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Aaniiih & Nakoda Environmental Newsletter 

OCTOBERñDECEMBER, 2025 

Wahey Neetine, hello my relatives. Well, 

itõs been a busy year with summer con-

ferences, meetings, and Brownfield 

Cleanups, keeping our Program very 

busy. The summer started for me in the 

first week of June, when the work start-

ed on the update of USTõs at the former 

Kwik Stop, now known as the Little River 

Trading Post. We knew we had a lot of 

work to do since Island Mountain Devel-

opment Group (IMDG) took over manag-

ing the convenience store. The tanks 

were over 30 years old, needed a new 

canopy, adding more dispensers, and a 

new design. With the help of Victoria 

Flowers (Oneida Nation) and Oneida En-

gineering Solutions (OES) working with 

the IMDG team, and EnergySolutions out 

of Billings, the work started to take 

shape. First things first, they started on 

taking out probes, drop tubes, spill buck-

ets, sumps, dispensers, draining any 

fuel left in tanks, and then started airing 

out tanks. While airing out tanks, the fun 

began, they started breaking concrete 

around dispensers and new tank site, 

working their way to the old tanks. It was 

great to see them start taking out the 

four tanks, three 10,000 gal. and one 
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4,000 gal. tank. When they removed the first tank 

completely, I was amazed at how good the tank 

looked. It looked as if it were still new, with no rust or 

any holes, after being in the ground for 35-37 years. 

That says that the cathodic protection was doing its 

job. They looked liked they can be used again, but 

unfortunately, you cannot reuse tanks once you pull 

them, they are retired for good. They then started ex-

cavating the site for the new tanks, drain pipes, and 

anchors holes for the new canopy. I got to see them 

pour concrete for the anchors and then the new pads 

for the dispensers. I then had to leave for a Region 8 

RTOC meeting in Fort Duchesne, UT. and didnõt get to 

see them set the new tanks, which I really wanted to 

see. I had been part of removals before, but never 

got to see when they set new tanks, but got to see 

some of it thru my phone while at meeting in Utah. 

When I returned, the crew were setting up and getting 

ready to pour for concrete for tank pads, dispensers, 

and asphalt for parking lot. I was then getting pre-

pared for another trip, but before I left, they had 

poured most of the concrete pads for the dispensers, 

with pillars for the canopy. When I returned from Chi-

cago, I was pleasantly surprised to see the canopy up 

as I got closer to the store, it looked awesome.  The 

week began with work on the UST concrete pad and 

got ready to lay asphalt for the parking lot. I then had 

to leave again for the Tribal Lands and Environment 

Forum (TLEF) in Minneapolis, MN. the next week. 

When I returned the following week, they prepared 

and laid asphalt for the parking lot. They also put in a 

new Automatic Tank Gauge (ATG) system (EVO 600) 

and a new POS system for the store. EnergiSystems, 

IMDG, and their subcontractors did a great job. When 

the gas station part of store opened up, we did have 

a few glitches, but worked with EnergiSystems to 

work out some of the bugs. I personally like the new 

ATG, as it is easier to work with, when doing monthly 

walkthrough inspections. I do know the community is 
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proud of what was accomplished with this project 

and will continue working on the store part now. It 

was great to work with Cassie Longtime Sleeping 

(Store Manager) and Ryan Beatty (Assistant Manag-

er), as they got to see what is involved in putting in 

new tanks and dispensers and all that go with it.  

 

Now that the LRTP Project is done, we could now fo-

cus on our Cleanup Projects, the Renovation Homes, 

Former Water Treatment Plant, and the Former Lodge 

Pole Elementary School. On these projects, we work 

with our Contractor Granite Peak and subcontractors 

Sullivan Brothers, Safe Tech, and ALM Consulting. We 

did finish the renovation of five burned homes for 

housing and made the area ready for construction 

and are continuing work on the other two projects, 

with the hope of getting them done before the real 

winter sets in. We could not go inside the elementary 

school, as they were abating for asbestos and lead, 

but we did get to keep tabs on the progress at the 

Former Water Treatment Plant. It was going great and 

then Mother Nature stepped in with the cold winter, 

but they persevered through it and continued on. As 

of this writing, they had finished all the cutting and 

washing of the building. We did have one little mis-

hap, while cutting the steel, a fire started, but they 

got it put out and continued their work. I believe it is 

now up to the Tribe after it gets signed off. Kudos to 

SafeTech on a job well done. We still have a ways to 

go, but are moving along good and looking forward to 

reaching the finish line. It all feels good when some-

thing you envisioned, comes through and it helps the 

community. I had been working on the UST Project at 

Little River Trading Post (old Kwik Stop) for a while 

and it is finally done. I now look forward on tackling 

the Old BOOõs gas station to see how we can remedy 

that road block. Itõs always good when a project gets 

done and you get to move on to the next one(s). 
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