Lighthouse Christian Camp
2022 Calendar & Ministry Guide

Isaiah 43:18-19.
“Remember ye not the former things,
neither consider the things of old.
Behold, I will do a new thing;
now it shall spring forth;
shall ye not know it?
I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.”
The year 2021 marked forty years of ministering to under-resourced, often disadvantaged
children, to the widow and the orphan. Over these forty years there are wonderful memories of
how God ordered this ministry into existence and how Bro. Ben, Ms. Ermeda and the Chapman
family obeyed each step of the way. Forty years of miracles… of God’s provisions, His grace and
His mercy.
With all of these memories it can be difficult not to keep looking back at what God “has” done
instead of “LOOKING AHEAD” at what God has promised to do in the future. Promises that He will
make “roads in the wilderness” and rivers in the desert”.

And so it is with great expectancy that we begin a new year. In 2022, we EXPECT God to continue to move on and in the hearts and lives of our camp children and their families. We EXPECT
God to continue to send widows to take up residency at Sing for Joy Widows Homes and we
EXPECT God to bring large sibling groups of children in need who will reside for however long He
sees fit in one of our Ranch Foster Homes.
Yes…. our expectations are great, but He is faithful! Join with Him and with us in looking ahead.

Lighthouse Christian Camp Ministries Include:
LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN CAMP
Since 1982, Lighthouse Christian Camp has maintained the
focus of reaching out and ministering to under-resourced, disadvantaged and often needy children. Through week-long summer camps and year-round discipleship programs thousands of
children, who never otherwise
would have the opportunity have come, free of charge, to experience
the beauty of God’s creation in a new and meaningful way.
They get to do all the things children should get to do: ride horses,
swim, hike, go on hay rides, pontoon boat rides, and more. Prayer,
sharing, quiet time, and acknowledging our Creator and Savior are
part of every activity.
Campers eat three delicious meals a day—and they eat until they’re
full! They run, play, and make new friends. They rest, they laugh and
smile, but most importantly, through the camp’s volunteers and staff,
these boys and girls see a living picture of Christ as they are loved,
accepted, and valued for who they are. Many lives have been eternally
changed as they have come to know Him as their personal Lord and
Savior and as they grow in their faith in Him.

“SING FOR JOY” WIDOWS’ HOMES
Based upon the scriptural mandate of caring for
widows, the goal and mission of Sing for Joy is to
offer widows safe, independent retirement living
with unlimited opportunities to serve in ministry.
Each widow in the residence occupies her own
private, spacious, one-bedroom suite with a full
kitchen, full bath, and deck or patio. For times of
fellowship, the home is equipped with a common
area with its own eat-in kitchen, living room, ½ bath,
and laundry area.
All widows have unlimited opportunities to be
involved with the ministries of Lighthouse Christian
Camp. What a joy for these ladies to be just like a grandmother to a child.

LIGHTHOUSE BOYS & GIRLS’ RANCH
With a motto of, “where LOVE abides for
children in need,” Lighthouse Boys and Girls’
Ranch homes provide loving care for foster
children that are referred by The Tennessee
Baptist Children’s Homes. The spacious
Ranch homes are able to accommodate large
sibling groups who would often otherwise have
to be split up between multiple foster homes.
House parents that love the Lord Jesus Christ provide consistent love, discipline
and direction that children need and deserve.

LIGHTHOUSE PASTORS’ RETREAT HOME
The Pastors’ Retreat Home ministry provides
a place for pastors and their wives and families
to use as a wonderful getaway to recuperate
from the challenges of ministry. With its magnificent views of the camp and Center Hill Lake,
the retreat home offers much relaxation to those
who come. A game room equipped with
billiards, ping pong, and foosball provides families a great place to reconnect. The home’s close
proximity to camp offers many other activities
and amenities which will allow these families a
place to get together or to get alone with God.
In addition to providing a getaway, each October, Lighthouse Christian Camp holds a special
“Pastors’ and Wives Retreat” conference. The heart and vision for this retreat is to give
pastors and their wives the opportunity to rest and relax in an environment where they are
encouraged, loved and appreciated. With delicious meals, great activities, inciteful breakout
sessions and awesome times of worship the retreat is a wonderful way for couples to relax and
rejuvenate.
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Our 33rd annual Christmas parties will take
place on December 4th (Girls) and December
11th (Boys).
Hundreds of our campers will come, along with
a younger brother or sister and will spend the
day celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
Thousands of donated items are placed on tables in the camp’s huge gym. Children are given
play money to shop for and select toys, clothes
and shoes. They also experience the joy of giving
as they can “purchase” gifts for their families.
For many of these children, this will be the only
Christmas they and their families will have.
In addition to “shopping” for gifts, children enjoy listening to the Christmas story, drinking hot
chocolate, singing Christmas carols and eating a
delicious lunch.
Volunteers are always needed for gift wrapping,
serving hot chocolate and lunches, being “store
clerks” behind the tables and much more. Contact the camp office at (615) 597-1264 for details
on how you can serve.
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Year-round we make every effort to disciple as
many of our summer campers as we possibly
can. One of the ways we do this is through our
“Weekend Retreats”. Twice a month (once for
girls and once for boys) during the fall, winter,
and spring, we select and invite children who
have attended summer camps to a weekend
retreat. These “mini-camps” are from 6:30
Friday night thru Noon on Saturday.
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Children arrive with great excitement and enthusiasm to reconnect with their friends and counselors from the summer knowing that camp is a
place where they will be safe, loved and appreciated.
During the retreat campers enjoy hot meals,
games, night hikes, swimming (when the weather permits), campfires, chapel time and one on
one study time with their counselor.
WE NEED YOU to be a part of our weekend
retreats!

GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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BOYS’ WEEKEND RETREAT
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon
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High School and College students make an
eternity of difference in children’s lives
serving on summer staff at Lighthouse!
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ON MISSION AT HOME!
Christian youth who desire to experience serving
on the mission field have many options and
choices.
Many of these opportunities are overseas and
some are even in exotic places with sand and surf.
All are worthy callings if in answer to our Lord’s
commandment of “The Great Commission”.
In the middle (or sometimes at the bottom) of
these choices is serving on mission at home… in
our very own communities.
Each year Lighthouse Christian Camp makes
numerous visits to college campuses, high school
FCA groups, churches and Christian events in an
attempt to get in front of college and older high
school students to share the mission and purpose
of our ministry. Our hope and prayer is that
through these visits God will speak to the hearts of
a few of these strong Christian youth about
serving on staff at camp for the summer.
Those called and selected will serve for either
four or eight weeks as a counselor and be salt and
light to the hundreds of children who come.
Do you know a strong Christian college or high
school student you’d like to recommend? Call the
camp office at (615) 597-1264

6

7

NATIONAL
FREEDOM DAY

GROUNDHOG DAY

8

9
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Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon
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Job 29:13

And I caused the
widow’s heart to
sing for joy.
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AT
SING FOR JOY
WIDOWS’ HOMES
Imagine being a widow and feeling like you
have no real purpose. To make matters worse,
the upkeep of a home, a car and financial
obligations can be overwhelming and you often
face them alone. Even with loving family members nearby, you can’t help feeling like God has
more for you to do….
Welcome to Sing For Joy Widows Homes where
our resident widows thrive with endless opportunities to serve and minister to the children,
orphans, pastors and other widows at Lighthouse
Christian Camp.
Here widows find fulfillment as they involve
themselves in the every day life of ministering to
others. They lead small groups in our AfterSchool-Club program, help in the kitchen during
camp and special events and they make a difference in every life they touch.
If you or someone you know is ready to be
“Refired” instead of retired, call us for more
information.
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GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

15

17

16

18
22

19
23

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

21
25

22
26

23
27

24
28

DeKalb County
After-school Club
3:00-5:30 PM

28

29

29

25

30

26

BOYS’ WEEKEND RETREAT
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FIRST
DAY OF SPRING

31
27

11

30

31

APRIL 2022
SUNDAY

“IN NATURE THE CREATOR’S
VOICE IS NOT SILENT”
Imagine your first time at camp. Learning about
creation and more importantly our creator. Reading in your very own Bible of how the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, wore a crown of thorns before being
hung on a cross to die and pay for our sins.
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Throughout their time here campers experience
God’s creation in every direction. From hiking in
the woods, riding a horse, enjoying the calmness
of the cove in an early morning kayak activity, or
gazing at the beauty of the lake and hills from the
Camp 2 chapel area.
Lighthouse Camp is a
miracle work of God and we
give all glory to Him.
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Now imagine being on a hike the very next day
and seeing a thorned Honey locust tree for the
first time. Visualizing what it must have been like
for Jesus as He endured the pain for us.
Brother Ben and Ms. Ermeda’s oldest son Justin
who went to be with the Lord in 1996 often said,
“In nature the Creator’s voice is not silent”.
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GIRLS’ WEEKEND RETREAT
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13

14

15

16

DeKalb County
After-school Club
3:00-5:30 PM
PASSOVER BEGINS
(SUNSET)
GOOD FRIDAY

PALM SUNDAY

17

18

19

20

21

22

DeKalb County
After-school Club
3:00-5:30 PM

BOYS’ WEEKEND RETREAT
Fri. at 6:30 PM—Sat. at Noon
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Retired? Vacation Time?

Aged 18-80, 81, 82...
God can use YOU in the lives of our camp children!
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ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Ministering to those in our midst can be one of
the most difficult things we as Christians do. When
we’re in our homes and our communities we often
get so preoccupied with “life” that we forget that
there are people all around us who are perishing
because they don’t know Jesus. Families and
children who are living in hopelessness.
In addition to dozens of older high school and
college students, we need adults to come serve for a
week at a time in the summer. Adults who will
provide that ray of hope to these children in need.
Those who will sit down and engage these campers
and point them to God’s word, those willing to exhaust themselves as they spend long days and
nights in the thick of the battle as spiritual warfare
rages around them. Yes, you will get tired, yes, the
enemy will give you every excuse not to come. But
if not you, who?
Romans 10:14 reminds us “How then shall they call
on Him in whom they have not believed? And how
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? “
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Please pray and ask God if He would have you
serve at Lighthouse this summer.

2022 SUMMER STAFF TRAINING
MEMORIAL DAY
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2022 SUMMER STAFF TRAINING

GIRLS SUMMER CAMP
Excitement has been brewing for months and
camp is finally here! Staff and volunteers have
worked tirelessly to prepare for the children.
Cabins have been cleaned, lawns and flower beds
manicured, pools opened and sparkling…. all with
one thing in mind. Give them the very best we
have!
Treat them like royalty, for they are daughters of
the King! Love with a Christ like affection! In
every activity, every action, no matter how
insignificant… point them to the cross.
We plant, we water, we cultivate and by the power of the Holy Spirit many will confess Jesus as
their Lord and Savior and in faith, surrender their
lives to Him.
Volunteers are desperately
needed throughout these
weeks to come and serve,
especially as counselors. Is
God calling you?
Call today for more details!

(615) 597-1264.
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Girls’ Discipleship Camp
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There has been a call to action for years for men to
man up, step up, be men of action, lead, initiate,
hate apathy, reject passivity.
As the boys camp weeks begin, we have a
wonderful opportunity to teach these very things
by pouring into young men the word and love of
Christ.
We lead by example. We talk about and show
grace, patience, kindness and self control. We
show them that real men love Jesus and that God
has a special purpose for their lives.
Many start out undisciplined, rebellious,
resentful, angry, and indifferent. They pretend not
to care because of neglect, inconsistent love, care
and many disappointments. At camp they quickly
learn, by the power of the Holy Spirit, that God
created them uniquely special and that they are
genuinely loved by God, the counselors and staff.
Will you set an example for your family, your
church and your community by spending a week at
Lighthouse Christian Camp training up Godly
young men? Call for details today.
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AFTER SCHOOL-CLUB RESUMES
This month we resume our After-School-Club
program for the children of DeKalb County that
have been to camp and have shown interest in
learning more about Jesus. These campers are
invited to participate in our program where they
are picked up from their various schools in the
county and brought to the camp every Tuesday
afternoon.
Upon arrival the children are fed a nutritious
meal, helped with their homework, participate in
a Bible lesson, memorize scripture, play games
and of course, attend a time of worship.
They are challenged and encouraged to work
hard for good grades and to have good attitudes
both at home and at school. We are in contact
with their teachers and hold the children accountable for their behavior and studies. Good grades
get rewarded monetarily, and we provide exciting
field trips in the fall and spring for those who have
worked hard in school, kept good attitudes and
memorized their verses.
Our desire is to build on the relationships that
started in summer camp. If you’d like to know
more or are interested in participating in our After
-School-Club program, call the camp today.
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“CATCH THE JOY”
This month we hold our annual C.A.T.C.H
(Caring Adults Touching Children’s Hearts)
fishing event on Center Hill Lake. The day begins
with the arrival of 30 or so local fishermen who
have signed up to share their boats, fishing skills,
time and most of all Christian love with a child
who rarely experiences any of these. After
launching and temporarily beaching their boats,
they anxiously await the arrival of the children.
By 8:00 AM they arrive. 60 nervous and excited
children anxiously await to be assigned to a boat
and fishing mentor who will take them and
another camper out for a morning of fishing they
will likely never forget.
Life jackets are donned, fishing rods and big
juicy worms are handed out, a
quick group picture is taken
and the boats are off.
By late morning the boats
return for a celebration
luncheon where the campers
will each receive a trophy,
C.A.T.C.H. t-shirt and a brand
new rod and reel to take
home.
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Lighthouse Pastors/Ministry

Retreat Home
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Ministering To Those In Ministry
In 2011 God called us to begin a ministry to
Pastors and their wives. Thus, the Lighthouse
Pastors Retreat Home was established to
provide a no-cost place for pastors and their families to get away and be refreshed in their service
to the Lord.
With it’s magnificent views of the camp and
Center Hill Lake the retreat home offers much
relaxation to those who come. A game room
equipped with billiards, ping pong and foosball
offers families a great place to reconnect.
The retreat home is available for others in
ministry as well for a nominal rental fee.
That same year Lighthouse held its’ first ever
Pastors and Wives Retreat. This annual
event provides a setting where Pastors and their
wives can gather together with others in the Pastorate to relax and encourage one another. Each
day provides opportunities for unifying in prayer
and worship, informative teaching and questions
and answers sessions about the challenges, needs
and conflicts involved with being in ministry.
There are also opportunities for great outdoor
activities such as horseback riding, hiking, pontoon and hay rides and especially alone time with
God in the hills of the camp property. If you
would like more information on the Pastors
Retreat Home or Pastors and Wives Retreat
please call the camp office.
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FOSTERING IN FAITH
Through our Ranch homes, Lighthouse Christian
Camp provides loving Christian care for sibling
groups in need. Whether its short or long-term,
children who come to live here are loved into the
Lighthouse family. From day one, they learn that
things are different here, with prayer and faith in
God being at the center of everything. Through the
mentoring of caring house parents, their families
as well as camp staff and others in residence, these
children soon come to realize that they too have a
creator who loves and cares for them.
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Our hope and prayer is always that God will intervene in the lives and situations that led to the children being removed so that the children in our care
can be reunited with their families. Placements in
our homes are referred and managed by TN Baptist
Children’s Homes.
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For information on how you
can help support our Ranch
homes, please call the camp
office at (615) 597-1264.
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Once again over 800 under-resourced, disadvantaged
and often needy children are expected to attend our
annual Christmas Parties on December 3rd & 10th.
People from all across our communities, state and
even country purchase and send or deliver the
thousands of gifts needed for the parties. Others give
financially to purchase the gifts, and provide for the
fruit and candy that are placed under the tree for
every child. There are also those that give funds to
purchase supplies, food, and drinks.
As the excited children arrive the chaos begins!
Groups of 80 or so children along with several
counselors rotate to different stations throughout the
day. They sing Christmas carols and drink hot
chocolate, listen to “the real” story of Christmas, eat
lunch and of course shop. You may think that they
only shop for themselves but that’s rarely the case.
They can’t wait to take home a gift basket for mom or
a warm winter coat to a sibling who doesn’t have one.
It takes a great number of volunteers (150+) to keep
things going. With gifts to be wrapped, personal shoppers to carry bags, cashiers to take up play money,
servers for lunch and hot chocolate and most importantly those who will come and share the love of
Jesus with these children on this very special day.
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How can you help?
Lighthouse Christian Camp, Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization, totally dependent on donations of financial gifts and volunteer services. Whether you are a
church, business, organization, or an individual, we hope that you will prayerfully
consider how God would have you get involved. The widows and the children who
come to Lighthouse Christian Camp, as well as those who live in our Ranch homes

desperately need your help.

Would you consider becoming a:
MONTHLY SUPPORTER
•

Provide needed funds to sustain these
ministries,
ongoing
follow
up
programs.

•

Provide for expansion and improvement of facilities.

•

Payments
can
be
deducted from your
month.

automatically
account each

CAMP SPONSOR
•

Make it possible for children to come to
camp for free.

•

Just $180 sponsors a child to come to
camp for a whole week!

•

In return for your sponsorship, you
will receive a thank you letter from a
camper, handwritten in his or her own
words.

PROJECT VOLUNTEER
God continues to send dedicated volunteers
from all over the country to work on building
and maintenance projects around the camp.
Are you willing to be used in one of the following areas?
•

Construction and/or building maintenance

•

Landscaping and grounds maintenance

•

Painting

•

Cleaning

•

Office/Clerical

•

Preparing
parties

for

and

working

Christmas

If you are interested in
volunteering with a group or
as an individual, please call
the camp office.

VOLUNTEER COUNSELOR
•

Week-long counselors needed for summer
camps.

•

Weekend counselors needed throughout
fall and winter for follow-up programs.

•

Once-a-week counselors for After School
Club throughout the school year.

•

NO SPECIAL SKILLS REQUIRED!

PRAYER
Please continue to pray for the ministries of
Lighthouse Christian Camp. Please pray for
the children and widows who come, for the
staff and volunteers who serve, and for
those who give. Pray for God’s direction for
how He wants you to get involved.

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN CAMP, INC. * 205 SERENITY PLACE * SMITHVILLE, TN 37166 *
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Here are just a few of the faces of Lighthouse, a new
online page for our supporters to share information
about themselves and about their love for the ministries
here. To learn more about “The Faces of Lighthouse”
page, and our supporters go to https://
thefacesoflighthouse.com.

To add your own profile and picture as a supporter go to
https://thefacesoflighthouse.com/interview. When the
page opens you will enter password: “TFOinterview”.
Your completed submission will be directed to the site
administrator who will review it for publishing. Join “The
Faces of Lighthouse” today!
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Scan the QR Code to Donate Now
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