & Amy Harrington & Family  
House Parents & Camp Directors 

Corey & Aaliyah Merriman & Family  
Ranch House Parents  

Irene Wright 
Ranch Intern 

Michael & Kelly Kilgore 
Executive Director 

Jonathan & Jeannie 

Shrum 
Ben & Ermeda Chapman 

Founders 
Beverly Bennett 
Administration 

Rodger & Vicki Myhre 
Maintenance Director 

Erica Nemeth 
Camp Intern 

Jane Jepson Patty Jackson Carol Ann O’Clare Valarii Nunn Kathy Carroll Mary Nevel Vicky Bly 

Our Ladies From Sing For Joy 

Shayne & Amber Spurgeon & Family 
Camp Program Director 



 How can you help? 
 

 

 

  Would you consider becoming a: 
 

MONTHLY SUPPORTER 

• Provide needed funds to sustain 
these ministries, and ongoing follow 
up programs. 

• Provide for expansion and improve-
ment of facilities. 

• Payments can be automatically   
deducted from your account each 
month. 

CAMP SPONSOR 

• Make it possible for children to come 
to camp for free. 

• Just $180 sponsors a child to come to 
camp for a whole week! 

• In  return for your sponsorship, you 
will receive a thank you letter from a 
camper, handwritten in his or her 
own words. 

PROJECT VOLUNTEER 

God continues to send dedicated volunteers 
from all over the country to work on building 
and maintenance projects around the camp.   
Are you willing to be used in one of the  
following areas? 
• Construction or building maintenance. 
• Landscaping and grounds maintenance. 
• Painting 
• Cleaning 
• Office/Clerical 
• Preparing for and working special events. 

VOLUNTEER MENTOR / COUNSELOR 

• Week-long mentors needed for sum-
mer camps. 

• Weekend mentors needed throughout 
fall and winter for follow-up programs. 

• Once-a-week mentors for After School 
Club throughout the school year. 

PRAYER 

Please continue to pray for the ministries 

of Lighthouse Christian Camp. Pray for the 

children and widows who come, for the 

staff and volunteers who serve, and for 

those who give.  Pray for God’s direction 

for how He wants you to get involved. 
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Lighthouse Christian Camp, Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization, totally 

dependent on donations of financial gifts and volunteer services.  Whether 

you are a church, business, organization, or an individual, we hope that 

you will prayerfully consider how God would have you get involved.  The 

widows and the children who come to Lighthouse Christian Camp, as well 

as those who live in our Ranch homes, desperately need your help. 

Month By Month, Your Support Makes An Eternity Of Difference! 
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Scan the QR Code to Visit Now 




