The Vision
Below is the 3rd Quarter report on the SIA Diamond Campaign for membership.
This year the goal for membership is for clubs to reach 85% member retention. There
were no new member goals.
The Chart below shows where all the clubs in the Midwest Region stand as of 2-2821.
The Diamond Campaign contest will end on May 31, 2021.
Thanks to all our members for helping to grow and retain their club membership in
these difficult times.
Questions? Please contact Midwest Region Membership Chair: Roseanne Horne at
313-706-1801 or rosewa33@aol.com
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SI of Fond du Lac, WI
SI-Fond du Lac is Springing into action with our two initiatives. The first is our #Soroptimist100 challenge to
collect and donate at least 100 books featuring female authors and protagonists, with an emphasis toward
marginalized groups. We have compiled a Google doc that others are welcome to use.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cfANV_cmhLXvqmPyM3_tqSSoqz-y-MbrA8BYHP0TUZ0/
edit#gid=0
Our Soroptimist DreamCasters Award is now live, and we await entries. Many high school students are on
spring break this week; we hope they're checking out opportunities and crafting videos!
In addition, we conducted a Soroptimist 101 for our 4 new members who joined during the pandemic, along
with a couple others who are still in their first years with us. Our District Director and Secretary joined President Linda, and we dove in and learned a lot!
Looking forward to Spring Conference, even though it's not in person as we were hoping and plotting...:(
We did put together a phenomenal basket, though, so be sure to check that out!!
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SI of Bloomington-Normal
Violet Richardson Recipient Creates Empowerment Program
Empowered to Create is the brainchild of SIBN’s Lakeesha James-Smith. As a program, Empowered to Create has sponsored numerous events for girls and women since its inception in
2014 when Lakeesha joined Soroptimists. Lakeesha, a 2013 Violet Richardson Award winner
was THE LAST Violet Richardson recipient for the Bloomington-Normal Club. In 2014 the Violet Richardson changed to Live Your Dream. Empowered to Create activities have involved
support from Bloomington-Normal Soroptimists over the past 6 years.
Recently, the program held a Virtual Baby Shower for new moms from a local social service
agency, Children’s Home + Aid. SIBN members contributed shower donations (e.g., diapers,
baby clothes and accessories) which were delivered before their virtual (Zoom) shower. SIBN
President Becky Mentzer participated telling her own story of being a teen mom and relating
the importance of support and encouragement. She shared the mission of Soroptimist and
the two signature programs of Dream It Be It and Live Your Dream.
With Soroptimist support, Empowered to Create sponsored Young Ladies Teas in 2014, 2015,
and 2016 preceded by social etiquette and self-care workshops for young girls living in
Bloomington-Normal and Peoria. A With My Girls Empowerment Institute held in September
2016 featured the Drug Court Coordinator for Chestnut Health Systems sharing her life goal
to educate, nurture and equip youth and single adults to make a difference in their personal,
spiritual, and community life.
In 1999 Lakeesha came to Bloomington-Normal and Illinois State University as an exchange
student from Southern University in Baton Rouge LA . . . and she stayed! Majoring in English
she eventually took a position at The Baby Fold, a local social service organization. She has
been in a variety of social service positions and is now the Resident Services Coordinator for
the Bloomington Housing Authority (BHA). She loves working with a diverse population of
older adults and those with disabilities with BHA. Soroptimists and members have provided
support for a number of her clients. She is currently enrolled in graduate course work parttime. Her empowerment advocacy covers the entire age, ability, and cultural spectrum
starting with young girls and more recently to older adults, including those with disabilities.
Bloomington-Normal is blessed to have Lakeesha, her husband Steven and their 3-year old
son in the community. A woman for whom Lakeesha has helped over a period of time stated
“Lakeesha lives in a holy place. Thank God for her. She is one of God’s angels”. It is a joy for
SIBN to have this “angel” as one of its members!
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Public Awareness

SI of Grosse Pointe
100s for Soroptimist’s 100th Anniversary
Soroptimist International Grosse Pointe (SIGP) is celebrating Soroptimist’s 100th Anniversary every month of 2021 with
projects of 100s. Gleaners Food Pantry was our first endeavor. In January, members were asked to clean out their

cupboards of non perishable food items. We hoped to collect 100 items to donate to Gleaners but ended up with a
whopping 602 pounds! Gleaners distributes food in Detroit where the poverty rate is over 30% and over 50% of households
are headed by women. We were pleased that we were able to help women and their children in a small but significant
way.
100 Acts of Kindness in the month of February saw members greeting strangers with smiles, picking up litter on their daily
walks, reconnecting with old friends, and leaving small anonymous gifts for neighbors. Kindness also included feeding the
birds, writing a check to a charity, delivering donuts to police and fire stations, and equally important, taking time to appreciate the richness of one’s life.
March was a very busy month! The club project was to collect 100 pairs of reading glasses to give to women in a recovery
program. Without clear vision, these women cannot read a book, follow a recipe, thread a needle, or see their phone messages. Members were generous in their contributions and many fashionable reading glasses were donated.
A group of local women heard about SIGP and our 100s projects. They wanted to contribute their talent to a worthwhile organization so they sewed over 200 masks and asked us to donate them to a charity of our choosing. A group that works
with the homeless and families living on the edge was grateful to receive the masks and distributed them in their outreach

mission to help prevent the spread of Covid-19.
Our Awards ceremony was held in March via Zoom. 100 kudos were given to our awards winners and 100 additionial to
Briana Cruga, who not only won our Virginia Wagner Award but is the District III and Midwestern Region winner!
Our own member, Dolores Goodger, turns 100 on April 11th. What an achievement in our 100th year! 100 birthday greetings will be sent to her by our club members, friends and other Soroptimist clubs during the month of April.
Stay tuned for more 100s to come!
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Membership

SI of Grosse Pointe
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Fundraising

SI of Grosse Pointe
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SI of Milwaukee

Get the Big Picture
Midwest Region Membership Chair Roseanne Horne
reminds members of the informative webinars presented monthly by SI President Sharon Fisher. The
webinars are one hour and usually consist of an International overview, an individual example and an
“Expert” working directly in the chosen field. You
can listen to past webinars by visiting Soroptimistinternational.org and search for Webinars. If
you would like to register for the monthly webinars
contact: sharon.fisher@soroptimistinternational.org

Lunafest Ignites Tomorrow A stage for women filmmakers, Lunafest’s 2021 lineup focuses on the theme of “Someday Is Now.” The
series of short films highlighting issues of gender, arts, education,
sports, expectations and more, has been a successful entertainment,
educational and fund-raising event for SI Milwaukee for two years.
This year’s presentation was done virtually and there might be another later in the spring, according to SI Milwaukee President
Aundrea Price. These films fuel change and push boundaries. They
are designed to ignite the movement of tomorrow. Leading off the
current festival was “Ballet After Dark,” which teaches women to
respect their bodies through dance and trauma counseling.
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SI of Suburban Chicago
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SI of Suburban Chicago
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SI of Suburban Chicago

Page 11

The Vision

Fundraising

SI of Mt. Vernon and Knox County
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Programs

SI of Mt. Vernon and Knox County
Soroptimist of Mount Vernon and Knox County announces Live
Your Dream Award Winners
The 2020 Live Your Dream Awards were awarded to Mount Vernon women, Mikala
Montgomery and Meredith Collins.
The Live Your Dream Award provides women who serve as the primary wage earners for
their families with a financial award to offset costs associated with attaining higher education.
Ms. Montgomery, the first place winner receives $1,000 and is studying nursing at Central Ohio Technical College (COTC). Ms. Collins, the second place winner receives $500
and is studying Human Services at COTC. Both were appreciative of the Awards.
“The Soroptimist club has been a giant blessing in my life, helping relieve the stress of financial strain school can put on a single mom," Montgomery said. "I’m so thankful for
the award and am excited to further my education.”
“The Live Your Dream Award was created for non-traditional students - women who have
overcome some struggles in their lives, and are now raising their families while also going to school to make their lives better. Mikala and Meredith were impressive applicants,
and we are happy to give them these awards,” explained Becky Chamberlin, Chair.
The Live Your Dream Awards have disbursed almost $35 million in awards to tens of
thousands of women since the Award winning program began in 1972.
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SI of Kenton-Hardin County
SI of Hancock County
The SI Kenton/Hardin County and SI Hancock County chapters held their joint Celebration of Women ceremony on March 18th. The committee members organized a wonderful celebration to honor those outstanding
women in our communities. The keynote address was presented by Retired Major General Deborah Ashenhurst who currently serves as the Director of Ohio Department of Veterans Services. Her speech was an
inspiration for all women about following dreams and being successful in a career that traditionally is male
dominated. It was an honor to have her present and share her successes within the United States military.
The two clubs gave four Live Your Dream Awards with Angela Spires winning from Hancock County and Penny
Smith, Alisha Kapanka, and Elizabeth Purdy from Hardin County. Angela is pursuing a degree in Social Work
and hopes to help others overcome hardships in their lives and show them that she was successful in working
through abuse as a child. Penny Smith is working on a degree in Social Work and currently is a case manager
for clients with substance use disorder. Penny understands their struggles as she has overcome this disorder
herself. Alisha is working on a Social Work degree and plans to put her life experiences into everything she
does to help other people. Alisha has overcome many hardships and understands how this can impact ones
mental and physical health as well as blunt career opportunities. She wants to make a difference in the lives
of so many others. Elizabeth is pursuing a professional certificate in Medical Coding and hopes to be a good
role model for her son. As a widow with young children, she needed to make many sacrifices on behalf of her
family. She wants her son to know that hard work does have its reward and you can achieve your dreams.
We were fortunate to have the award winners on the video link so that they could say hello. We are so very
honored to support such courageous and dedicated women. SI Kenton/Hardin County presented Mia Benitez
the Judy Farrington Memorial Award/Violet Richardson Award. Mia is a high school student who dedicates a
tremendous amount of time to her community. Mia’s charity is One Simple WishTM who empowers us to restore hope and happiness to children and young adults who have been impacted by foster care, abuse, and
neglect. What a wonderful young lady! Kennedy Cook an Ohio Northern University political science student
won the Virginia Wagner Award. Kennedy was selected to be the primary assistant to the newly formed
“Institute for Civics and Public Policy’ and is currently preparing to study abroad in Hungary. Taylor Ellerbrock
was the award winner for the Judy MaGaw Award, which honors SI Kenton/Hardin County’s past president.
Taylor is a Medical Laboratory Science and Biology major at Ohio Northern University who has been named
an Academic All-OAC athlete for track and cross country. After graduation, she hopes to work in a clinical lab.
Dorothy Hogue was the Ruby Award winner. She is dedicated to her community and improving the lives of
our community. She is actively involved in so many different charities but she wanted this award to go to the
local Soup Kitchen that provides meals to those who need a little extra help. She is the rock that keeps this
project going week after week. We all strive to be that light in our communities. Kenton/Hardin County was
able to surprise to amazing SI women for their dedication and service to our mission. Our Rookie of the Year
was Sarah Johnson who joined in 2019 and has served on the executive board since joining. Our SI Outstanding Member of the Year was Annetta Holmes. She joined in 2009 and has served as our recording secretary
and represented us at Hardin County Leadership. She is a dedicated quilter who organizes our Care and Comfort program with Missie Austin. She is a wonderful advocate for the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. Many
SI members in the Midwestern Region may have participated in a quilt raffle fundraiser for us that demonstrates just one of Annetta’s many talents. We were very blessed to be able to have our virtual awards ceremony despite the pandemic. We are gratefully to our committee members and our Masters of Ceremony,
Amy Aulthouse and Julie Walters.
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Darcy Merritt / SI Monroe County MI
1554 Riverview Avenue
Monroe, MI 48162
Cell: 734-968-7991
Email: dmerritt1963@outlook.com

Sheila Zingler-Gilbert / SI Fond du Lac WI
N11526 Center Line Road
Brownsvile, WI 53006
Cell: 920-948-3499
Email: sheilasifdl@gmail.com
Susan Frankel / SI Fond du Lac WI
291 Old Pioneer Road
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
Cell: 920-251-2259
Email: smfrankel5@gmail.com

Ruth Waggoner / SI Kenton/Hardin County OH
13658 Township Road 40
Dunkirk, OH 45836
Cell: 419-957-5417
Email: ruthwaggoner55@gmail.com
Kellie Klingel / SI Flat Rock Area MI
20115 Roche
Brownstown Twp, MI 48183-4822
Cell: 734-664-6709
Email: ktklingel@yahoo.com

Abby Bouton /SI Columbus Franklin Co OH
2101 Mackenzie Drive
Columbus, OH 43220
Cell: 614-285-8212
Email: abbouton@yahoo.com

Christine Fowler Shearer/SI Cleveland OH
4590 Rockridge Way
Copley, OH 44321
Cell: 216-408-4124
Email: fowlerartistic@gmail.com

Audrey Jarvey / SI Fond du Lac WI
N74W13737 Appleton Avenue #116
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
Cell: 920-979-0606
Email: audreyjarv@gmail.com
Connie Gindt / SI Fond du Lac WI
250 E. 11th Street
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
Cell: 920-948-1357
Email: Connie@ep-direct.com

Laura Ferguson / SI Kenton/Hardin County OH
PO Box 296
Ada, OH 45810
Cell: 567-674-1023
Email: laura.r.ferguson@gmail.com
Patricia Cavell / SI Monroe County MI
28345 N Wesley Ave
Flat Rock, MI 48134-1230
Cell: 734-778-1487
Email: bsktpac@comcast.net

Mary Lorenzo / SI Canton/Stark County OH
2507 Treetop Cir NE
Canton, OH 44705
Cell: 330-338-2946
Email: mary.lorenzo@hotmail.com

