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Earth Day 2025:

By Kermit Snow Jr, BTRP Compliance Officer

Wahey Neetine,
that time of the year, where we cele-
brate Mother Earth and bring in the chil-
dren of the local elementary schools to
see not only what we do in our jobs to
help Mother Earth & our communities,
but to also engage our youth in how they
can help her. We also hope that they will
remember what they learned and partici-
pated in, that it will in some way steer
them towards an education in a career
from one of the 15 stations they stopped
at. To me, this is one of the best parts of
our job, interacting with grade school
students. As | mentioned in the past, we
zero in on grades # thru the 6, as the

N\ upper grades are pretty much past this
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still a lot to learn. We like the fact, that

kids in these grades will take what they
learn at this event, right to the home and
their parents & siblings. We look at
these kids, as the next stewards of our
home lands. As we gathered in Lodge
Pole to set up, the weather was not co-
operating, as it began to snow a little,
with a slight wind. We had originally
hoped to set up at the Wasay Wakpa
pow wow grounds, but had to move it
indoors to the Chief Nosey Gymnasium.
So, you can imagine how packed that
little gym was, with around 200 kids, the

15 stations w/presenters, chaperones,
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bus drivers, and occasional visitors from the commu-
nity, but we made it work. Thank you to Hannah and |
crew for making sure gym was clean and helping set
up tables for the different stations. | would like to

thank the 15 stations who set up and we did have

one more program come in a little late, but there

were no more tables, so they kind of threw in with a
program that he is associated with. These are the
programs the children got to learn about: Brown- &
fields, AG Corp (MT Dept. of AG), Child Support, Ce =

tral & Eastern MT Invasive Species Team (CEMIST ,

Wat er Quality, TI WAHE, "obacco Prevention, CHF 06 s
Nutrition, ANC Buffalo Center, Native Connections
MSU Extension, ANC Buffalo Research Center, NIC
MNI Water Center, and MT Fish & Wildlife. The Relc
cation, Managed Retreat or Protect in Place (RMP;
Project ended up helping out CEMIST. It is really fur
to watch the kids interact with the people at the dif-

ferent stations, eager to learn, handle the equipment
at some stations and see how they work, getting their
hands dirty either working with soils or making a deli-
cious treat at another station. They got to see how

one station works with contaminated properties to ) ) . .
make them reusable to how another samples water agrlculture at one station and seen how invasive spe-
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different aspects of the Buffalo, through the ANC Buf- NOW One station helps the peop ow one helps
falo Center and the ANC Buffalo Research Center With chlldre_n & families. They learned about Culture
They got to learn about Nutrition at one station and &t ©ne station and how another shows how tobacco

make a yummy treat at another. They learned about &f€Cts the body and the dangers of vaping & smoke-
less tobacco. They got to see how a program helps
communities in building gardens and how to grow
food and then learn about the wildlife & regulations
in Montana. We were really fascinated by a young
student at our station. After telling the kids what we
do and how it helps our community, he started with a
guestion and when we answered, he fired right back
with another, then another, then another. | believe he
asked around 56 questions before the session end-
ed. This made us feel good, as he showed great inter-
est in what we are doing and wanted to learn more
about what our program cleaned up, what all is in-
volved in our cleanup, and what the end results are.
This is why we do this, to get our kids engaged, not
only in what we do, but what all the presenters are
doing in their field. We hope that, through their curi-
osity and questions, it could lead them on a path to
their future endeavors and/or a field of study in col-
lege. That is one of our ultimate goals in this Earth
Day event. Another great goal of this event, is to see
and watch these kids have fun, interact not only with
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