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The numbers reported below were provided by the Montana Departments of Natural Resources & 

Conservation (DNRC) and Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP). The DNRC provided current land use data for 

the State lands identified for transfer. The MFWP provided estimates for the levels of hunting on the lands 

identified for transfer. Within the State hunting levels are reported by "Hunting District" with the exception of 

turkey hunting which is done at the county level. Hunting Districts cover geographic areas across the State 

and vary by species. The Bureau of Land Management does not issue hunting licenses. 

The exact level of hunting within a specific parcel of land is unknown. MFWP estimated the level of hunting on 

lands designated for transfer to the Fort Belknap Indian Community (FBIC) based on the percentage of land area 

for transfer in relation to the larger Hunting District or county. This results in an estimate of hunters using the 

lands identified for transferred, but does not take into account geography, hunting opportunities on that parcel, 

or ability to access a parcel. 

Leasing of State lands within the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation (approximately 19,557 acres) 
• FBIC holds a grazing lease for 19,017 acres.

• An individual tribal member holds a farming lease for 540 acres.

Leasing of State Lands in the Sub-marginal Land Transfer Area (approximately 6,165 acres) 

• All of the State land within the Sub-marginal Area is leased for livestock grazing.

• Approximately 1,920 acres are leased to FBIC.

• Approximately 4,245 acres are leased to private individuals.

Hunting on State Lands in the Sub-marginal Land Transfer Area 

• State land within the Sub-marginal Land Transfer Area is included in 4 Hunting Districts and makes

up less than 1% of these Hunting Districts.

• 68 hunters are estimated to use the State lands identified for transfer to FBIC annually.
• Approximately 0.7 bighorn sheep, 2.1 elk, 33 deer, 5.2 antelope and 0.5 turkeys are harvested from

these State lands annually.

• No Outfitting Licenses have been issued for State lands within the Sub-marginal Area.

Hunting on BLM Grinnell Notch Land Transfer Area (approximately 14,496 acres) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The area to be transferred to FBIC is included in 2 Hunting Districts . 

The area includes only 22.5% of the bighorn sheep Hunting District and it is estimated that 1 hunting 

license is issued for bighorn sheep in this area annually. 

The area includes only 2.8% of the elk and deer Hunting District and it is estimated that 45 hunting 

licenses are issued annually for elk and deer in this area (with possible duplication of some hunters). 

The area makes up less than 1% of the turkey hunting area which is done at the county level. 

Overall, the estimated annual average harvest that occurs in this area is approximately 1 mountain 

lion, 0.2 bighorn sheep, 3.3 elk, 12.4 deer, and 0.3 turkeys. 

Estimates of hunting levels do not account for the mountainous and wilderness character of the 

lands to be transferred and difficulty of access. In addition, the western side of the Grinnell Notch 

Transfer Area is only accessible from the Reservation. 

A very small amount of fishing occurs on Beaver Creek within the Grinnell Notch Transfer Area, 

however, there is no data on numbers. 


