
From Our Pastor 

Dear Saints at Peace, 
Recently I have been listening to the audiobook of Isaiah. In doing so I began to see things in 
scripture that I hadn’t seen before or maybe hadn’t noticed before. In the first chapter, God lays 
out Israel’s situation and says why they are where they are.   

“Children have I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me. The ox 
knows its owner, the donkey its master’s crib, but Israel does not know, my people 
do not understand.” Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of evil-
doers, children who deal corruptly! They have forsaken the Lord, they have des-
pised the Holy One of Israel, they are utterly estranged…the whole head is sick, the 
whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no soundness 
in it, but bruises and sores and raw wounds; they are not pressed out or bound up 
or softened with oil. Your country lies desolate; your cities are burned with fire; in 
your very presence foreigners devour your land; it is desolate, as overthrown by 
foreigners.” 

What a difficult situation to be in. They had forsaken God and the consequences were devastat-
ing. Devastating for the nation and its citizens. God continues by saying the sacrifices and burnt 
offerings are a waste of his time and he does not delight in the blood of bulls, or lambs, or goats. 
He cannot endure their solemn assembly. He gets weary and burdened with their festivals.   

Rebellion toward God leads to national sickness and decay with foreigners overrunning the land.  

What was God doing? He was taking away support and supply of water, bread, military, judges, 
prophets and everything else Israel was trusting in (3:1ff). Again, this is not a good situation for 
Israel! 

It is clear to see Israel’s problem and to see what needed to be done, namely a turning from self-
centeredness and a turning toward God. It is also easy to see what is happening in our country 
and even within the church. The question is, is it as clear to see what is happening within our own 
lives? 

For Israel, God was withholding his support in order to cause Israel to open their eyes to their sit-
uation and see the need for Divine intervention. To put their hope and trust in God. Could it be 
that God is doing the same thing in our nation, our church, and in our lives? Is he causing us to 
see the Lord Christ as the answer for all that ails us? If so, what is our response? Lord, have mer-
cy! 

This is why we keep gathering together and saying or singing the liturgy. We, as individuals and 
as a people, cry for God’s mercy. We cry for forgiveness. In Divine Service it is as if God is gently 
saying, “Come now, let us reason together, though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing 
and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land…”  

How is that blessing accomplished? Through the blood of the Lamb who takes away my sin and 
gifts to me complete forgiveness! What hope! Rebellion can be forgiven. Healing can happen! 
Restoration and blessing are a reality! 

Forgiveness, restoration, and blessing is what one hears each and every time Peace gathers! It is 
what one becomes as this message continues ringing in one's ears! This message is what you live 
out in your community. It is a message of hope for the hopeless, healing for the sick, and be-
longing to the estranged! So, church at Peace, continue living the message of the Lord Christ! 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Brynestad   



From the Elders: 
“For as in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, so we, though 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in propor-
tion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who 
teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhor-
tation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who 
leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness.” - Romans 12:4-10 

You may have seen this somewhere before, like in the  
Fellowship Hall above the coffee pot, but have you really    
considered what it means? Christ commands us to follow 
Him but that doesn’t mean passive obeyance. We all have 
our skills and talents, just as we all have weaknesses and 
shortcomings, and if we work to develop our strengths 
and overcome our weaknesses we are indeed working for 
Our Lord. 

Some of us have a gift for clear communication and 
presentation. Others are better with hand tools. We have     
members who understand and revel in technology while 
others are more comfortable with traditional administra-
tive tasks. Whatever our gifts may be, we are more willing 
to share what we enjoy than something we are pressured 
to do but do not enjoy. It can be challenging to find the 
proper fit at the proper time. 

Your Elders are always looking for ways to improve the 
spiritual health of our congregation. Something always on 
our minds is how to assist our members find a vocation 
that is both helpful and a good fit. Someone comfortable 
with a hammer and saw might not be a good bookkeep-
er. Someone with administrative skills may be a poor car-
penter or perhaps even dangerous with power tools. 
Some have a comforting voice and empathy who might 
not fit well in   administrative, leadership, or technical 
roles, but shut-ins appreciate open ears and a loving 
heart. We are all parts of a church body, each with our 
own skills, passions, and aptitudes. 

Peace Lutheran Church has opportunities to serve accord-
ing to your faith. Our Parish Education, Stewardship, and 
Evangelism boards have openings. The Trustees, that is 
those who use power tools, also need willing hands. Infor-
mation technology requires special skills, and we need a 
team to support our streaming video service on Sundays 
and maintain our website. We have teams now, but they 
are often only one person deep. 

The Lord serves us every Sunday and throughout Advent 
and Lent. Let us serve others the rest of the week. The 
‘help wanted’ sign is posted. Consider it your call. 

 
 
Tim Johnsrude 
Chairman, Board of Elders 

From the Scouts: 
Cub Scout Pack 4506 (K – 5th grade): We started back 
from Christmas break on January 10th. We had our Pack 
Marble shoot at our Tuesday, January 17 meeting with 
the winners moving on to the district marble shoot on 
January 21st. We participated in an Eagle Survey event on 
January 14 put on by the US Army Corps of Engineers. 
We finished out the month with our Pack meeting where 
the Cub Scouts were recognized for their achievements. 
Upcoming we have in February “Scouting’s Birthday” 
which is on Sunday, Feb. 5th, and is celebrated as Scout 
Sunday where all scouts and scouter’s will be showing up 
to their church services in uniform. At our February 21st 
meeting we will be holding a car clinic to be ready for the 
upcoming Pinewood Derby. We finish the month with our 
annual Blue and Gold Banquet. 
If you know of anyone looking for a pack let them know 
about Pack 4506. Enrollment is from kindergarten thru 
5th grade. We meet at the Tracyton Scout Hall on Tues-
day nights starting at 6 PM. Visit www.pack4506.org or 
email beascout@pack4506.org 

Scouts BSA, Troop 1506 (10- to 18-year-olds): Troop 
members worked on planning their trip to Philmont Scout 
Ranch this summer and going over skills necessary for 
upcoming backpacking events. Many attended the Merit 
Badge clinic on Saturdays in January. 
Troop 1506 meets Mondays at 7 PM at the Tracyton 
Scout Hall. Anyone interested in joining can contact us 
at beascout@troop1506.org and learn more 
at www.troop1506.org 

Venturing Crew 1506 (14- to 21-year-olds): Crew 
members assisted scouts in the troop practice their skills 
and planned for participation in the upcoming area-wide 
RAVE (Really Awesome Venturing Experience) event. 
Crew 1506 meets at the Tracyton Scout Hall at 6 PM on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. Inter-
ested youth and adults can learn more 
at www.crew1506.org or contact us 
at beascout@crew1506.org 

Sea Scout Ship 1661 (14- to 21-year-olds): Sea Scouts 
worked on their basics to earn their “Apprentice” rank. 
They made plans to attend the upcoming Mert Wells Re-
gatta in March, which takes place at the Brownsville Mari-
na. We are looking for a Skipper (adult unit leader), 
Mates (adult assistants) and Youth!  
Meetings are at the Tracyton Scout Hall starting at 6 PM 
on the first and third Wednesdays of the month. You can 
learn more about the ship at www.ship1661.org. If you 
can help to rebuild sea scouts in Kitsap County, please 
contact us a beascout@ship1661.org 
 

If you have a son, daughter, or grandchild looking 
for something to do. Give Scouting a try!  
We can be reached at the above emails or at 
(360) 362-5289. Thank you!  
 
YiS, Bill Bokovoy, 
Chartered Organization Representative. 
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Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” 

We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the church of our time, talents and treasure. This alliterative trinity 
helps us see that giving is not just about money, but about our whole lives. As we confess in the Small Catechism’s 
explanation of the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed, God gives us everything we have and enjoy. First we confess 
that God gives us “our body and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our members, our reason and all our senses” (SC II). 
Then we confess that He gives us material things. The time, talents, and treasure trinity places before our eyes the 
fact that we are to give something of all three of these things toward the mission of the church in thanksgiving for 
what God has provided. For everything we have, and indeed, everything we are, comes from God’s fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy.  
 
The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we replace one little word with another little word — when we 
replace the word and with the word or. It is always written with the and, but when we read it, we read it with the or. 
Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolls that everything that we have and are is a gift from God, to be given back 
in service of His church, turns into a trinity that we can pick and choose from when we serve God. The giving of our 
time, talents and treasure turns into the giving of our time, talents or treasure.  
 
Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents instead of our treasure? Or perhaps it is the other way 
round: Can we give of our treasure and not of our time and talents? But these are the wrong questions. The right 
question is, can we give of our time and talents in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to give of all 
three. The things that God gives us are not to be pitted against one another. Rather, they are given to us, and we are 
to press them all into God’s service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need.  
 
Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a generous, first-fruits proportion of our income. We give 
of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. We give of our talents in the same manner. Since 
God gave us all these things, we are called to give generously of all these things in faith toward Him and in fervent 
love to our neighbors.  
 
For God has provided all these things for us. Out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He gives us each time, 
talents AND treasure as a means to bless those around us. We serve our neighbors with these things, blessing them 
with the blessings with which God has blessed us. We give of our time, talents and treasure to our families, our socie-
ty, our church and our local congregations. And we do this because we know that we are not our own. Rather, we 
belong to God. We have been bought with a price: the holy, precious blood and innocent suffering and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everything — His time, His talents and His treasure — to have us as His own and to live 
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. We have these 
things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us then press them all into service for the sake of His love — time, talents 
and treasure together.  

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

Meet the Teacher: 
Mrs. Love was born in San Diego, California. She received her Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education from 

San Diego State University and her Master of Science in Education from Old Dominion University. She has 

taught various grades and became the fifth grade teacher in 2019. She is married to Chris and has two sons 

who are both Peace graduates. In her free time, she enjoys traveling with her family. She has been a part of 

the Peace family since 2008. 

  

From the School: 
An update from 5th grade. We are in the process of preparing for the school Science Fair. This means we 

are conducting experiments, writing research papers, and preparing our displays. We are also looking for-

ward to our first LEST experience. The idea of fellowship with other Lutheran schools and students from 

outside our area is both exciting and a bit scary. As always, we are learning about the wonderful ways that 

God is working in our lives. As we dive deeper into our faith understanding, we are finding new ways to ap-

ply these lessons in our lives. So much is happening and we are so excited to see what the rest of 5th grade 

has to offer. Blessings to you all!       – Suzanne Love, 5th grade teacher. 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

       

   
12 PM MONTHLY LUNCHEON 
6 PM YOUTH GROUP 
6 PM VB BIBLE STUDY 

10:30 AM BIBLE STUDY @ 
THE SCHADT’S 

 
  

8 & 10:45 AM 
WORSHIP W/COMMUNION 
9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 
12:30 PM PARISH ED MEETING 
 

9 AM QUILTERS 
9 AM TRUSTEES 
7 PM BOARD OF ELDERS 
 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

6 PM YOUTH GROUP 
6 PM VB BIBLE STUDY 
6 PM ALTAR GUILD MEETING 
 

10:30 AM BIBLE STUDY @ 
THE SCHADT’S 

  

8 & 10:45 AM 
WORSHIP W/COMMUNION 
9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

9 AM QUILTERS 
6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 
7 PM COUNCIL MEETING 

10:30 AM TEA & CHAT 
6 PM YOUTH GROUP 
6 PM VB BIBLE STUDY 

10:30 AM BIBLE STUDY @ 
THE SCHADT’S 

 
10 AM LADIES POTLUCK 
BRUNCH 

8 & 10:45 AM 
WORSHIP W/COMMUNION 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
9 AM QUILTERS 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
11 AM LENTEN SERVICE 
6:30 PM LENTEN SERVICE 

10:30 AM BIBLE STUDY @ 
THE SCHADT’S 

  

8 & 10:45 AM 
WORSHIP W/COMMUNION 
9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

9 AM QUILTERS 6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE     

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

Office Closed Office Closed 

Office Closed 



2/1 Del Sutton 

2/3 Shawn Phillips 

2/4 Ronen Perry 

2/7 Bill Bokovoy 

2/8 Jeff Brown 

2/9 Cynthia Rutan 

2/11 Rick Balzaretti 

2/12 Sandra Dran 

2/12 Michael Perry 

2/13 Barbara Paul 

2/14 Kendall Brynestad 

2/14 Laurie Shaw 

2/15 Geronda Brown 

2/18 Catherine Hill 

2/19 Lee Felder 

2/20 Rebecca Wheeler 

2/21 Yana Bokovoy 

2/23 Jose Ramirez 

2/23 Daniel Wolber 

2/28 Pat Huelle 

2/7 Virgil & Rene Gehrts 

2/14 Steve & Linda Fischer 
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