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Paul W. Warshauer 
704 Maple St. SW               www.murders4fun.com 

Sleepy Eye, MN 56085       www.grandevenues.com     

C: (312) 550-7868               www.paulwarshauer.net  

          E-mail:  paulwarshauer@gmail.com 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE, SELECTED PROJECTS, 

EMPLOYMENT, AWARDS, AND PRODUCTION CREDITS  
 

Historic Real Estate Developer & Theatre Producer/Director 

Paul Warshauer is a historic real estate developer, consultant, theatrical producer/director, writer, and 

performer. He enjoys working in the worlds of business development, historic real estate, and 

entertainment. Although at times it is challenging to juggle ñright brain and left-brainò activities, he has 

accomplished most of his major goals. (See www.grandevenues.com)  He writes, directs and hosts original 

murder mysteries around the country. (See www.murders4fun.com) Some former offices of his real estate 

development companies were located in historic properties. He has led projects in Minnesota, Nebraska, 

North Carolina, Illinois, California, Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Kansas, Indiana, Oregon, Texas, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, and in England, Italy, and Jamaica. Mr. Warshauer specializes in 

consulting, theatre, business and real estate development, business plan writing, grants, hiring, contract 

negotiation, acquisition, mergers, and mediation.  Paul W. Warshauer recently served as the Developer for 

the former New Ulm Middle / High School renovation project involving acquisition and subdivision of the 

one city block, now called the Emerson Union Apartments and the State Street Theatre.  Some of Mr. 

Warshauerôs projects include: 

Redwood Falls Theatre Group, LLC  

Masonic Temple Building, Grand Island, NE 

Ellendale Hotel, Ellendale, ND 

Cultural Block Development, Ellendale, SD 

Wheaton Grand Theatre Project, Wheaton, IL 

Westmont Theatre Project, Haddon, NJ 

Oakes Hotel Development Project, Oakes, ND 

Liberty/Paramount Theatre Project, Youngstown, OH 

Chicago Athletic Association Restoration, Chicago, IL 

Quarters One Residence, Rock Island, IL 

Siskiyou County Perform. Arts Centre, Mt. Shasta, CA 

Sky Club Ventures, Aurora, IL 

Dakota Wishek Theatre Consulting Project, ND  

Jefferson Street Theatre, OR 

Parkway Theatre Consulting, MD 

Enean Theatre Project, Pittsburg, CA 

Cinemas of Malone Theatre Project, NY 

Portage Park Theatre Project, Chicago, IL 

Zoe Theatre Redevelopment Project, Pittsfield, IL 

Lawford Theatre Project, Havana, IL 

Uptown Theatre Project, Chicago, IL 

Lafayette Theatre, Lafayette, IN 

York Middle School Renovation, NE 

Regent Theatre, Wellington, KS 

New Regal Theatre, Chicago, IL 

Elba Water Tower Project, NE 

Rock River Brewery Project, Rockford, IL 

Dayton Arcade Building, Dayton, Ohio 

Historic Wishek City Hall, North Dakota 

District 88 Middle School Project, New Ulm, MN 

Kasson School Project/ Former Owatonna High School 

Rushmore School Development / New Bern School

mailto:paulwarshauer@gmail.com
http://www.grandevenues.com/
http://www.murders4fun.com/


 

A Brief Biography 

 
Paul W. Warshauer has been involved in performing arts and the real estate business 

for nearly 60 years. A proud Chicagoan, Mr. Warshauer began his career at age 10 

playing Macbeth at Anshe Emet Day School and he has been hooked on theatre ever 

since. Mr. Warshauer produced and directed his first play, Adventures in Storybook 

Land at Bay Harbor Elementary School in Florida in the 6th grade, (1967). After Paulôs 

mother died, Ben & Libby Warshauer, Paulôs paternal grandparents, raised him. Ben 

was a pioneer in the parking industry. Paul began his ñbusiness career" by counting 

monthly parking passes at Tremont Auto Park at the corner of Lake and Dearborn 

Streets in Chicago. Paul attended Bay Harbor Elementary & Ransom Schools in Florida 

then graduated from Cleveland Heights High School with high honors and went on to 

study theatre, film, television, and speech at Northwestern University in Evanston, 

Illinois.  

       
Paul with his grandparents, graduation from Cleveland Heights HS, with his Darth Vader speaker phone, at the Art Institute 

 

Rarely missing a year he attended, (then worked as a counselor and fine arts director at) 

Camp Waupaca in Wisconsin from 1966 until 1988. At Northwestern, he created and 

produced the original improvisational The Mee-Ow Show in 1974, which celebrated its 

50th anniversary in 2024. He also built the worldôs tallest house of playing cards in 

1976. Paul purchased his first two houses on South Boulevard in Evanston, IL. He 

rented one and lived in the other thus producing a positive cash flow in his first real 

estate deal. A three-month tour of Europe in a Volkswagen camper van followed with 

his lifelong pal, Dr. Paul Adler. He left Northwestern in his junior year to create 

FilmDex Research Corporation, a film cataloging company in Washington DC. With 

three partners, Ron Kauffman. Peter Southwick and Michael Spiwak, and a letter from 

Ted Kennedy, they opened an office in Arlington, Virginia, hired a full time secretary, 

and tried to snag a valuable government contract.  In 1979 Warshauer moved to Santa 

Monica, California and shared an apartment with RAC Clark, (Dick Clarkôs son) and 

pal Ronnie Smith. Paul moved to Woodland Hills, CA and worked at Carpet Town in 

Monterey Park, CA. While selling carpet, Paul earned his BA at California State 

University, Northridge (1986) with a major in Theatre & English, and a teaching degree. 

He also took an au pair position with the Margolese family in Granada Hills and looked 

after 6-year-old Michael Margolese. Over his career, Paul has written, produced, and 

directed over 450 productions. These include main stage musical plays, (South Pacific, 

Man of LaMancha, Guys and Dolls, Annie Get Your Gun, Follies), comedies (Front 
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Page, Arsenic & Old Lace, Don't Drink the Water, Frogs) dramas, (Whose Afraid of 

Virginia Woolf? Diary of Anne Frank) and has created and directed many programs for 

Youth Theater, (Treasure Island, Peter Pan, The History of the Universe in 94 Minutes, 

How to Eat Like a Child, Seven Tales of Cinderella). He directs theater classes and 

plays for adults, elementary, junior and senior high school kids, and has taught theater 

arts in public and private schools. He earned his secondary teaching credentials in 

California, Oregon and Illinois. He also worked with kids of all ages in summer camps 

in CA, PA, WI, and OR in theatre, television, and drama. Paul's interest in Murder 

Theater began in 1991 when he created audience participation dinner theaters for 

Classicos, an Italian restaurant in Klamath Falls, Oregon. The owners wanted 

something special for Halloween and asked Warshauer for a "haunted house." Thinking 

that too juvenile, Warshauer came up with a concept for the restaurant that had a long 

abandoned hotel upstairs. The audience was introduced to a cast of suspects during a 

mingle / cocktail hour. Then Warshauer took the stage and formally introduced the cast 

to the audience before dinner. In between the courses of a meal, the audience wandered 

around and eavesdropped on characters. Little did Warshauer suspect then that this 

interest would lead to over 450 original murder mystery plays for many clients 

worldwide starting as Murder: North by Northwest, then as Murders R Us, now 

Murders4Fun. Mr. Warshauer was the founder of the Klamath Cable Access Television 

Station (KCATS) in Klamath Falls, Oregon and served on many boards including the 

United Way and Klamath Symphony. Paul was married to Rachel, has two step 

daughters, and a son. His daughters have children and live in the Pacific Northwest.  

His son, Tom Cravey, lived with Paul in Grand Island, Nebraska in the seven-story 

historic Masonic Temple Building. Tom graduated West Point (Class of 2015). In his 

ñspare time,ò Mr. Warshauer owns and operates Grande Venues a real estate 

development company that acquires, restores, rehabilitates, or operates historic old 

theatres and buildings. He also travels nationwide to present original murder mysteries. 

Paul continues to look for a producer or Production Company to make a reality TV 

show entitled, It's Murder Out There!, a show about his work with Murder Mysteries. 

Mr. Warshauer moved to New Ulm, Minnesota in November 2011 to become the first 

Executive Director of the New Ulm Actors Community Theatre NUACT (now State 

Street Theater Co.) and continues to produce, direct, and write for the theatre, film and 

television. He worked with a group of investors to buy a city block in New Ulm to 

develop the State Street Apartments and Theater. His current projects are the 

development of the former Wells College in New York, the Edison School in 

Moorhead, Minnesota, and historic schools nationwide.  He is still a partner in the 

Masonic Temple Building in Enfield, North Carolina. Paul continues to direct murder 

mysteries, musicals, workshops for kids, and plays. He is also the developer of several 

TV shows including It's Murder Out There!, Paulie & Me, American Weiner, and The 

Legend of Marshal Dead with his lifelong pal, Loren Margolese of Dallas, Texas.  
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The Former Wells College,  

Aurora, New York  

 
The current plan for the 125 acre, former Wells College brings three founding partners in a Joint 

Venture. We will retain the Peachtown Elementary School and the Community Medical Center 

well established on the Campus in Aurora. A goal is to find a tenant to operate a year-round local 

grocery store or community market on the campus open to the public.  We would also hope to 

support the traditional Aurora Farmerôs Market and Village Swim Program. 

A. The Hiawatha Institute of Indigenous Knowledge. The HIIK will establish an Indigenous 

educational and cultural center. The HIIK is an independent 501(c)(3) educational entity and is 

not controlled by or affiliated with any Indigenous nation or tribal organization, but honors all 

Indigenous cultures and peoples. It will also display and make accessible to the public a large 

collection of Indigenous art, artifacts and research materials along with educational and cultural 

programs 

B. Wells Senior Living and Intergeneration Learning Center  A Senior Living and Learning 

Community refers to a type of Continuing Care Retirement Communities (CCRCs) that actively 

encourage older residents to continue learning and engaging their minds through educational 

programs, often including classes, lectures & workshops with college age students whenever 

possible. The Center allows any person or couple over age 55 to reside in apartments of various 

sizes and configuration.  The facility may also include retired university faculty to live on the 

campus. The facility provides the typical retirement activities, housing, and care services of a 

senior living facility with the added feature of younger people in proximity. 

C  A college, university, school, or other educational institution. This portion is in flux as we 

have not identified a potential partner. If our bid is accepted the real search will begin. We plan 

to reach out to nearby private and state colleges and universities that might wish to have a 

presence on Cayuga Lake or in Southern Cayuga County.  Such partners could coexist and 

flourish with the other two parts of the campus: Seniors and the HIIK which will establish an 

Indigenous college on the campus open to all students, Indigenous and non-indigenous. 
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Edison School, 

Moorhead, Minnesota 

 
 

A needed development for Independent Senior Apartments in Moorhead, Minnesota, also referred 

to as the Fargo-Moorhead Metropolitan area is in the early development phase.  The former Edison 

Elementary school sits on 4.65 acres and buildings containing ±53,000 square feet. The building 

includes 27 classrooms, two gymnasiums, and 135 parking spaces. A great deal of green space is 

included. 

 

The property is within minutes of Minnesota State University, Moorhead and Concordia College. 

The plan is to have college classes available for senior residents of the apartments. A food 

cooperative for meals and groceries will utilize the former cafeteria and kitchen. Pickle ball courts 

both indoors and outdoors provide additional amenities. Local investors, developers, architects and 

construction companies are all involved. 

 

 
One of the classrooms (l) and one of the gymnasiums, (r).  

 

 
A view of some of the green space 
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Former elementary school offering ±53,000 square feet of space across a 
campus setting in Moorhead, MN. The building includes 27 classrooms, two 
gymnasiums, office space, and common areas, providing a flexible layout for 
a variety of uses. Situated on a large 4.65 acre site with green space for 
outdoor activities and approximately 135 parking stalls, the property is well-
equipped to support educational, institutional, or community-focused 
operations. 

Located near the heart of Moorhead and just minutes from Minnesota State 
University Moorhead and Concordia College, this site offers excellent visibility 
and accessibility in a academic and residential neighborhood. Whether re-
purposed for a charter school, community center, religious facility, or 
redevelopment opportunity, this property presents a rare opportunity to 
acquire a large, adaptable facilit 

St Maryôs School / Independent Living Apartments 

Independence, Missouri 

 
Mr. Warshauer was contacted by a realtor in Independence, Missouri to inquire about a potential 

purchase of a school property the realtor had listed. Development complexities existed and 

perhaps had a detrimental effect on successfully obtaining Federal and State Historic Tax 

Credits. Mr. Warshauer passed on purchasing the property but indicated he would consult with 

the owner about strategies to move the project further.  

Mr. Warshauer signed a consulting agreement and traveled to Independence spending 

four days touring the property, meeting with stakeholders and even had a meeting with the local 

Priest to discuss property lines, common water and sewer issues. Most importantly Warshauer 

brought up the idea of converting the school to Independent Senior Apartments for Catholics.  

The former school and current church share a three sided property line. It will be 

complicated working out the utilities and right of ways but the conversation has started.  
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The school (left) and church (right) share the property. 

 

 

 

Rushford-Peterson School Project 

 
Mr. Warshauer, and his junior partner Cody Ellinghuysen, founded R-P Development, LLC for the 

purpose of developing the former school into apartments for seniors, a community center, day care, 

high end condominiums and live/work studio apartments in the city of Rushford, Minnesota. The 

property sits on a square block of valuable downtown property. The City is negotiating with R-P to 

ñdesign, construct and operateò the community center in the former gymnasium and related spaces. It 

is a multi-tiered development with many moving parts. The main issue now is listing the property on 

the National Register of Historic Places. That designation will allow the developers to utilize Federal 

and state historic tax credits. 
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Aerial view of the property 

 

 

   
Formal limestone façade of the original school; Mr. Warshauer indicating where windows may be added 

for senior housing.  

  



 9 

 

2023-2025 

Historic Bendixen-Schmidt House 

 
Mr. Warshauer and his partner, Mark Burmeister, created an LLC to purchase, stabilize, and restore 

the historic Bendixen-Schmid House in Springfield, Minnesota. Local librarian, Linda Roiger, brought 

the project to the attention of Warshauer. Warshauer toured the historic house and immediately made 

an offer. After some negotiations, Warshauer brought in partner Mark Burmeister, who was born and 

raised in Springfield but now lives in Wykoff, Minnesota. The two began an investment campaign to 

raise $100,000.  The house is on the National Register of Historic Places and the approximate budget 

for renovation & restoration is $350,000. The plan is to create a bed & breakfast for the public (a for-

profit tenant) and conference center for the local Springfield Area Historical Society, a not-for-profit). 

An unusual lease will allow funds to flow from a not-for-profit to the for-profit LLC. Mr. Warshauer 

sold his units to Mr. Burmeister in the winter of 2025.  
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2023-Present 

Masonic Temple Building 

Enfield, North Carolina  

 
Mr. Warshauer joined Andrew and Myra Wirtz in their development project to restore and operate 

the three story, historic Masonic Temple in downtown, Enfield, North Carolina.  The existing 

company that owned the property was named ñGlass Bead, LLC,ò based on the coupleôs love of New 

Orleans and its culture.  Mr. Warshauer advised Andrew & Myra as a consultant, (for a fee) then 

joined the LLC as a 15% equity member. He continues to advise the investment group and the 

project as Chairman of the Board. His intimate knowledge into developing historic properties, 

business planning and organization made him a valued member of the company.  Negotiations are 

underway with historic architects, tax credit providers, local government officials and potential 

tenants.  The Business Plan Outline calls for the establishment of three tenants: 

 The Temple Restaurant and Bar, A full service restaurant and bar located on the second 

floor of the historic property. The name is taken for the original name: Masonic Temple. The 

company seeks and owner operator of said restaurant and bar. 

 The Masonic Auditorium, a performing arts space that exhibits movies, books concerts and 

other events. The space was originally a movie theatre for the public and has a large stage suited for 

all manner of public performances. This venture is operated by a not-for-profit allowing for the 

utilization of grants for performances and artistic endeavors. The concessions are operated by the 

tenant on the second floor and include a full bar. 

 The Eastern Star Theatre, on the third floor in the magnificent former Lodge Room of the 

Masonic Orders. This space is reserved for banquets, civic meetings, concerts and theatre pieces 

suited for a more formal venue. The catering is provided by the tenant on the second floor.  

 The long range plans include the addition of a boutique hotel on the property behind the 

Temple Building. Mr. Wirtz and Mr. Warshauer sold the project to a Washington DC buyer. 

 

.  
The current front entrance  

 

 

 
An artistic rendering of the property  
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2022-Present 

FOHS LLC 

The Former Owatonna High School 

 
Mr. Warshauer created FOHS LLC (Former Owatonna High School, a Minnesota Liability 

Company) with the sole purpose of developing a site plan and a development proposal for the 20+ 

acre site. His group signed an exclusive Development Agreement with the school district on April 25, 

2022. The Parties agree to provide the Developer 180 days to create a plan and proposal pursuant to 

an Exclusive Agreement. He has three investors including VP Matt Durand. 

 

Independent School District 761 owns the Owatonna High School located at 333 East School Street, 

Owatonna, Minnesota (PIN 17-015-4122, 17-015-4109, 17-015-4108). The High School site consists 

of several connected structures including the high school, a track and field, tennis courts and the Ag 

building. The District is replacing the High School with a new school at a different location and no 

longer needs all the facilities at the Site but intends to retain some of the facilities and grounds for 

continued District use. 

 

Mr. Warshauer solicited interest from potential partners, tenants, co-developers. The intent was to 

subdivide the property and to sell parcels and lease others. The District would own at least two of the 

parcels at this time. A Task Force created by the District issued a report that outlines many options 

for the property: https://engageowatonna.com/the-high-school. Potential uses included, but were not 

limited to, town homes, apartments, a community center, social services, a culinary school, a 

performing arts center. The District signed a purchase agreement but eventually voted against any 

development. 

 

            

 
Mr. Warshauer poses in front of the main entrance 

 

 

  
An aerial view of the 20+ acre parcel   (parts of the field to the right are not included) 

https://engageowatonna.com/the-high-school
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2021- Present 

The Historic Kasson School Project 

 
The $10 million development project is known as ñThe Water Tower Place,ò and involves the 

acquisition of the 1918 historic school, development of an investment strategy, raising of capital, and 

finalizing the Business Plan for approximately 30 high end apartments for seniors in the city of 

Kasson, 15 miles west of Rochester, Minnesota.  The school was already listed on the National 

Register of historic places but the Part 2 of the historic tax credit portion is being prepared at this 

time. The sale of these tax credits makes about $4 million in funds available for the development 

with no debt and no equity. Mr. Warshauer has three investors including Diane OôBrien, Oleg Smal, 

and Amir Sergyeyev. Mr. Warshauer sold his units back to the original investors. 

                         
 

                         
 

 

 

 

Upper left:  An aerial of the entire 

property. 

Upper right: The main entrance of the 

property that has been maintained like 

this for many years by volunteers and 

the current not for profit owners, 

(KARE, NFP). 

Left: Mr. Warshauer discovers the 

safe in the former school that at one 

time had many of the ñpermanent 

recordsò of former students!  

Below: The historic Water Tower, 

adjacent to the school property. 
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2012-2017 

Emerson Union Apartments / State Street Theatre 

 

 
 

This $15+ million project involved a three part plan for the acquisition, division, and development of 

the property known as the ISD 88 Administration Center, also known as the former Middle School 

located at State and Center Streets in New Ulm, Minnesota.  The school was constructed in 1915 

with additions in 1938 and 1955. In January 2015, the property was approved for the Part I of the 

Federal Historic Tax Credit process and was listed on the National Register for Historic Places in 

July 2015. Groundbreaking for the apartments commenced in 2019. The application indicated that 

many of the ñschool elements would be included in the development of the apartments.  

 

 
 

The property was owned by the Minnesota Independent School District #88 and a Purchase 

Agreement was signed between the School District and Cenate LLC, a Minnesota limited Liability 

Company formed in February, 2014 by Mr. Warshauer and its Board of Governors, (Directors). The 

terms included a payment to the school district of $25,000 at closing and a lease for use of parts of 

the property for administrative use for two years and for theatre and gymnasium use for up to ten 

years. Three complex leases were executed at closing between the parties. Closing occurred on July 

2, 2014. Mr. Warshauer created the legal entity (Cenate LLC) and renamed NUACT as ñState Street 

Theater Company.ò  Cenate sought investors for the acquisition, development, restoration, and 

renovation of the school property as apartments and commercial space and found CentraSota and the 

Welch companies to purchase the apartment section for $200,000 thus returning 183% to the 

investors.  The sale of the ñhousing sectionò was completed in March, 2015. Agreements between the 

parties, ñDevelopment Agreementsò and Covenantsò were signed between the parties that addressed 

common walls, joint area maintenance, specific repairs, and parking. A long term lease was 

negotiated for theatre spaces not owned by the State Street Theater. 

 

The theatre property was donated by Cenate to the State Street Theater Co. in July 2015. Appraised 

value is $150,000. The charitable contribution was claimed by the investors.  

An apartment in the Emerson Union Apartment building 

managed, at this time, by Lloyd Management. Chalkboards, 

transoms, wood bookcases and doors were retained in many of 

the apartments lending the ñformer school feelò to the project. 

In addition, wide hallways and empty lockers were part of the 

plan. Trophy cases are permanent part of the project and 

contain many historic school artifacts and memorabilia.  
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The State Street Theatre Co. will seek donations and grants for the restoration, renovation and 

operation of the community auditorium, adaptive reuse for the former locker rooms, (as set, prop and 

costume shops) and the creation of a Black Box Theatre from what was the ñLittle Gym.ò   The 

budget is approximately $3,000,000.  

 

At one time Mr. Warshauer maintained the titles of State Street Apartments Property Manager, 

Cenate Vice President of Project Development, and State Street Theater Co. Executive & Artistic 

Director. He was also an equity partner in the real estate venture. Cenate dissolved in February 2016.  

 

 
 

From left: Mary Ellen Domeier (Secretary, Cenate), Bruce Fenske (Board Member, Cenate),  

Reed Glawe (President, Cenate) Les Schultz (Board Member, Cenate), Jeff Bertrang (Superintendent, ISD 88),  

Oliver Skillings, (Vice President, Cenate), Paul Warshauer (Vice President, Project Manager), and Kent Menzel, 

(President, NUACT, later the State Street Theater).     

 

The sale of the school property was completed on July 2, 2014. Here are the principals for the 

sale of the entire city block located at the corner of State and Center Street.  

The property was referred to as the District Administrative Center (DAC).  

 

 
 

From left: Kevin Thoreson, housing consulting, Paul Warshauer (Cenate VP, Project Manager),  

Reed Glawe (President, Cenate) and Phillip Rondeau, (Principal, CentraSota, LLC).  
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The sale of the residential portion of the property to CentraSota LLC commenced in the fall of 

2014. A purchase agreement was signed on October 17, 2014 and closing occurred between 

CentraSota and Cenate in March 2014.  

 

Cenate directed Mr. Warshauer to immediately apply for a listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places making the property eligible for Federal and State Historic Tax Credits. Mr. 

Warshauer enlisted Dan Hoisington, of Hoisington Preservation Consultants to write the 

application.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Considerations were made to include the Auditorium as a separate parcel from the future 

apartment section. The subdivision was completed and approved by the City and stamped in 

March, 2014. 
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State Street Theater Co. 

formerly New Ulm Actors Community Theatre, NUACT  

November 2011-August 2017 

Mr. Warshauer was hired for a six month period commencing November 1, 2011 as the NUACT 

consultant and interim Executive Director. When his contract expired, the parties negotiated a one-

year extension followed by a 1.5 year extension.  On July 2, 2014, Mr. Warshauer was hired on a two 

year contract with the title, ñExecutive and Artistic Director.ò He taught workshops for kids and 

adults in acting, directing and improvisation. He produced and directed Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, 

Fiddler on the Roof, South Pacific, The Front Page, Arsenic & Old Lace, & Harvey.  He supervised 

the lease of the theatre space with Cenate LLC, the owner of the property. He produced a monthly 

cable show, ñSomething Artsyò and a monthly play reading society at the historic Lind House.  He 

was also the host of the ñTickets Pleaseò movie Festival. Clearly, Mr. Warshauer clearly wore many 

hats with the State Street Theatre.   

            

From left to right: Mr. Warshauer wrote and directed ñDogs in the Hot Moon or Behind the Barricadesò an original show for 

the 150th Anniversary of the US Dakota War. He produced, directed and designed scenery for ñChitty Chitty Bang Bang,ò and 
produced, directed and designed scenery for ñFiddler on the Roof.ò 

                           

Mr. Warshauer directed ñSouth Pacificò in July 2013.         The auditorium with one of three historic murals 

 
Mr. Warshauer (center) wrote several grants for NUACT.  

Here he is at a grant awards luncheon for the New Ulm Area Foundation 
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2015-2020 

Redwood Theatre Group, LLC 

 

 
The Redwood Theatre was constructed in 1931 and operated as a family movie theatre until the 

1980s. In 2015, the owners, Shon and Tina Giernet, sold the property to an LLC created by Paul 

Warshauer, for Craig and Cynthia LeBrie. The five formed the LLC and inspired a group of citizens 

to create the Friends of the Redwood Theatre, NFP (a 501c3 organization).  

The two organizations are restoring the theatre to operate as a 200 seat digital cinema and small 

performing arts venue.  Renovation costs approach $1.1 million. 

 
The old Proscenium arch and ñspeaker area.ò 

 

 
The five owners of the Redwood Theatre in 2015 

 

 
The Redwood Theatre in 1948 
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2006-2011 

Masonic Temple Building, Grand Island, Nebraska 

 
The Retzler Development Group, LLC (a Nebraska limited 

liability company) purchased the historic seven story building for 

$70,000 from the Masonic Templecraft Association of Grand 

Island.  A successful negotiation period with Verizon Wireless 

for cell towers atop the building provided a substantial advance 

payment that was used to cover the down payment and closing 

costs. Seven tenants occupied the building thus making it ñcash 

flow positive.ò The development plan included the renovation 

and restoration of artists loft & apartments on the 2nd floor, 

shared business suites on the 3rd floor, two high ceiling 

condominiums on the 4th floor, a 3,800 sq. foot condominium on the 5th floor and a Dinner 

Theatre/Bar on the 6-7th floors. Parking issues and fire exits ultimately stalled the project. Mr. 

Warshauer maintained his office and residence on the 5th floor in the 3,800 sq foot Knightôs Templar 

Floor. The Retzler Group prepared a neighborhood development plan calling for skywalks connecting 

a proposed parking structure with the Bartenbach and Masonic Temple Buildings. The building was 

sold to Charles Anson in 2011. (Photo by Scott Kingsley) 
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2004-2006 

The Wheaton Grand Theatre (Grande Venues, Inc.) 

 
Grande Venues, Inc. (an Illinois corporation) was created by Mike Novelli and Paul Warshauer from 

a need by ñtheatres in renovation mode.ò GVI created programming and restoration options for ñGrand 

Venues,ò meaning theatres, hotels, and other historic properties. With the advertising, marketing, and 

business skills of Michael Novelli, and the years of experience of theatre production and operations of 

Paul Warshauer, the Wheaton Grand Theatre was the first of several consulting contracts negotiated. 

Plans were made to make the Wheaton facility a three theatre venue. Paid consulting work was also 

performed by Grande Venues for the Zoe Theatre in Pittsfield, IL, the Lyric Theatre in Ellendale, North 

Dakota, the Garden Theatre in Charleston, South Carolina, the Parkway Theatre in Baltimore and the 

Enean Theatre in Pittsburg, California to name a few.  Mike and Paul ran the Wheaton Grand theatre 

on a day to day basis for months before the Wheaton Theatre board decided on retaining another 

consultant who failed.  By 2015 the theatre STILL had not opened to the public making Grande Venues 

the last successful full time operators of the Wheaton Grand Theatre.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The well rounded Program Calendar of events created by Paul Warshauer and Mike Novelli was 

the key to success for the Wheaton Grand. (Music, movies, children and family programming, 

speakers, and rentals) It is also the secret of success for ANY performing arts center. 
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2006, CAA (Chicago Athletic Association) Chicago 
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2004  

Chairman, Golden Griffin Ventures, Ltd. and Alliance Resorts, Ltd. 
Co-developer of a company created to develop the first resort/casino in Hopewell, near Montego Bay, 

Jamaica. Warshauer wrote extensive business plans and created alliances with three companies to 

develop 500+ acres. The project is ongoing and highly political. He worked with members of the 

Jamaican Parliament, business & civic leaders from Montego Bay, Kingston, Chicago and Wausau, 

WI including former Mayor, Linda Lawrence.  

 

 
 

 

2004-2005 

Managing Partner, Henslowe Group, Ltd, Chicago, Illinois 
Warshauer and his two partners developed the Portage Park Theatre, a vacant theatre property on 

Chicagoôs northwest side. They re-opened, ñbriefly,ò the historic movie theatre with new print of 

ñGone with the Wind.ò Henslowe Group wrote business plans, negotiated with motion picture unions 

and studios, produced live programming, solicited financing, advertised for employees, interviewed 

and hired employees, conducted trainings, worked with tenants and patrons alike. The Group 

negotiated five year lease with option to purchase the theatre property with church group then the deal 

reverted to a live theatre which operated as a classic movie house.   (See Portage Park Theatre later in 

this CV) 
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2002-2004 

Chairman, Uptown Theatre and Center for the Arts, NFP Manager, Uptown 

Performance Centre, LLC, Chicago, IL 
Warshauer was elected to serve on the board then was elected Chairman for the not-for-profit 

organization responsible for acquiring, restoring and operating the Uptown Theatre. Thereafter 

Warshauer created for a for-profit LLC with the same mandate. His responsibilities included 

negotiations for the purchase, fund raising, and strategic planning. He wrote the complete PPM, 

Operating Agreement and Subscription Agreements. The theatre was plagued with massive political 

obstacles and costly building issues with the City of Chicago. The project is ongoing after the property 

was purchased by JAM Productions of Chicago, (Jerry Mickelson). 

 

 
 

Chairman Warshauer at his desk in the Uptown offices demonstrating left brain and right brain abilities 

 
Mr. Warshauer negotiated $6 million in historic tax credits with Chevron based on a $30 million budget. 
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2001-2003: 

Teacher, Washington Junior High and Academy, Joliet Illinois 
Warshauer was hired as a full time theatre teacher. He taught theatre classes to regular junior high 

and Academy students. He directed two major productions in this inner city school, including a fully 

staged and costumed musical, ñOklahoma.ò His classes held fundraisers for school children in 

Afghanistan and created seven versions of Cinderella for public performances.  

 
 

2000-2001: 

Business Development for Sky Club Project, Aurora, IL 
Warshauer wrote the business plan, retained architects and consultants, obtained grants to open the Sky 

Club in Aurora, IL. Situated on the top floors of the tallest building, the Sky Club had been closed for 

many years. Using strategic alliances with the city and local investors, the group attempted to re-open 

the vintage night club. Despite all of this the owners created apartments out of the space. 
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1995-2000: 

Teacher, Henley High School, Klamath Falls, Oregon 
Warshauer was hired as a full time teacher and quickly became the Chairman of Fine Arts Department. 

He taught English, speech, and theatre. He created the curriculum for the Theatre III class and directed 

main stage musicals and stage plays. (See production credits.) ñCoach Warshauerò also presented 

Murder Mystery Fundraisers for football, basketball, volleyball teams.  

 

 

 

 

Warshauer adapted Aristophanes ñFrogsò Characters included Mark Twain, (seen dancing above) and the Bronte Sisters (left) 

 
Warshauer produced & directed several large musicals at Henley High School. Here are two scenes from ñMy Fair Lady.ò 
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1990-1995: 

Owner/Manager, Jefferson St. Theatre, Inc. Klamath Falls, Oregon 
Warshauer and his business partner, Jan Kelley, owned and operated a 519 seat theatre and small 

performance arts center in Oregon. He negotiated a lease/option with Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 

hired employees and apprentices, wrote grants for after school programs, wrote business plans, 

produced and directed main stage shows, created television workshops for US Forest Service in 

media relations, and booked outside talent. The theatre closed when the lease expired with the 

Church and the local Bishop opted not to sell any church property to a private group. 
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1988-1991: 

Project Leader, Camp Eagle Ridge 
Warshauer identified a large property then relocated his firm from Los Angeles to Oregon. He wrote 

his first massive business plan and made an offer of $10,000,000 for the Running Y Ranch in Klamath 

Falls, Oregon. The owner of the property was Roy Disney and Shamrock Holdings. The property sold 

to Dick Wendt (Trend West Properties & Jeld-Wen) and although the project is successful, there is no 

summer camp for children. 
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1986-1989 

Calabasas High School, Teacher & Chairman Fine Arts Department 
Warshauer was hired by the Las Virgenes Unified School District to serve as a full time theatre teacher 

for a Los Angeles suburban High School. He began his tenure with one Theatre I class and two Theatre 

II classes. Within three years he was teaching three Theatre I classes, two Theatre II classes and a 

newly created Theatre III class. He also taught Film History, Speech and English 11.  Mr. Warshauer 

directed main stage shows including, Donôt Drink the Water, Lil Abner, Arsenic & Old Lace, Anything 

Goes, The Mouse that Roared, & 42nd Street. He coordinated productions with the Music and 

Vocational Education Departments.   He also coached speech and drama/theatre teams. He left to 

pursue the Eagle Ridge project (above).  

 

                                 
Mr. Warshauer directed ñLil Abnerò 1987                 Closing night at ñ42nd Streetò 1989  

 

 

1974-1988+: 

Camp Waupaca, Waupaca, Wisconsin. Junior Counselor, Senior Counselor, 

Fine Arts Director, CIT Director (The Counselor-in-Training Program)  
Warshauer spent 22 summers at a private summer camp on a magnificent spring-fed lake in mid 

Wisconsin. He started as a camper and eventually taught archery, swimming, tennis, golf, sailing, rifle 

safety, horseback riding, and lots of theatre and improvisation classes. He directed all of the 

productions: musicals like ñ1776ò to plays like ñThe Odd Couple.ò He appeared as Zeus to open the 

camp Olympics. He appeared as Paul Revere for the 4th of July. (see photos below) He worked as the 

2000 Year Old Man (Mel Brooks) with his lifelong friend, Mike Lurie playing the Carl Reiner part.  

The best work he did was creating skits and sketches for the Fourth of July where each show parodied 

a famous films or TV Shows of the era. The campers wrote and starred in epic productions set in the 

dining hall. He assisted in hiring, programming, accounting, purchasing, discipline, overnight camping, 

and trips to the Wisconsin Dells, coordinating programs and staff days off. After Waupaca he served 

as counselor at Camp Nock-a-Mixon in Pennsylvania for one summer and at Camp Esther Applegate 

in Lake of the Woods, Oregon for three summers as Fine Art Director and Assistant Director.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                       Warshauer as Paul Revere                                                               Warshauer as Zeus at Camp Waupaca 
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1976-1978 

FilmDex Research Corporation 

Washington DC & Arlington, Virginia  
Warshauer left Northwestern in his junior year to create FilmDex Research 

Corporation, a film cataloging company in Washington DC. With three partners, Ron 

Kauffman, Peter Southwick, and Michael Spiwak, and armed with a letter from Ted 

Kennedy, they opened an office in Arlington, Virginia, hired a full time secretary, and 

tried to snag a valuable government contract to catalogue EVERY movie ever made to 

that point.  Jimmy Carter was elected and all Republican contracts were ñreviewed.ò 

FilmDex was no more.   
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1972-1976: 

Property Owner of 216-220 South Boulevard in Evanston, IL  

& Ticket Agent (Scalper)  

 
See the project page near the end of this CV as it describes the houses he purchased while he attended 

Northwestern University. Paul scalped tickets for concerts and events such as George Harrison, Elvis 

Presley, Bob Dylan, Moody Blues, and Marcel Marceau. He even found time to go to Europe spending 

his profits, and some rent money from 216 South Blvd. with lifelong friend, Dr. Paul Adler. 

 

 
 

 

1971: 

University Heights Public Library, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
This was Paulôs first real job. He truly enjoys spending time inside libraries so as a high school junior, 

he went in to a local library and asked for a job. The head librarian liked him and volunteered that, 

ñthere are no jobs today, (she winked) but if you volunteer, there might be a job next week.ò He 

volunteered for two weeks then got the job. Paul shelved books, checked out materials, registered 

patrons for new library cards and eventually helped to coordinate the annual book sale. All this for 

$1.16 per hour to start; He does not recall his final hourly wage but Paul thought, ñhe had died and 

gone to heaven!ò He continues to maintain his own personal library.  

 

 
Warshauerôs first REAL job at the UHPL 
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1963 - 1979    

Paul Warshauer and His Involvement in the Parking Industry  

Paul Warshauerôs paternal grandfather, Benjamin Warshauer and his brother  David came 
to Chicago in the early 1900ôs from New York. At the time, the brothers were in the woolen 
business. By the early 1920ôs they saw credit and the economy ñdrying up,ò so as the story 
goes, they sat around the kitchen table and discussed businesses that had no inventory, 
in other words, ña cash and carry opportunity.ò Their discussions took them from coin 
operated laundromats, to the newly forming pin ball machines with their family friend, 
Dave Gottlieb (Flipper) and finally, the auto parking bus iness in downtown Chicago.  

Their first parking venture was a vacant lot on the corner of Lake and Wabash Streets.  
They made a deal with the landlord and parked cars. Over the next few years they added 
other lots and earned a solid reputation as honest and hardworking businessmen. In the 
late 1920s they prospered and had an idea to construct a small two story garage on the 
site of the historic Fourth Tremont House Hotel. The property was famous for hosting a 
debate between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas in July of 1858.  

 

By the 1930s the hotel had fallen into disrepair and needed to be raised. The Warshauer 
brothers did not have enough money to build a new hotel but pleaded with the widows 
who owned the hotel to lease the property for 99 years with the understanding that the 
Tremont name would never be lost. Their plan was to call the new venture, The Tremont 
Auto Park. The widows who had donated the property to Northwestern University but 
still maintained some control, liked the idea and ordered N orthwestern to sign a 99 year 
lease with the fledgling parking ñmagnates.ò  
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Monthly Storage Control card showing the two story Tremont Auto Park before additional floors were added.  

When Paulôs mother passed away he went to live with Benjamin and his wife Libby. Paul 
would go downtown with his Papa and at age 9 he was given his first job counting parking 
passes and Monthly Storage Control cards. He had entered the workforce in the parking 
business!  

 

Ten year old Paul Warshauer with his grandparent s, Libby and Ben Warshauer at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in 
1964. 

Paul did not want to go into the family business and ended up attending Northwestern 
University as a theatre major.  

Over the years, Stanley and Myron, (first cousins) merged their businesses and used the 
name Standard Parking. 

 


