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Nic?-Mni (Water) Center Monitoring Well
Installation Project

By James Swierc, NieWini (Water) Center, ANC

The Nic2Mni (Water) Center completed the monitor- northward towards the reservation. Water quality
ing well installation project in the Pow Wow Grounds and water level data from the wells, combined with
in early November this year. The snowstorm slowedstreamflow and stream water quality data (when
down the program, but the drilling contractor was there is water) will provide data to help determine
able to finish the work this year. Wells were installed what is happening.

at two locations. The purpose of these wells is to

monitor for groundwater impacted by mining, as we We are hoping to sample the wells yet this December,
see in South Bighorn Creek as it flows from Swift but with the weather, we may have to wait until

Gulch on to the Reservation. Sspringti me. I n the meant
logging sensors to monitor the water levels, and how
Both |l ocations have wel lthey ocharigaivgith grecipitationand tshrowmeiteehents,

stalled to different depths. For these locations, there providing data to characterize the hydrologic system.
is a deep well installed into the bedrock aquifer, the For the next two years, we will sample the wells sev-
same one that the USGS well in the central part of eral times to see how things change from late winter,
the pow wow ground is installed to. The shallow wellsto spring, midsummer, and then early fall. After this
are installed at the top of bedrock to assess the con- assessment a longerm water quality and water level
nection with stream water. Data from well clusters monitoring program will be established with yearly
shows how water quality can vary in different aquifers sampling events.
(geologic units transmitting water) at different depths
at a location. Vertical flow gradients can also be de- The results of this research effort will be presented at
termined based on the difference in pressure head the Water Forum by the Nic®Ini Center staff this
between the wells, or to determine if the deeper wa- spring. We will also continue to provide updates on
ters are under artesian pressure. This determination the research activities to the Environmental Protec-
is important because we know that the mining tion Department and in every Circle Speaker. If any-
impacted water from Swift Gulch infiltrates into the one has any questions about the research being con-
subsurface by the reservation boundaryy as evi- ducted by the water center and the results, please
denced by the dry streambed during much of the feel free to email me atjswierc@ancollege.eduAlso,
summer. While some of those waters appeartore-dondt forget to contact u
surface near King Spring, they again infiltrate the well tested. We will send staff to sample the well and
ground by the pow wow grounds, with the dry return the results in approximately one month after
streambed as evidence. the samples are collected. Our samples are analyzed
for total dissolved solids, hardness, major cations
The questions the research is trying to addressareand anions (whatods most |
where is this water going, how fast is it moving, and metals, nitrates, and total nitrogen. If you suspect
how much of this water is there? The new wells will there are bacteria problems, let us know, and we will
help determine if the contaminated water is moving collect a sample to test for coliforms.

Winners of the Fort Belknap

Environmental Protection Department The Fort Belknap Environmental Protect
Aluminum and Metal Can Drive Department s Br own

hosting a community meetirigoisige Pole,
MTon December 17th, from 11lam to 12no¢

theEnemy Killer Recreation Cemtdhe
cleanup plans for the "Old Lodge Pole Sc
For more information, call (406)-8831.

1st PlacaLillian Alvernaz

2nd Plac@Sheri Windy Boy
R & Raelle Snell
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Nonpoint Source
Pollution Program

By Shelby Main, Nonpoint Source Coordinator

My name is Shelby Main,
proud descendant of the Up-
per Quarter Clan and a mem
ber of the Aaniilh community
in Fort Belknap. | am the

REQUEST FOR P ROReG-8ABelkngpR F
I ndi an Community AFBI C|o

sultant/contractor for assessment, abatement & rémov
10contaminated homes & debris piles located on|the |
Belknap Indian Reservation in Fort Belknap |Agen
Hays, and Lodge Pole, MT. The project is funddd by
Brownfields 128(a) Infrastructure Investment & Jlobs
grant awarded to the FBIC. The complete RFP |pack
provides the specifications/requirements for prgspec
applicants to complete a proposal. The lead Project M

ager must me et EPAOGS
ronmental Professional as defined in 40 CFR

granddaughter of Gerald B.
Main Sr. (Christine CIiff) and
Leon Cochran (Dorothy Ellis
and the daughter of Gerald
Jr. "Shorty" Main and Tany
Cochran. As the mother of
four awesome childrefi
Kianna, Jay Willie Il, Franki
Sundance, and Otis Rodddl
am honored to have recently been appointed Non-
point Source Coordinator at the Environmental Pro-
tection Department. This role is one | have diligentl
prepared for through years of seducation and re-
search.

waste regulations, and Montana laws/reguldie
deadlinefor proposals %00 PM January 8, 2026
obtain the complete RFP, please contact Adrian
at 4063538411, adrian.kulbeck@ftbelknapasrgna
Nez Perce at 48638429]nperce @ftbelknap.&tBIC
reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.

) Tracking Ferrets

% Thermal Camera Technology

| am e_XCited to jOiD the enyironmental department By kristy Bly, Blackooted Ferret Program Restoration Manager
and build relationships that will help protect our trea- https://wwfgifts files.worldwildlife.org/wwfgifts/assets/

ty rights and access to quality and clean water. With a WWFE_Catalog_2024.pdf

strong personal passion for nature and cultural as g nocturnal species living mostly in underground
preservation, 1 am grateful to FBICC and FBEPD folyrrows, blackfooted ferrets are challenging to moni-
this opportunity to contribute to environmental pro- tor in the wild. Until recently, scientists primarily used
tection and support the future of The Aaniiih/Nakod high-ntensity spotlights to locate their green eye-
Nations. shine. While somewhat effective, spotlighting is a

o ) time-consuming and logistically difficult way to esti-
In my role within the project, | concentrate on safe- 1,5t population numbers.

guarding water quality, promoting lownpact devel-

opment, and minimizing toxic waste, including urban g jncrease the effectiveness of these surveys, WWF
and agricultural runoff. I plan to enhance community ;ndtheFort Bel kn a p Reservat
outreach and education while contributing to mor Department have begun using forwardooking infra-

efficient water management practices. The Nonpoint o4 (FLIR) cameras to locate ferrets by their body
Source and Wetlands Programs oversee four water-neat which is proving more effective.

sheds within the Fort Belknap Reservation: Middl
Milk, Peoples, Beaver, and Fort Peck Reservaoir.
objective is to raise awareness within our tribal co
munity and foster partnerships with tribal, state, an
federal water resource agencies.

Yinfrared cameras locate ferrets missed by spotlight-
" ing surveys. The towemounted cameras detect fer-
rets at nearly twice the distance as a spotlight. And
the dronemounted infrared camera is effective at
) spotting ferrets as they move across a prairie dog col-
If you have any questions, comments, or CONCEMS gny in remote areas difficult to access by vehicle.
about Nonpoint Source issues, or if you would like These technologies are making it easier to assess
more information regarding the program, please con- honylation status to provide better guidance for con-
tact me directly at (406) 3538416 or via email at | geryation management for one of the most endan-
shelbymain.nps@gmail.com. gered mammals in North America.
AANINH & NAKODA ENRONMENTANNEWSIETTER
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Climate Change Program Highlights

By Dennis Longknife, Jr., Climate Change Coordinator | November 5, 2024

Hello Climate Change snow, that caused antelope to starve from lack of
Warriors! available ground cover to graze, as well as deer. You
woul dndét think of 11, but

¢ Its Fall and that means hunt- the Pheasant numbers and other animals that made
| ing season! As a hunter and tunnels in the snow to protect themselves from the
i longtime fisherman ever since weather, as the snow and warm winds came, they
| was a young boy, | still re- would cause the deep snow tunnels to cave in and
member my outings with my suffocate any animal that was underneath the snow
| father and grandfather, fishing at that time. | did not know this until an elder men-
=& and hunting along the Milk Riv- tioned that to me and it made perfect sense. | also

er VaIIey and the prairies around Snake Butte, one of noticed that our annual springtime fishing trips along
our sacred sites on the reservation. the Milk River were great, but suddenly | began notic-

ing how extreme weather events also impacted fish-
With climate change | have some interesting observa- ing. The spring months of April and May used to be
tions | would like to share. | remember the small log when we fished for Walleye, Northern Pike, and Bur-
cabin were my grandparents George and Mary bot. As our weather patterns intensified, we had only
Longknife lived, and my grandmother Mary, would a few weeks at a time to spring fish because en
make Sagehen Soup, which was delicious! Back coming floods from rapid snowmelt would keep us
then Sagehens were plentiful and our families all from accessing the river, or the river would be too
would harvest them in the wintertime, when it was hi gh to catch anything.
harder to get around on the snowovered hills and heavily on harvesting Walleye, so we had to get
hunt deer. We also had plenty of gamebirds such as ducks, geese and rabbits, during those times. | re-
Sharptail Grouse, Quail and Prairie Chickens. As youmember when walleye fishing was good, we always
can see we ate a lot of soup during the winter as well shared our bounty with our families and other rela-
as deer meat. Even when | was in high school, wetives as well. Fish Frys were very common and was a
still had the pleasure of hunting these game birds, time when houses were full of families. Even in the
but that is when things started changing in the winter time, | used to ice fish for walleye on the Milk
19800s. No | onger wer &i vbe wheuoal Wwia @ r atuit o nosf
Sagehens, maybe a few dozen at most in the winter We had good hard ice on the river back then, and we
time, and in the spring the Leks and Strutting could fish for 23 months, from November to Febru-
grounds for the Sagehens, and Shaiail Grouse, no ary, then came the change in weather patterns that
longer held large number of birds. seemed to bring warmer weather, that would melt

our ice and make it too dangerous to be on, we now
Extreme weather events also played a role in reduc- have only a few weeks to ice fish when the ice is safe
ing numbers of wild game and birds, from heavy wet to do so.
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FORT BELKNAP
AIR STRIP

RUNWAY HOMES

FORT BELKNAP
AGENCY, MONTANA

Site
Background

In 2013, the US Department of
Defense donated 30 homes to the
Fort Belknap Indian Community
(FBIC) fromm Malmstrom Air Force
Base in Great Falls, Montana. Due to
the potential presence of asbestos
and lead-based paint, the homes
were stored on the Fort Belknap
Airstrip  until they could be
remediated and utilized as
residences. In 2020, US EPA
Brownfields funding provided a
Phase [l Environmental Site
Assessment and confirmed the
presence of asbestos, lead-based
paint, and PCB-containing light
ballasts in many of the homes. From
2020 to 2023, 27 of the 30 homes
were burned through acts of
vandalism, and piles of regulated
asbestos waste occupied the runway.

Fort Belknap Indian Community
Environmental Protection Department

656 Agency Main Street
Harlem, Montana 59526

OctobefiDecember, 2024

Cleanup
Actions

In 2024, the FBIC Environmental
Department used EPA Brownfields
128(a) BIL funding to hire contractors
for the abatement, demolition, and
removal of both the burned homes
and the three remaining standing
structures. EPA and DEQ-accredited
personnel carried out the work in
compliance with federal, state, and
tribal regulations. Water was applied
as an engineering control to suppress
dust during the demolition and
cleanup process. Over 315 tons of
regulated asbestos waste were
transported to the Hill County Landfill
near Havre, MT. All structures and
debris have been successfully cleared
from the Fort Belknap Airstrip.

Redevelopment
Plans

The Fort Belknap Airstrip and
"Runway Homes" site has been fully
cleaned, with no further
environmental remediation needed.
The property is now safe and ready
for redevelopment. The Fort Belknap
Indian Community (FBIC) plans to
repair the airstrip's surface to restore
its use as a functional runway. Once
operational, the airstrip will provide
critical access to emergency medical
flights, as well as facilitate the rapid
delivery of emergency personnel,
supplies, and relief efforts during
natural disasters and other crises. The
restored runway will help ensure
long-term connectivity, safety, and
self-sufficiency for the FBIC
community.

Ina L. Nez Perce

© 406-353-8429

inperce@ftbelknap.org
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Reclamation announces $9.2 million for Tribal
water projects and emergency drought relief

supported by the Investing in America agenda
Af f ai

Recl amati onds Nat.

vV e

Ameri can rs

technical assistance and drought mitigation for Tribes

Media Contact: Reclamation Office of Communicatiom@mmunications@usbr.goy Released: Oct 1, 2024

https://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/4978

WASHINGTON The Bureau of Reclamation today

announced a $9.2 million investment supported by =
l nvest

President Bi dends
support Tribal efforts to develop, manage and protect
water and related resources, and mitigate drought
impacts and the loss of Tribal trust resources. The
25 projects selected through the Native American

Affairs Technical Assistance Program, with funding

from the Inflation Reduction Act and annual appropri-
ations will benefit 18 federally recognized Tribes
across 11 western states.

ORecl amation is committe
tions to prepare for and respond to the impacts of
climate change acr os sBual

reau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille Calimlim Re¢

Touton 0The ©projects
prove water use efficiency and increase Tribal water
supplies by upgrading infrastructure and programs

and modernizing existing facilities. Reclamation is §

providing the resources necessary to ensure these
sovereign nations have the modern water infrastruc-
ture crucial to the health and economic vitality of
their communities. o

Projects will assess and repair a water treatment
plant and drinking water system, replace failing irriga-
tion system equipment and lower pump elevations
for river access, establish an osite training and test-
ing center for Tribal water system operators, and map
a reservation water utility system to aid future im-
provement, expansion, and enhancements.

Examples of the projects selected for federal funding
include:

1 Hopi Tribe (Arizona)d $397,476 to establish an
on-site training and testing center to provide spe-
cialized training, operator exams, and attainment
of Tribal Utility Management certifications. This
will alleviate the need for water system operators

Pageb

lamation is investing $9.2 million to support T’ribal efforts to devel-

Cincle Speakes

d

d, protect water and  related resour.ceT, Tnd miltigate

~ op, manage al
weor edrougﬁlt indacla andfhdoss of TRbdltrBstfesoundéd.

to travel for training.
Chickasaw Nation (Oklahoma)- $400,000 to de-
velop a project to protect and manage diminish-
ing groundwater supplies, accomplish community
water assessments, and devise a regional water
management plan to safeguard critical communi-
ty water supplies. The project is in partnership
with the Southern Oklahoma Water Corporation,
Arbuckle Master Conservancy District and the city
of Ardmore, Oklahoma.
Ute Mountain Ute (Colorado)d $278,434 to de-
sign the 1,000 acrefeet Red Arrow Regulating
Reservoir to help stabilize irrigation water supply.
The reservoir design will allow for banking water
during wet years and capturing the operational
spill at the end of the 39.9mile Towaoe Highline
Canal.
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe (California)d $400,000
to replace irrigation intake pumps and related
equi pment on the Tribeo:
River. The declining river level is impacting the
Tribebds ability to irri
(Continued on pager)
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Reclamation announces $9.2 million for Tribal water projects and emergency drought relief

supported by the Investing in America agenda
(Continued from pagé)

members depend on for income. Declining water to deliver water to the Reservoir were designed

level due to extended drought conditions necessi- and built in the late 1940's and are no longer
tates the revamping of pumping stations. Replac- functional. This severely limits the ability of the
ing the 1980s-era pumps and lowering their ele- Tribe to deliver its full share of irrigation water.
vation will improve the supply of irrigation water. Under this project, the Tribe proposes to rehabili-
{1 Ute Indian Tribe (Utah) 8 $400,000 to complete tate and modernize the Three Mile pump station

an assessment and repairs to its water system to enable restore its ability to pump water to the
treat ment plant to benef Reservoihe Tri besd drinking
ter system.

§ Fort Belknap Indian Community (Montana) 8 Vi ew a full [Tist of proje
Three Mile Reservoir Pump Station Rehabilitation Website: https://www.usbr.gov/native/docs/
Reclamation Funding: $398,389 The Fort Belk- FEYZ24TribalWaterProjectsList.pdf
nap Indian Irrigation Project consists of 10,435
acres of irrigated farmland. The Project receives Section 80004 of the Inflation Reduction Act appro-
water from Reclamation's Milk River Project_ Dur- priates $12.5 million for Reclamation to provide near
ing times of low flow in the Milk River, the crest of -term drought relief to Tribes that are impacted by the
the diversion dam on the Milk River near the operation of a bureau water project.
agency is not high enough to take the entire water
right of the Fort Belknap Indian Community by Recl amati onds Native American
gravity flow. Therefore, the Tribe stores water ing opportunities a_nd technical assistance _through cooperative

. . . . working relationships and partnerships with Tribes. To learn
when pOSSIb|.e n the_ Three Mile Rgservow. HOWeV- nore about these and other funding opportunities, visit
er, the pumping facilities and equipment needed www.usbr.gov/native

7

Northern Arapaho Tribe secures nearly ¢ ).
$9.2 million from federal government -&gygw
to improve wastewater infrastructure X "

Story by Press Release | May 15, 2024

https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/northern -arapahotribe-securesnearly9-2-million-from-
federalgovernmentto-improvewastewaterinfrastructure/ar-BB1msjh1?
ocid=socialshare&cvid=f4cf970c0cac417882fa5752e6bd11fc&ei=58

R

Ethete, Wyo. (Press Releasé)The Northern Arapaho 0 Wat er i s a precious T esc
Business Council announced it has been awarded a clean water and sanitation remains challenging for
nearly $9.2 million federal grant to fund improve- t oo many people |l iving ir
ments to Beaver Creek Lagoon, the wastewater sys-ern Arapaho Business Council said in a statement.
tem that serves the Beaver Creek housing develop-o We t hank our feder al par
ment and Wind River Hotel & Casino. tance, which will fund necessary wastewater improve-
ments for the Beaver Creek housing development
The grant is via the federal Indian Health Service and and Wind River Hotel & Casino, making a positive dif-
made possible by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, f er ence i n the | ives of t
which was signed by President Biden in November
2021. The legislation includes funding to improve Last month, the NABC welcomed IHS Director Rose-
wastewater systems, sanitation and access to drink- lyn Tso as she toured Wind River Family@@mmunity
ing water for Native communities, such as the Wind Health Care.
River Reservation. (Continued on page8)
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Northern Arapaho Tribe secures nearly $9.2 million from federal government to improve

wastewater infrastructure
(Continued from pag€’)

In September 2023, Director Jola WallowingBull of about Northern Arapaho water and wastewater sys-
the Northern Arapaho Tribal Engineering Departmentt e ms t hat are ounderfunde
testified before an influential U.S. Senate panel t y . 6

USDA and Fort Belknap Indian Community Partner
to Support Working Lands Conservation

Contact: FPAC Press DedkPAC.BC.Press@usda.gp\July 16, 2024
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/newsevents/news/07 -16-2024/usda -fort-belknap-indian-communitypartner-supportworkinglands

The Fort Belknap Indian Community in Montana is lands program, which protects grassland while main-
partnering with the U.S. Department of Agriculture taining the areas as grazing lands. The program em-
(USDA) to help conserve, maintain and improve phasizes support for grazing operations, plant and
grassland productivity, reduce soil erosion and en- animal biodiversity, and eligible land containing
hance wildlife habitat through the Conservation Re- shrubs and forbs under the greatest threat of conver-
serve Enhancement Program (CREP). The Fort Belksion. CRP participants maintain permanent, resource
nap Indian Community is entering into a CREP agree-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses
ment with USDAGO6s Farm Senvi derAdhge nckyn owmmS Aa)s t ®c ewne |
eligible grassland, pastureland, and other agricultural improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat.
lands within the boundaries of the reservation, as
well as on other eligible land owned by Tribe mem-The Fort Belknap Indian Community CREP is the
bers. fourth such partnership between USDA and a Native
American Tribal Natiofithe Cheyenne River, Oglala,
0OThis partnership with tdnéRoBebudtSiouB &ilbek Ideaame thenfidst tlarae toC
munity represents a significant milestone for both do so in late 2022 and early 2023.
USDA and our efforts to strengthen working land con-
servation, while also underscoring the vital contribu- How to Participate
tion Native communities make to our countryds ag

culture and conservatio F\'hrofgp_lfhé) okt BelkRap 15dRah Eomnlfny EFER,T
Wicks, FSA State Executi YapneDighdhidrst &hfl agficBitural ¥Bduderd Jofun-
a clear reflection of our dedication to broaden the (ary enter into contracts with the federal govern-
scope and reach of our voluntary, incentieased —ment for 10-to-15-years, agreeing to maintain an ex-
conservation programs and engage Tribal communi- siing vegetative cover of permanent grasses and leg-
ties. 1tds critical thatynad 98d ddhhg the' rif to Cordi& Bomthéht
serve Enhancement Program are not just available grazing practices and operations related to the pro-.

but also accessible to alglcioftd forhge &nbi delding In refurf, BEAbRided

: , participants with rental payments, and costhare as-
This CREP agreement authorizes the Fort Belknapgsiance for, among other things, establishing perma-

Indian Community to enroll up to 625,000 acres. Un- nant fencing and livestock watering facilities needed

der CREP, higpriority conservation goals are identi- 4 g pnort livestock grazing, along with other conser-
fied by the partner, and then federal funds are sup- \ation measures.

plemented with nonfederal funds to achieve those

goals. FSA will open enroliment in the coming weeks. oy Tribal lands, either owned by the Tribe or owned

by a member of the Tribe, are eligible for this project.

CREP is part of the Conservation Reserve Programr, jeam more and determine eligibility, contact FSA
(CRP). The Fort Belknap Indian Community CRER; your local USDA Service Center.

agreement is modeled after grassland CRP, a working
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Fort Belknap Indian CommunifyEnvironmental Protection Department

Brownfields/Tribal Response Program

2024'Public Record

Lodge Pole
Community Hall

Fort Belknap Agen
Airstrip Homes
ORunway

Peoples Creek
Dipping Vat

SITE NAME Old Agency Landfilf Old Agency Dump

What Type of
Response Action
was Taken?

ESA Final Report  ESA Final Report
1 Dec 20@BPhase Il § Targeted Brownfie
ESA Final Report ~ Assessment (TBA)

Final Report (inclu  ESA Final Report
further sampling a« § April 20®FBIC
ities) Brownfields receiv

DNRC Planning gr

ducting further as-

Agency Dump.

9 2rdPhase Il ESA
Scheduled for Sun
mer/Fall 2020 posi
poned due to COV
19 concerns.

9 April/May 202 Pnd
Phase Il ESA con-

1 November 2021
Phase Il Report of

1 June 202Fort Belk
nap Indian Commt
ty USEPA Brownfii
Cleanup Project W
Plan Submitted& a
proved.

9 October 2043ort
Belknap QAPP wa
signed & approvec

OctobefiDecember, 2024

Building

(Lead and Asbestc
survey included)

1 Sept 20GBPhase Il 1 March 20@Phase 1 Dec 200¥ Final
Phase Il ESA Repi
1 April 20@8Phase |l

Type of Site Abandoned Landfi Abandoned Landfi Ao 5y Former\(/:;ttle RUEE

9 Aug 20G2Phase | 9 Sept 20@BPhase |  Jan 200Y Final Re-  Sept 20X®Final
port Phase | ESA

Abandoned Home:s

9 November 2020

ReporPhase | ESA  Phase Il ESA com-

complete.
1 Mar 3, 2080EPA

pleted on Runway
Homes.

Site Eligibility form  May 2024 Work-

complete and ap-
proved.

plan on Runway
Homes Approved.

Report completed T June 20B.QAPP/ 1 May 2024Commu-

a State of Montanz T Oct 2008 Cleanup

Field Sampling Ple

Process implemen completed.

activities & post sa
sessment of conta  pling completed

nation of the Old  q April 20%Final

Report

to be utilized in cor  Dec 201®Cleanup 1 Aug 16, 208Phast

nity Relations Plar
for Runway Home:s
Approved.

Il ESA field sampli § June 2024 Final

event completed.
1 Jan 201-2BA

ABCA for Runway
Homes Approved.

Phase Il ESA Fina § June 2024Commu-

Report.
9 June 2015
Programmatic Que

nity Meeting held on
Runway Homes
cleanup.

Assurance Project  July 2024 SAP for

Plan (QAPP), Sarr
pling and Analysis

Runway Homes Ap-
proved.

Plan (SAP), and C { August 2034Clean-

Cleanup of arsenic
contaminated soils

AANINK & NAKORA ENRONMENTAINNEWSIETTER

ducted. rectible Action Plai  up completed on31
9 September 2@22d (CAP) completed ¢ Runway Homes.

Phase Il ESA com approved. 1 October 2024

pleted. 9 Oct 12, 2085 Cleanup Reporting|

on Runway Home:
project was complit-

Findings Complete and confirmations  ed.
1 November 202hal pling.

ysis of Brownfields 9 Dec 29, 2085

Cleanup Alternativ Cleanup Verificatic

for Old Agency dul Report.

was completed.
9 August 20822

Cleanup Grant se-

cured.

(Continued on pagel0)
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2024 Brownfields Public Record

(Continued from pag®)

Fort Belknap Agen
Airstrip Homes
ORunway

: Lodge Pole Peoples Creek
SITE NAME Old Agency Landfil Old Agency Dump Community Hall Dipping Vat
What Type of 9 January 2024Com:-
Response Action munity Relations F
was Taken? developed; Approv
March 2024.
1 March 2024ABCA
developed & Ap-
proved for Old Age
Dump site.
1 April 2024 Public
Meeting for Old Ac
cy Dump held at F
Belknap Agency
04/23/24.
9 October 202L]ear
ance SAP for Old
Agency Dump Ap-
proved.

No Action Planned a Renovation for et 200rClzenu 6lf UGSt 20T -
Date Action is Plann this time 20252026 community hall soils and confirmatio up of 33Runway
' y sampling completed. Homes

INETQCXo NN [EI-18l Fort Belknap Fort Belknap Fort Belknap Indian Fort Belknap Indian Fort Belknap Indiar
Time of Cleanp Indian Community  Indian Community Community Community Community

Fort Belknap Agency Fort Belknap Agency Fort Belknap Agency Fort Belknap Agency Fort Belknap Agency
656 Agency Main St 656 Agency Main St 656 Agency Main St 656 Agency Main St 656 Agency Main St.
Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526

Latitude/Lonaitude N48.48283° N48.47454 N48.20606 N48.155270 8°29'05"N 108°
g W108.77421 W108.78374 W108.3197%0 W108.302386 46'47"W
(WL INDITetgToli{os B T32N, R23E, SEC3z T31N, R23E, SEC6 T26N, R25E, SEC8 T29N, R25E, SEC 21 T31N R23E SEC3Z

Are Institutional YeslLead Based Pair
Controls (IC) Neede@ €55 Yes Dust exceed cleanuj Yes Yes

Owner Address, Ci
State, Zip

at Site? levels

Are ICsin Place? RS Yes Yes Yes Yes

Type of 1 Aug 2008ignage 9 Aug 2008ignage 1 Building locked an § Nov 2013-encing 1 A notice was sent out

Institutional posted posted signage posted de completed and Sig to the public to not

Control (IC) 1 Sept 200%ribal Re: f Sept 200¥ribal Re:  scribing environme age placed atsite. dr i ve fAMot o
olutiomotification  olutiomotification  tal concerns. hicleso on
requiring further s¢ requiring further sz 9 Final Report provic 1 Site is open for FBIC
pling or soil remov  pling or soil remov.  to Transportation/ programs to use.
before future use ¢ before future use ¢ Planning. 9 Signage needs to e
site site purchased/posted to

deter motorized ve hi-
cles & illegal dumping

on site.
Summarize DDD, DDE, DDT, DDE, DDT, DEHP, Lead Based Paint dt Arsenic in soils Lead Based Paint,
Nature of - Specific areas of a P CB 6 S remains. Asbestos Asbestos, PCBs, Mer-
Contamination fill. Sampling in 200€ abated, DPH, EPH cury Switché&sAbat-
at Site confirmed site does (diesel derivatives) ed & Properly Dis-
warrant cleanup. cleaned up. posed of in Certified
Landfill.

Site Size in Acres [N 10 acres <5 <2 acres <5 acres

(Continued on pagell)
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Old Lodge Pole Old Agency
SITE NAME Snake Butte Rock Qua Elementary School Old Sacred Heart Churg Water Treatment Plan

Abandoned Water Treatment
Facility

Type of Site Rock Quarry Site Abandoned School Abandoned Historic Buil

VL ERRY JHOMREReaEl 9 August 20@6Phase | T July 2019 TBA submitt § July 2019 TBA submitt I July 2019 TBA submitted
Action was Taken? ESA conducted to EPA Region 8to col to EPA Region 8to col to EPA Region 8 to con-

9 Dec 2008Phase Il ES£ duct ESA. duct ESA. duct ESA.
Report (Brownfields A< 1 December 181, 2019, 9 December 134, 2019, 9 December 134, 2019,
sessment Project) Weston Solutions, Inc.  Weston Solutions, Inc.  Weston Solutions, Inc.,

9 June 28, 20865TART EPA Contractors, conc  EPA Contractors, conc  EPA Contractors, concluct
Contractor conducted  Phase Il ESA. Phase Il ESA. Phase Il ESA.
Phase Il ESA Samplin¢  March 2020Phase Il  § March 2020Phase Il  § March 2020Phase Il

1 August 22, 286 ESA Completed. ESA Completed. ESA Completed.

received Draft Phase Il 1 November 202halysis § November 202halysis f November 202halysis

ESAI Snake Butte Que of Brownfields Cleanuy of Brownfields Cleanuy of Brownfields Cleanup

report for review/comn  Alternatives (ABCA) fo  Alternatives (ABCA) fo  Alternatives (ABCA) far
1 August 30, 208 6opy Old LP elementary sct  Sacred Heart Church v Old Agency Water Treat-

provided to Brownfield: was completed. completed. ment plant was comple:ted.
Environmental Technic § August 2082Xleanup  August 2082Cleanup 9 August 2022Cleanup
& Environmental Comy  Grant secured. Grant secured. Grant secured.
ance Officer. 9 June 202Fort Belknap 1 June 2023F-ort Belknap I June 2023-ort Belknap
9 No additional assessm Indian Community USE Indian Community USE  Indian Community USIZPA
is recommended. Brownfields Cleanup F Brownfields Cleanup F  Brownfields Cleanup F'ro-
ject Work Plan Submiti  ject Work Plan Submiti  ject Work plan was Sub-
& Approved. & Approved. mitted & Approved.

9 October 202%ort Belk- § October 20Zort Belk-  August 2028Vater Trect-
nap QAPP signed; Ap- nap QAPP was signed ment site inspection was
proved. approved. done.

9 January 202&£ommuni § January 202422ommuni J October 20Zort Belk-
ty Relations Plan deve ty Relations Plan deve nap QAPP signed & ap-
oped; Approved Marct  oped; Approved March proved.

2024. 2024. 1 January 2024Communi-

9 July 2024 Final ABCA 9 March 2024ABCA deve ty Relations Plan devel-
for Lodge Pole Elemer oped & approved for S  oped; Approved Marct
School completed & A| cred Heart Catholic 2024.
proved. Church. 9 March 2024ABCA deve:l-

1 November 2028and  q April 2024Precleanup  oped & approved for Wa-
Revitalization Technic: Public Meeting held foi  ter Treatment Plant.
Assistance (LRTA) Wc  Sacred Heart Catholic § April 2024Precleanup

shop in Lodge Pole, M Church 04/23/24. Public Meeting held for

11/10/24. 9 June 2024 THPO site ~ Water Treatment Plant
9 Clearance SARVaiting visit to Sacred Heart 04/23/24.

for new EPA Project O Church site. 9 October 202&€Iearance:

ficer to be assigned.  § Clearance SARvaiting  SAP for Water Treatm=2nt
for new EPA Project O Plant Approved.
ficer to be assigned.

Spring 2087Signage &

Date Action is Planned . : 20222025 20232025 20232025

fencing at site.
INEI R RO ETaEimInlEY Fort Belknap Indian Comnr Fort Belknap Fort Belknap Fort Belknap Indian Conmimu-
Clearup nity Indian Community Indian Community nity

Fort Belknap Agency Fort Belknap Agency Fort Belknap Agency Fort Belknap Agency
656 Agency Main St. 656 Agency Main St. 656 Agency Main St. 656 Agency Main St.
Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526

Latitude/ N48.23445 N 48.48428 N48.4488 N48.48428
Longitude W108.50179 W108.7722 W108.65863 W108.7722

(Continued on pagel?2)

Owner Address, City,
State, Zip
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Old Lodge Pole Old Agency
SITE NAME Snake Butte Rock Qua Elementary School Old Sacred Heart Churg Water Treatment Plan

Legal Description T31N, R22E, SEC 35 T26N, R25E, Sec 5 T31N, R24E, Sec 18 T32N, R23E, Sec 32

Are Institutional Controls
(IC) Needed at Site? Ve VES ves Yes
Are ICs in Place? No Yes Yes No

Type of { SignageSpring #1

1 Building is locked up. 1 Building boarded up. 1 Building was not locke
Institutional (Alternate DW) & Sprin up/secured.
Control (IC) #2 & #3 (Toluene Pres I August 202uilding was
ence). locked up & secured.
1 Fencingpring #1 (Spril
Box); Springs #2 & #3
(Perimeter); and @nnel:
(Remove Access).

Summarize Springs #2 & #3 indicate Lodge Pole Elementary Sacred Heart Catholic  Agency Water Treatment
Nature of levels of toluene, but due School was built in 1957 Church was built in 1931 Plant was built in 1973.
Contamination no human contact, pathw ACM Shop, Residence, ACMn Boiler Jacketin ACMn Dry Wall Compotnd,
at Site is incomplete. Spring #1 North Addition, School C Basement. in ceiling, walls throughout
indicates no exceedance Section Exterior, School LBPon exterior door fran building, seam tape in north
above EPA Regional Scr Section Interior, School ' door jam, window frame. addition.

ing Level (RSL). No cont Section. Guano PCRBContaining Ballasts

nation of surface soils or LBP- Shop Interior, Shop Guane> 1 foot in interior

waste rock soil piles.

Exterior,

School Residence Interic
School Residence Exteri
School Old Section.
Lead in SoiisAround Sho

throughout building.
Petroleum Hydrocarbons: &
Unknown Chemicads

drums diallyl dimethylammo-
nium chloridedtum corro-

and Residences.
PCRBContaining Ballasts

sive liquid coagulantirdm
unknown contents, labelzd
School Old Section, Schi i mi x u pdaum overn d 1
New Section. packed (inside and outsile
Mercury Thermostat Swi facility).

esi Maintenance Garage

and School Old Section.

Mold' School Old Sectior

Guana School Old Sectii

Petroleum Hydrocarbons

Unknown ChemicaBev-

eral containers in Mainte

nance Garage.

Site Size in Acres <800 acres

8.750 acres 10 acres <5 acres

~

i

-

R

s

Fort Belknap Environmental
Protection Department

On behalf of the Fort Belknap Environmente
Protection Department,
CONGRATULATION®O THE
WINNERS OF OUR
THANKSGIVING BASKET
RAFFLES!!
Carol Krominga won the Turkey Baske
and Mel Adams won the Ham Basket.

We appreciate all your support and
contributions towards our fundraisers.

- Shank You
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Biden -Harris Administration Issues Final Rule
Requiring Replacement of Lead Pipes Within 10
Years, Announces Funding to Provide Clean Water

to Schools and Homes

EPA announces new final regulations and $2.6 Billion under the BidenHarris

Admini strationdos |

nvest.i

ng i n Ameri ca

Contact Information EPA Press Officepfess@epa.goy | October 8, 2024
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/bidenharris-administrationdissuesfinal-rulerequiringreplacementlead-pipeswithin

WASHINGTON Today, October 8, the Bidehlarris
Administration issued a final rule requiring drinking

water systems across the country to identify and re-

toric commitment to advancing environmental jus-
tice.

place lead pipes within 10 years. The Lead and Cop-The Lead and Copper Rule Improvements establish
per Rule Improvements (LCRI) also require more rig-achievable, commorsense practices which have

orous testing of drinking water and a lower threshold
requiring communities to take action to protect peo-
ple from lead exposure in water. In addition, the final
rule improves communication within communities so
that families are better informed about the risk of
lead in drinking water, the location of lead pipes, and
plans for replacing them. This final rule is part of the
Presidentds commitment

t payingdopal j@abs ie thegpro®essy

been implemented by several states and cities. The
public health and economic benefits of the final rule
are estimated to be up to 13 times greater than the
costs, and together with new funding announced to-
day under BideaHar ri s Admi ni str a
Infrastructure Law, water systems will be able to ac-
celerate removal of lead pipes and create goed
|l ead pipe

the country within a decade, making sure that all
communities can turn on the tap and drink clean wa-
ter.

OWedve known for decades
serious longt er m i mpacts for ch
yet, millions of lead service lines are still delivering
Alongside the Lead and Copper Rule Improvements,d r i n ki ng wa tsadrEPA Admihistratog Mli; 0
EPA is announcing $2.6 billion in newly available chael S. Regan O Pr esi dent Bi den
drinking water infrastructure funding through the Bi- this generational public health problem. With the
partisan Infrastructure Law. This funding will flow Lead and Copper Rule Improvements and historic in-
through the drinking water state revolving funds vestments in lead pipe replacement, the BideHlarris
(DWSRFs) and is available to support lead pipe re-Administration is fulfilling its commitment that no
placement and inventory projects. Additionally, 49% community, regardless of race, geography, or wealth,
of the funding must be provided to disadvantaged should have to worry about leagontaminated water
communities as grant funding or principal for- i n t heir homes. 06
giveness that does not have to be repaid. EPA is also
announcing the availability of $35 million in competi- 0 Ther e 1is no higher pri ot
tive grant funding for reducing lead in drinking water. nouncement advances the safety of drinking water all
Communities are invited to apply directly for grant acr os s t h said Miwaukde iMayoroCavalier
funding through this program. Additional federal Johnson OWe are making prog
funding is available to support lead pipe replacement ships. And | am so pleased President Joe Biden and
projects and EPA has developed a website identifyingthe Environmental Protection Agency are working
available funding sources. with local governments to speed the replacement of

| ead pipes that carry dri
EPA estimates that up to 9 million homes are served
through legacy lead pipes across the country, manyo The EPAds new | ead rul e
of which are in loweincome communities and com- massive public health disaster of leagontaminated
munities of color, creating disproportionate lead ex- tap water that has affected generations of our chil-
posure burden for these families. Eliminating lead dren. Every person has a right to safe and affordable
exposure from the air people breathe, the water peo- drinking water, no matter their race, income, or zip
ple drink, and the homes people live in is a crucial ¢ o d esaidb Manish Bapna, president and CEO of

component of the BidesHar ri s Admini strationds his- (Continued on pagel4)
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Biden-Harris Administration Issues Final Rule Requiring Replacement of Lead Pipes Within 10

Years, Announces Funding to Provide Clean Water to Schools and Homes
(Continued from pagel3)

NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council) 0 NR D Q] Denver Water has accelerated its efforts

has had the privilege of working with residents of through $76 million from the Bipartisan Infra-
Flint, Newark, Chicago and beyond to help secure this structure Law, allowing the city to be on track
meaningful rule and stop the flow of toxic lead from to replace all lead pipes within a decade.

the tap into water glasses in homes across the na-

tion. o The Lead and Copper Rule Improvements will help

protect millions of Americans from exposure to lead
OA game <changer for ki dsn dénkindg wateo. lEPAI estiatese that on Eaemyes
finalized lead and copper rule improvements will en- every year after the LCRI is issued it will:
sure that we will never again see the preventable
tragedy of a city, or a child, poisoned by their lead  q protect up to 900,000 infants from having low
p i p sad,Mdna Hanna, Flint, Michigan pediatrician birthweight.
and Associate Dean for Public Health at Michigan 1 prevent AttentionDeficit Hyperactivity Disor-
State University College of Human Medicine 0 | C O Mger (ADHD) in up to 2,600 children.
mend the BiderHarris administration for their stead- 1 reduce up to 1,500 cases of premature death
fast efforts to finally update this ancient rule, and | from heart disease.

am thrilled that this rule proactively centers our chil- )
dren and their potenti al TLrlgreventht(?Zé)OOOOIQ\BomtsIostlnchlI

The science is clear: Lead is a potent neurotoxin and
there is no safe level of lead exposure, particularly for
children. In children, lead can severely harm mental
and physical development, slow down learning, and
irreversibly damage the brain. In adults, lead can
cause increased blood pressure, heart disease, de-
creased kidney function, and cancer. If someone is
impacted by lead exposure, there is no known anti-
dote, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. The Lead and Copper Rule Improve-
ments strengthen nationwide requirements to protect
children and adults from these significant and irre-
versible health effects from lead in drinking water.

Investments in identifying lead pipes, planning for
their removal, and replacing them will create jobs in
local communities while strengthening the founda-
tion of safe drinking water that supports economic
opportunity.

For more information about the final rule, including a
prespublication version of the federal register notice
and fact sheets, visit the rule webpage.

Background
EPA is taking a comprehensive approach to getting
the lead out, including:

Communities across the country have already begun

to tackle lead pipes. T Regul atory Framewor k:

Copper Rule Improvements follow the science
and EPAG6s authority u

1 Millw;aukee Water Works is on trlack to é‘leplacg Water @ﬁ 0 stren then r%(g# tary reqtuwe-
a i rf € mall n2(|)22 gl eMaI kp 1P €S mefits to ddbirfss Iéa ifi dri g%\/\%t%r n
year timetrame. in alone, Miwaukee 1 Funding: The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

received approximately $30 million in Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law funding to replace
3,400 lead service lines.

1 The Detroit Water and Sewerage Department
has received $90 million from the Administra-
tion and will replace more than 8,000 lead
service lines this year, putting the city on track
to replace all lead pipes in 10 years.

provides $50 billion to support upgrades to
the nationds drinking
infrastructure. This includes $15 billion over
five years dedicated to lead service line re-
placement and $11.7 billion of general Drink-
ing Water State Revolving Funds that can also
be used for lead service line replacement.
There are a number of additional pathways for

T The Erie, Pennsylvania Water Works has re- systems to receive financial support for lead
ceived $49 million from EPA to enable the city service line replacement. These include bil-
to replace all lead pipes within 5 years instead
of 25 years. (Continued on pagel5)
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Biden-Harris Administration Issues Final Rule Requiring Replacement of Lead Pipes Within 10

Years, Announces Funding to Provide Clean Water to Schools and Homes
(Continued from pagel4)

lions available as low to no-cost financing dened by pollution.

through annual funding provided through the f Technical Assi stance:

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) assistance (WaterTA), including the LSLR Ac-
program and lowcost financing from the Wa- celerators and the Get the Lead Out Initiative,

ter Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act helps communities identify lead services lines,

(WIFIA) program. Funding may also be availa- develop replacement plans, and apply for

ble from other federal agencies, state, and funding, including DWSRF funding, to get the
local governments. These efforts also advance lead out.

the BidenHar ri s Admini str atqi Pracicsl Impleméntatiof PoblS) Through train-

Initiative, which sets the goal that 40% of the ing, tools, webinars, and case studies, EPA
overall benefits of certain Federal investments provides support to drinking water systems to

flow to disadvantaged communities that are reduce lead exposure.

marginalized by underinvestment and overbur-

Secretary Haaland Delivers Remarks
on Historic Progress in Indian Country
During the 2024 White House

Tribal Nations Summit

Contact:Interior_Press@ios.doi.goy 12/09/2024
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretarvhaaland-deliversremarks-historic-progressindian-country
during2024 -white

WASHINGTON Secretary of the Interior Deb Haa- Remarks as prepared for delivery are below:

land today delivered opening remarks during the

BidenHar r i s admi ni str at i on &reetingsoTubalt Iéader§Vrelddrse continunitys mem-

Tribal Nations Summit at the Department of the Inte- bers, friends, and colleaguesd and happy White

rior. Secretary Haaland highlighted the enduring pro- House Tribal Nations Summit!

gress that has been accomplished on behalf of and

in partnership with Indigenous Peoples, from trans- Thank you so much to the Native American Women

formational investments in Indian Country made pos- Warriors Color Guard for the beautiful presentation of

sible by President Bi de n dobrs. IThmakeysutto thegWarpaint Brumeners cutof ¢

da to historic progress to empower Tribal sovereignty, North Carolina for the songs and for guiding us

self-determination and prosperity. through this day. And thank you for that opening pray-
er , Davi d. | m so honored

The White House Tribal Nations Summit,-rdtiated f or t odaydés event.

by President Biden in 2021, provides an opportunity

for the Administration and Tribal leaders from the Early on in my tenure as secretar§ when this build-

574 federally recognized Tribes to discuss ways the ing was unfamiliar and the road ahead packed fud |

federal government can invest in and strengthen na- knew one thing for sure: that while my role as secre-

tion-to-nation relationships as well as ensure that tary was new, my intentions for Indian Country were

progress in Indian Country endures for years to come. not.

Speeches and panel discussions will be ongoing | knew that it was my jobd our job & to achieve en-

throughout today. A | i v edsring peogress far bur pedple witk theytilhe we everee 1
can be viewed at the | ntgveni or Departmentds YouTu
page. (Continued on pagel6)
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Secretary Haaland Delivers Remarks on Historic Progress in Indian Country During the 2024 White

House Tribal Nations Summit
(Continued from pagel5)

January marks the 50th anniversary of the Indian Self and strategic actions through boarding school poli-
-Determination and Education Assistance Add a cies to isolate children from their families and steal
seminal law that gave Tribes the right to administer from them the languages, cultures, and traditions
and oversee the implementation of their own federal that are foundational to Native people.
programs.

It created The Road to Healing, a X2ommunity jour-
50 years of asserting that Tribes have the right to ney for Assistant Secretary Bryan Newland, for our
make decisions about the welbeing of our own peo- dedicated colleagues, and for me. Our visits to Indige-
ple. It gave us the power to chart much of our own nous communities gave survivors and descendants
course and to decide how our people could best opportunities to share their boarding school experi-
thrive after generations of relocation, termination, ences and the aftermath those schools left behind.
boarding schools, underfunding, and neglect.

It also led to the creation of our oral history project.
That Act was written i nt 8o nmanyrof yowspoke brayebysandl fathviphod dutng
after the federal government was swayed to action by The Road to Healing about the horrors you endured,
gamechangers whose indisputable and unflinching or the trauma that was passed down over genera-
activism spoke, clear and loud and unified: We are tions. Those stories must continue to be told.
still here.

That s why, with support
Well, my friends and family a half-century later, we ment for the Humanities and Mellon Foundation, we
are still here, charting our own course. And together, engaged the National Native American Boarding
with the BidenHarris administration, we have made School Healing Coalition to help create an oral collec-
extraordinary accomplishments for Indian Countd tion of firstperson narratives from boarding school
progress that would make our trailblazing ancestors survivors.

proud.

Today, | am so proud to announce new agreements
Transitions are disruptive, regardless of how we b et ween t he Department, t
mi ght f eel about one | e a daseumof Amaricam Hibt@y, and thehlaS. bilsarytof
Tri bal council s, and it 0 €ondrasautteat will pres®ze shbse suryivoo stories &kd

know what the future may hold, but what | want to experiences and share them through faeaching re-
focus on today is the enduring progress we have sources, such as online, and both traveling and long
made 0 progress that, no matter what, cannot be tak- term exhibitions.

en away, as long as we continue to press our voice

and our action forward. That is enduring progress.

Wedre going to talk a | Andbetaase afyhis wdikpand because of us,aPresi-g
caused by federal Indian boarding school policies, dent Biden formally apologized for this brutality. He
and 0 in spite of the trauma this brings up for so stood on Tribal land, he listened to our songs, and he
many of us inthisroomd1 woul dndt h a foeored tis wiahrhig woods. h e r
way.

As we heal from our past, we have worked to change
| launched the Federal Indian Boarding School Initia- the way the federal government engages with Indian
tive in my first f ew mo fArbéssThait includes dnlanced. invalvemernit it rexddt
then where it would lead us, but | knew that its pur- management decisions.
pose was long overdue.

Over the past four years, our Administration has
Over the past three years, this Initiative has shed made costewardship of our lands and waters a top
Il i ght on this horrific epriarity.oWhileotherconoeattis moh riew, the iBgldno |
also led to our twapart investigative report, which Harris administration is the first to make it a strategic
found that the federal government took deliberate (Continued on pagel7)
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Secretary Haaland Delivers Remarks on Historic Progress in Indian Country During the 2024 White

House Tribal Nations Summit
(Continued from pagel6)

priority for the health of our ecosystems and the du- an historic 2.5 billion dollars through the Indian Wa-
rability of Tribal sovereignty. ter Rights Settlement Completion Fund.

Today, our Department is publishing our third Tribal This work has never been more important, and today
co-stewardship annual report, which outlines the de- | am excited to announce a nearly 6Hillion-dollar

tails of 69 new agreements from this year alone. investment that will help fund nine different settle-
ments. This marks our final Indian water rights settle-

Youdl I hear me tal k mor emeatalocation d neansig aumtearm has exhaudted r

panel |, but hereds t he n uewdoydast dollar pvoeided to us tom theldve.r s c o r

Between the Interior, Agriculture and Commerce De-
partments, our Administration has entered into 400 That is enduring progress.
costewardship agreements with Tribes that span
across our entire country. Our expansive investments in Indian Countéyto the
tune of 45 billion dollarsd will undeniably build a bet-
Since time immemorial, ancestral homelands have ter future that our kids and grandkids will inherit.
been central to the social, cultural, spiritual, mental
and physical wellbeing of Indigenous peoples. But to build a better future for Indigenous peoples,
we candot only rely on the
Through this unprecedented number of eo job. We need to expand access to capital for Tribes to
stewardship agreements, the Bide#larris admin- invest in their people, and on their terms.
istration demonstrates our commitment to
acknowledge and empower Tribes as partners in the We have talked in previous summits about access to
management of our nat i on dapitall Vith ds like thel Buyvladiae Acts our DEfar- s
agreements have become foundational to our work. ment has had an outsized impact on improving the
funding that Tribes and Native business leaders re-
Add to that, the Triballyed conservation efforts that ceive. This past year alone, Interior awarded over 1.4
we followed through on and that President Biden sup- billion in contracts to Indiarowned and controlled
ported, l'i ke Avi Kwa A mbusinesse3d up fiomjjust BW midion jind-iscdl ¥dara h
Kukveni Ancestral Footprints of the Grand Canyon 2019.
National Monuments.
Now, itds time to raise t
That is enduring progress.
In partnership with Native Americans in Philanthropy
Wedve also made qui ck wandhurcolleagudsetthe Dapartments of Gommerae,r
funding from President B Trehsuny, BAgriculture v tlee sSStnall B gsinessnAdministear
agenda to projects that support Tribes and their ac- tion, and the Office of the Comptroller of the Curren-
cess to critical resources. One area that | am deeply cy, today we applaud the launch of the Tribal Commu-
proud of is our effort to fulfill settlements of Indian nity Vision Partnership.
water rights claims, longpromised water resources to
Tribes that depend on them for resilience and long Over the next seven years, the Vision Partnership will
term planning. raise and deploy 1.2 billion dollars in impact for Tribal
communitiesd a historic effort that will support priori-
For those of you who have engaged in these settle-ties like community development, new clean energy
ment negotiations, you know they are long overdue. opportunities, and support for Native small business-
But even after the arduous process of negotiation, es.
many Tribes have waited several more years to find
financial resolution. Now more than ever, these types of partnerships and
allyship will be needed. By working together with part-
Thanks to President Bi d e netssn thigiplplanthropicsaadnprivhte $ectaa, 4 know ¢
Law, our Department was tasked with implementing (Continued on pagel8)
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Secretary Haaland Delivers Remarks on Historic Progress in Indian Country During the 2024 White

House Tribal Nations Summit
(Continued from pagel7)

we can support the advancements that have been And because our people spoke up, stayed engaged,
made over the last four years to support Tribes' self and remained unwilling to accept the status quo, we
determination and their right to govern and grow on are here and finishing up a monumental Administra-
their own terms. tion where Indian Tribes had a true seat at the table.

That is enduring progress. Everything that we accomplished was real and tangi-
ble. A transition was inevitable and even though
If you take nothing else from my remarks today, let some of the future seems uncertain at this poin®

me say again: the Bide#darris administration has one thing is certain: wed
ushered in a level of enduring progress that no one
can take away. But itds on each of wus to

refuse to let anyone threaten the enduring progress
This is my last year to address this audience as Sec-we have worked so hard to accomplish.
retary of the Interior, and | want you to know that | Like our ancestors who made previously unimagina-
leave here inspired. | leave empowered by all that we ble feats possible, we must never back down.
have accomplished together.
Sod to my friends and family from far and wide here
When | was a young kié moving from city to city and today and onlined thank you for joining in what has
coast to coast with my foeemihé mostfinorediblenjpurney sodmyslife. imidiani 1
career d our people were demanding something sim- Country is better because of each of you.
ple: a seat at the table; a voice in the decisions that
affected us; our seHdetermination. D a wa a dhank you all so much for welcoming me
here today.

Joint Statement on
Strengthen Tri bal
Public Lands Management

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/JointStatementon-NCAds-Resolutionto-StrengthenTribak
Engagemeniin-BL Ms-Publicl andsManagement.html?soid=1140041865539&aid=hpavArL olpU

December 13, 2024 i The National Congress of land stewardship by placing conservation on an equal
American Indians (NCAI), the oldest and largest na-footing with other uses such as resource develop-
tional organization of American Indian and Alaska ment and recreation. This landmark rule integrates
Native tribal governments, formally adopted Resolu- Indigenous Knowledge and emphasizes €0
tion L\f24-005, titled Enhancing Tribal Engagement stewardship opportunities, paving the way for more
and CoStewardship in Bureau of Land Management inclusive management practices that recognize the
(BLM)Practices at their 2024 Annual Convention and unique expertise and historical connection of Tribal
Tradeshow in Las Vegas, Nevada. This significant resNations to their ancestral lands.
olution underscores the collective voices of Tribal Na-
tions advocating for the effective implementation of Key Provi si ons of NCAI &8s
BLM's Final Public Lands Rule, ensuring that conser-
vation practices align with the priorities and cultural § Active Tribal Cdanagement:The resolution calls
values of Tribes across the country. for enhanced tribal participation, urging the BLM
to implement the rule with strengthened co
The Bureau of Land Manage maragedent cdminitnidnts. TribanNatlons Bhoudd-
lic Lands Rule, announced in April 2024, clarifies (Continued on pageL9)
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Joint Statement on NCAI ds Resolution to Strengthe

Management
(Continued from pagel8)

be regarded as active partners, ensuring that pub- missions emphasizing the necessity of e€o
lic lands management benefits future generations stewardship provisions that empower tribes and pri-
of Native people and safeguards vital cultural and oritize their role in public land governance

ecological sites.

T Incorporation of Indigenous Knowledge:NCAI Quotes from Tribal Leaders:
stresses the need for BLM to develop clear guide-

lines for integrating Indigenous Knowledge into NCA| President Mark Macarrs t at e d | OTh e
land management, maintaining respect for cultur- ¢ NCAI & s Resolution rep
al heritage and proprietary information under the strengthening the role of Tribal Nations in public land
principles of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent management. With the Bureau of Land Manage-
(FPIC). ment s Final Public Land
1 Areas of Critical Environmental Conceriihe reso-  opportunity to ensure that conservation efforts reflect
lution emphasizes direct Tribal involvement in the wisdom and know|edge inherent in our communi-
managing Areas of Critical Environmental Concern ties. This resolution reaffirms our call for active tribal
(ACECs) to support culturally informed manage- comanagement and the inclusion of Indigenous
ment strategies that prioritize the protection of Knowledge to safeguard our cultural heritage and

sensitive natural and cultural resources. ecological resources. Our collective voices will shape
a future where public land stewardship is inclusive,
] respectful, and sustainab
NCAI Resolution #L\W24-005
Title: Enhancing Tribal Engagement and Chief Eugene Paul, Chairman of the Bering Sea Interi-
CoStewardship in Bureau of Land or Tribal Commission r emar ked, 0 We

: BLMO6s Public Lands Rul e t
Management (BLM) as it Implements the equal footing with other land uses. For years, our

Final Rule on Conservation and Landscapg Tyipes have sought land protections that recognize

Health the intrinsic connection between traditional and con-
Download Resolutionhttps:// H i

files.constantcontact.com/3495acf6901/3917e263 -043d-4d76-bf6e- temp_orary Ways Of “fe and OUI’ homelands. ThIS rU|e
39¢18426089f.pdf? and its costewardship provisions and acknowledg-
rdr=true_gl=1*10ek2zg* gcl_au*OTI2MDYxMjQ4L|E3MzQxMDQ50DU.*_ i i _
a*ZmMOMDQ3ZjItMThkYS00NzNhL WEIZGItN2YwYZzIWZGFmZWJi*_ga_10T ment O.f Indigenous Knpwledge signals a Iong over
5LGLSQ3*MTczNDEwODkwMyA4yNidxLjE3MzQXMTEZNJEuMzkuMCaw due shift toward honoring the ways of knowing and

the longstanding stewardship of this land by Indige-
nous peoples. If the Rule's provisions had been in

Collective Support from Tribal Nation§he adoption place before, many critical areas would have the pro-
of this resolution has drawn widespread support from tections Tribes asked for. This is progress."

tribal coalitions and individual Tribal Nations who
share a commitment to preserving their cultural con- Acoma Pueblo GovernoRa n d a | | Vicent

nections to the land and promoting environmental pyeblo leaders, we stand in firm support of Resolu-
resilience. In a joint statement, influential groups, in- tion L\\24-005, a declaration that aligns with our en-
cluding the Bering Sea Interior Tribal Commission during commitment to steward our ancestral lands
and the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians, high-wi t h care and reverence.
Ilghted the Final Public Lands Rule as a critical tool important recognition of |ndigen0us Know|edge and
for addressing the impacts of climate change and the necessity of integrating tribal perspectives into
promoting ecosystem health land management practices. This resolution under-
scores the essential role of Free, Prior, and Informed
A Step Toward Equitable Land Managemefibe reso- Consent and prioritizes culturally sensitive eo
lution reflects NCAI O8s | pahdgsmed 6f hieds &f Chti€alEn@rénméntalnCont
vocating for policies that align with tribal sovereignty, cern. We call upon the BLM to fully embrace these

cultural preservation, and sustainable resource man- commitments and foster true partnerships with Tribal
agement. It follows recent appeals from tribal com- Nat i ons. 6
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