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UST Decommission in Hays, MT 
By Kermit Snow Jr, BTRP Compliance Officer 

This project was a 

long time coming, 

something that 

was first men-

tioned around five 

years ago by Re-

gion 8 USEPA. 

Actually, we were 

first made aware 

of these tanks 

back in 2005 

when I was the Air Quality Coordinator 

and EPA contacted us about doing a site 

visit to see what we would be dealing 

with. We then set up a site visit with Re-

gion 8 EPA, along with the help of Shawn 

Lahr (Blackfeet Env. Dept.) to do an in-

vestigation on the abandoned tanks. 

They pretty much sat dormant after that 

until I received a call from Denver in 

2015 or 2016 about some possible 

money to help take these tanks out. We 

then started talking to the owners of Vil-

lage Grocery to get the information on 

what was on the property. I found out 

then, that I would be doing a lot more 

research on USTõs, which would end up 

helping me in my present job as the 

BTRP Compliance Officer. I was very anx-

ious to get this started when I received 

the call from Denver, but it seemed we 

ran into different obstacles when trying 

to get this started. Just as it seemed we 

(Continued on page 2) 
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would get under way, the Covid-19 Pandemic hit and put a halt to our 

plans and delayed us about two years. We finally got the go ahead to 

start and we were notified that the Contractorõs would be on site to start 

on October 11, 2021.  

 

The primary Contractor was GSI (Native Hawaiian Owned) and their Sub-

Contractor Overleyõs. We also had on hand one person from GeoSearch 

to help locate the tanks with his Ground Penetrating Radar tools. Ge-

oSearch was instrumental, as we were told there were six tanks, alt-

hough we only found four. He did his due diligence and went over a large 

area looking for the other two, but did not find anymore. This was also 

something we found out back in 2005-06 and also while researching the 

MTDEQ UST site, where they also showed there being six tanks. The first 

thing done every morning, was a safety meeting conducted by Farrell 

Bell (GSI) and signing the Health and Safety Plan HASP) after each meet-

ing before any work could start. This was also my first time being in-

volved in a decommission of USTõs and will help in future projects. While 

digging between the tanks and store, we encountered a strong odor of 

fuel. One of the first sampling  events by Farrell and Haley Young (GSI) 

was from where the odor was coming from, taking 3 grab & 3 jar sam-

ples. This was then done around all the tanks when the digging was 

done. They also took samples from the dirt pile that was excavated from 

digging out the tanks. Day 2 started with pulling all the pumps on top of 

each tank, pulling the two dispensers out, cutting pipes from dispensers, 

where we did find some product still n pipe. While digging out pipe, we 

did encounter more odor and they commenced to take more samples. 

All contaminated soil from the day before and Day 2 was put on plastic 

that was set out by Overleyõs. We then also dug and took more soil sam-

ples around piping. On Day 3, the Vacuum truck arrived and they then 

started rinsing & flushing out each tank and pipe, this was done three 

times to each tank and pipe and then taken to an approved site. We 

then went back to the front and side of store to do some more digging 

and sampling downgrade of pipes. We went at distances of 6-8õ deep, 

then 5õ, 10õ, 35õ, 60õ, and finally stopped at 130õ. The dry ice then ar-
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rived and was put in each tank, tank #1- 6 buckets, #2- 4 buckets, #3- 4 

buckets and #4- 4 buckets. Each night they also put a fence around the 

tank pit and covered all the sample pits. Day 4 consisted of removing 

each tank and sending them to Havre for disposal. Farrell and Haley 

then started taking more samples from each tank site, where we found 

out that the contamination was deeper at one site and excavated more 

soil and sampled. Day 5 we started bright & early, as we had clean soil 

arriving, with first truck arriving at 7 am and dumping and loading up 

contaminated soil to take back to Havre. We would end up with eight 

side dumps coming and going that day, Havre is around 80 miles one 

way. Day 6 (Saturday) started with continued backfilling & compacting 

the clean soil, I believe we ended up doing around eight lifts by days 

end. Day 7 began with more backfilling and compacting, using three 

more trucks from Havre. The Overley crew started to pick up and land-

scape everything that was done from previous days. Day 8 began with 

first truck with clean soil arriving at 7:15 am and two more following lat-

er. The last truck arrived at 9:40 am and the job was officially finished 

around 1 pm. As we were finishing up, I noticed the work of the Overley 

crew, they did awesome work all week, but how they ended showed their 

dedication to how they approach their work. This is nothing against the 

two younger guys, they did great work also, but it was great watching 

Alonso & Hector in the way they did their jobs. They wanted perfection 

and also wanted it done right. They showed the younger guys how they 

wanted it and how it should be done. You never know who is going to 

look at your work and you donõt want anyone saying it wasnõt done right. 

They are a credit to their employer. It was also great working with Farrell 

and Haley, who showed great professionalism in their duties, they defi-

nitely knew what they were doing and made me feel good every time 

they asked me if they should do more or if that was what I wanted. Like I 

said, this was my first decommission and I learned a lot from these la-

dies. There is still more to do here, but we were budgeted for only so 

much, but we know where the work has to be done. I want to thank Far-

rell Bell & Haley Young of GSI, Alonso Treviso, Hector Castillo, Juan 

Siliezar, and Eugene Bueno of Overleyõs for a great 8 days of work. Aho 

(Continued from page 2) 
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HELENAñThe Montana Department of Environmental 

Quality (DEQ) is seeking public comment on a Draft 

Environmental Assessment (EA) for a proposed explo-

ration project near Zortman, Mont. in Phillips County. 

The new exploration project is proposed by Luke Ploy-

har on private land at the former Zortman Mine. The 

proposed project is not a full-scale mine and the op-

erator would have to apply for a separate permit and 

undergo a separate environmental analysis should 

he wish to operate a full-scale mine. 

 

DEQ received a complete application for an explora-

tion license from the landowner. The proposed explo-

ration project includes excavating one trench, approx-

imately 350 square feet and 25 feet deep, to extract 

a 125-ton bulk sample for metallurgical testing. The 

project includes construction of an access road that 

would be left in place after project completion for use 

by the landowner. The entire project is anticipated to 

last approximately 10 days and disturb 0.18 acres. 

DEQ would require all disturbances except the road 

to be reclaimed. 

 

The proposed exploration project would take place 

within the former mine operation boundary and a 

small area would be located within a reclaimed area 

of the former mine. The applicant has been notified 

of the Comprehensive Environmental, Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) which is the 

law that governs Superfund sites. Superfund remedi-

ation at the former mine site was led by the Bureau 

of Land Management and they have also been noti-

fied of the proposed project. 

 

This is the second proposed exploration project in 

this area. DEQ released a final EA in February of 

2021 for a proposed exploration project from Blue 

Arc. That project would extract a 1,000-ton bulk sam-

ple and disturb 1.4 acres. The applicant is required to 

post bond before receiving a license to begin explora-

tion activities. At this time, DEQ has not received 

bond for that project. 

 

Both projects are considered in the cumulative im-

pacts section of the new EA. 

 

DEQ prepared a draft EA to analyze potential impacts 

from the proposed exploration project. DEQ will ac-

cept public comments on the draft EA until 11:59 

p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 11, 2022. To submit substan-

tive comments or view the document, please visit the 

DEQ website at: https://deq.mt.gov/News/

publiccomment-folder/news-article1 

 

An exploration license is not an operating permit to 

mine. An exploration license authorizes activity for 

the purpose of determining the presence and extent 

of an ore body. An exploration license does not au-

thorize the mining of an ore body. If a proposed pro-

ject meets the requirements of Montana law (82-4-

332, Montana Code Annotated), DEQ must issue the 

exploration license. The draft EA is not a decision 

document and is a disclosure of the potential im-

pacts from the project. 

DEQ Seeks Public Comment on Draft  
Environmental Assessment for Proposed  
Exploration Project in Phillips County  
By Moira Davin  |  November 29, 2021   
https://deq.mt.gov/News/pressrelease-folder/news-article40 

Once again we are pleased to announce that 

a new Brownfields Coordinator has been se-

lected for the Brownfields Tribal Response 

Program in the Environmental Protection De-

partment.  Although the notice is somewhat 

late, please join us in welcoming William R. 

Cochran to this position.  He began his job 

on August 16,  2021.   William previously 

worked in the Brownfields Program as the 

Coordinator a few years ago and is very 

knowledgeable about the Brownfields pro-

gram - a plus for the Department!  We look 

forward to working with William and making 

this a great program!  His office is located 

downstairs and can be reached at 406-353-

8411 or william.cochran@ftbelknap.org. 

New Brownfields/Tribal Response Coordinator  
By Ina Nez Perce, Fort Belknap Environmental Manager 

https://deq.mt.gov/News/pressrelease-folder/news-article40
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WASHINGTON (Nov. 2, 2021) Today, the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) took an important 

step forward to advance President Bidenõs commit-

ment to action on climate change and protect peo-

pleõs health by proposing comprehensive new protec-

tions to sharply reduce pollution from the oil and nat-

ural gas industry ð including, for the first time, reduc-

tions from existing sources nationwide. The proposed 

new Clean Air Act rule would lead to significant, cost-

effective reductions in methane emissions and other 

health-harming air pollutants that endanger nearby 

communities. As part of todayõs action, to inform a 

supplemental proposal, EPA is seeking comment on 

additional sources of methane to further strengthen 

emission controls and increase reductions from oil 

and gas operations. EPA is issuing the proposal in 

response to President Bidenõs Executive Order on 

Protecting Public Health and the Environment and 

Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis.  

 

"As global leaders convene at this pivotal moment in 

Glasgow for COP26, it is now abundantly clear that 

America is back and leading by example in confront-

ing the climate crisis with bold ambition,ó said EPA 

Administrator Michael S. Regan. òWith this historic 

action, EPA is addressing existing sources from the 

oil and natural gas industry nationwide, in addition to 

updating rules for new sources, to ensure robust and 

lasting cuts in pollution across the country. By build-

ing on existing technologies and encouraging innova-

tive new solutions, we are committed to a durable 

final rule that is anchored in science and the law, 

that protects communities living near oil and natural 

gas facilities, and that advances our nationõs climate 

goals under the Paris Agreement.ó 

 

One third of the warming from greenhouse gases oc-

curring today is due to human-caused emissions of 

methane, a potent greenhouse gas that traps about 

30 times as much heat as carbon dioxide over 100 

years, and sharp cuts over the next decade will have 

a near-term beneficial impact on the climate. In the 

United States, the oil and natural gas industry is the 

largest industrial source of methane emissions, emit-

ting more methane than the total emissions of all 

greenhouse gases from 164 countries combined. Oil 

and natural gas operations also emit smog-forming 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and toxic air pollu-

tants such as benzene that harm public health. 

 

The proposal builds on the work of leading compa-

nies that are using the latest cost-effective technolo-

gy to reduce methane emissions in the field and lev-

erages lessons from the work of some major oil- and 

gas- producing states that require, or are proposing 

to require, oil and gas operations to reduce methane 

emissions. EPA analyzed the proposed ruleõs impact 

on natural gas and oil prices from 2023 to 2035 and 

estimates that changes would be small ð pennies per 

barrel of oil or thousand cubic feet of gas.   

 

The proposed rule would reduce 41 million tons of 

methane emissions from 2023 to 2035, the equiva-

(Continued on page 6) 

U.S. to Sharply Cut Methane Pollution that  

Threatens the Climate and Public Health  
Contact Information: EPA Press Office (press@epa.gov)  |  November 2, 2021 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/us-sharply-cut-methane-pollution-threatens-climate-and-public-health 

We are pleased to announce that a new Nonpoint 

Source Coordinator has been selected for the Non-

point Source Program in Environmental Protection 

Department.  Please join us in welcoming Morris 

"Davy" Belgard to this position.  He began his new job 

on October 1, 2021.  Morris previously worked in the 

Brownfields Program as the Environmental Techni-

cian.  As many of you know, Morris also worked in 

this position a couple of years ago and is very knowl-

edgeable about the pro-

gram.  We look forward to 

Morris continuing to make 

this Program a success!   

 

His office is located down-

stairs and can be reached 

at 406-353-8431 or 

mbelgard@ymail.com. 

New Nonpoint Source Pollution Coordinator  
By Ina Nez Perce, Fort Belknap Environmental Manager 
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