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The Fort Belknap Tribal Code (FBTC) details the Tribal Court’s territorial, personal, and rem jurisdiction.  Fort Belknap Indian Reservation is homeland to the Gros Ventre and the Assiniboine Tribes. Fort Belknap Indian Reservation is located forty miles south of the Canadian border and twenty miles north of the Missouri River, which is the route of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Fort Belknap Indian Reservation is the fourth largest Indian reservation in Montana.

The Fort Belknap Tribal Code (FBTC) details the Tribal Court’s territorial, personal, and rem jurisdiction.  Fort Belknap Indian Reservation was created by an Act of Congress on May 1, 1888 and the Fort Belknap Agency was established at its present location, four miles southeast of the present township of Harlem, Montana.
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Tribal members accepted the Indian Reorganization Act on October 27, 1934. Members of Fort Belknap adopted a constitution on October 19, 1935 and a corporate charter on August 25, 1937, in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934. The Fort Belknap Indian Community Council is recognized as the governing body on the Fort Belknap Reservation. They are charged with the duty of protecting the health, security, and general welfare of the Fort Belknap Indian Community.

Fort Belknap Indian Community Council consists of the President and the Vice 
President, who are elected to serve a four year term. Eight Council Members, consisting of four Gros Ventre and four Assiniboine members are elected every two years. The President and Vice President appoint a Secretary Treasurer, who serves four years.

The Fort Belknap Indian Reservation encompasses an area consisting of 675,147 acres, which extends approximately 28 miles east and west and 35 miles north and south. The land is mostly rolling plains. The main industry is agriculture, consisting of small cattle ranches, raising alfalfa hay for feed and larger dry land farms. The Little Rocky Mountains, located at the southern end of the reservation, has two small communities. Hays, located at the southwest portion of the reservation, has both a public school (7-12), and a Catholic School, Saint Paul's Mission, grades K-6. Lodge Pole, located at the southeast portion of the reservation has a public school, grades K-6. 

Pursuant to  §1-1-3.2 of the FB TC, the Tribal Court’s jurisdiction extends “to any and all lands within the reservation boundaries, including all easements, fee patented lands, rights-of-way, and over lands outside the reservation boundaries held in trust for tribal members or the Tribe or as allowed under federal law or treaty rights.”  The Tribal Court has ‘civil and criminal jurisdiction over all persons who reside, enter or transact business within the territorial boundaries of the reservation’ pursuant to §1-1-3.3 of the FBTC.  The Court also has jurisdiction over “all property, real and personal located with the boundaries and over lands or interests outside the reservation boundaries” pursuant to §1-1-3.4 of the FBTC.  This jurisdiction extends “to ownership or rights in property, and the application of property to the satisfaction of a judgment for which the owner is liable.

The Fort Belknap Indian Community has 6,304 enrolled members, of which 3,115 or 59% reside on the Fort Belknap Reservation.  Of this reservation population, approximately 109 or 29% are minors under the age of majority and subject to the jurisdiction of the FBTC as detailed above.  The FBTC §5-10-01, defines “minors” as “persons under eighteen years of age.”  The Fort Belknap Indian Community has attached a Certification Statements, signed by Julia Doney, former President, attesting to the number of children under the age of majority who are subject to the jurisdiction of the Tribal Court. 
Mission Statement

Fort Belknap Child Support Program (FBCSP) exists to promote the well being of our children by advocating and enforcing parental responsibility and obligations.  FBCSP will be beneficial in supporting and strengthening tribal families by focusing on two parent involvement, non-cash and emotional contributions.

FBCSP Goals and Objectives

1. Provide a respectful, courteous and professional work environment;

2. Maintain highest standards of confidentiality;

3. Ensure that paternity is established for each child;

4. Establish and modify support orders;

5. Locate absent parents and collect child support;

6. Process payments in an efficient and timely manner; and

7. Incorporate mediation through the administrative process as an option for families in crisis
45 CFR 309.65(a)(1) A description of the population subject to the jurisdiction of the Tribal court or administrative agency for child support purposes as specified under §309.70.
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