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What is the Milk River Project? 
 

The Milk River Project is beyond remark-

able. With over a century of successful 

operation, this engineering feat diverts 

water from the St. Mary River on the 

Blackfeet Reservation, flowing through 

northern Montana and Glacier National 

Park, and across southern Alberta, Can-

ada. This project is a testament to the 

intricate canals, siphons, and diversions 

designed for a seamless flow of water. 

The Milk River Project is essential to ful-

fill Montanaõs water demands, catering 

to eight irrigation districts, Reclamation 

pump contracts, private contracts, the 

Blackfeet and Fort Belknap Indian Res-

ervation, and other living communities 

along the Milk River. The project has cre-

ated numerous recreational opportuni-

ties for the surrounding inhabitants, con-

tributing to the ecosystemõs prosperity 

and wildlife habitats. With such a promi-

nent and successful project, the Milk 

River Project has proven to be a symbol 

of limitless possibilities. 

Milk River Project  
The Lifeline of the Hi-Line 

https://www.milkriverproject.com/ 

Benefits to Montanaõs Economy 
 

How the Milk River Project has been providing to Northern Montana for over 100 

years. 

18,000  
Residents provided 

drinking water 
 

1,000,000  
People fed annually 

 
 

140,000  
 Acres of irrigated 

lands 
 

700+ 
Farms 

 
 

729 
River miles of wildlife 

habitat and recreation 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://www.facebook.com/ftbelknap.environmental/
https://www.milkriverproject.com/


Facebook tells us it's World Com-

pliment Day, and we couldnõt let it 

pass without giving a huge 

shoutout to the incredible crews 

working onsite and the dedicated 

teams behind the scenes pushing 

the replacement of the St. Mary 

Siphon Project forward. Your hard 

work and commitment keep this 

project movingñthank you for eve-

rything you do! 

 

Enjoy this bird's-eye view from last 

weekñprogress looks great from 

every angle! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fun Fact Friday!  

 

This week's highlight from the St. 

Mary Siphon Project is all about 

the Siphon Inlet, which is gearing 

up for a major concrete pour for 

Sletten Construction Company 

starting the week of March 10th! 

Ѧ  

 

The first pour lift will form the bot-

tom perimeter section, reaching 

16 feet high. This phase alone will 

require approximately 400 cubic 

yards of concrete and 118,000 

pounds of rebarña massive un-

dertaking! 

 

The entire structure will be poured 

in three separate lifts, ensuring 

strength and stability for this criti-

cal piece of infrastructure for 

years to come. 

Exciting progress continues on the 

hill at the St. Mary Siphon site! Pro

-Pipe Corporation and NW Con-

struction crews are making steady 

stridesñone pipe at a time. With 

warmer days ahead, NW Construc-

tion is ramping back up with river 

restoration, setting grades to the 

bridge, backfilling, and reviving 

the surrounding roads and land-

scapes. 

 

According to Pro-Pipe, a total of 

114 joints have been welded to 

date. With each weld covering 

180 linear feet and requiring 40 

pounds of welding rod, this 

amounts to approximately 20,520 

linear feet of weld passesñnearly 

3.9 milesñand a total of 4,560 

pounds of welding rod used. It's 

adding up quickly! 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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From Our Social Media 
The Milk River Project is in Montana 

https://facebook.com/120450747691235
https://facebook.com/120450747691235
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WASHINGTON ð On January 29, 2025, Lee Zeldin 

was sworn in as the 17th Administrator of the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. Administrator Zeld-

in will work closely with the dedicated career officials 

at the agency to fulfill the agencyõs mission to protect 

human health and the environment.  

 

òIt is my honor to serve as the 17th Environmental 

Protection Agency Administrator. Under President 

Trumpõs leadership, we will take great strides to de-

fend every Americanõs access to clean air, clean wa-

ter, and clean land. We will maintain and expand the 

gold standard of environmental stewardship and con-

servation that President Trump set forth in his first 

administration while also prioritizing economic pros-

perity. I look forward to working with the agencyõs tal-

ented staff and scientists to deliver results for the 

American people. Itõs time to get to work,ó said EPA 

Administrator Lee Zeldin. 

 

Administrator Zeldin has dedicated his life to public 

service. He is currently in his 22nd year in the United 

States military, having deployed to Iraq in 2006 with 

the Armyõs Elite 82nd Airborne Division and continues 

to serve as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army Reserve. 

He served in the New York State Senate from 2011-

2014 and later represented New Yorkõs 1st Congres-

sional District in the United States House of Repre-

sentatives from 2015-2023.  

During his eight years in Congress, Zeldin worked 

across party lines to preserve the Long Island Sound 

and Plum Island. He supported key legislation that 

became historic, bipartisan success stories like the 

Great American Outdoors Act and Save our Seas Act 

to clean up plastics from our oceans. He also led the 

fight for Sea Grant, combated per- and polyfluoroalkyl 

substances (PFAS) in drinking water, voted for the 

Lautenberg Chemical Safety Act, and supported clean 

energy projects on Long Island. 

 

At just 23, Lee became the youngest attorney in New 

York State at the time. 

 

Born and raised in Suffolk County, New York, Lee and 

his wife Diana are proud parents to their twin daugh-

ters, Mikayla and Arianna. 

Lee M. Zeldin Sworn in as 17th EPA Administrator  
Contact Information EPA Press Office (press@epa.gov)  |  January 30, 2025 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/lee-m-zeldin-sworn-17th-epa-administrator  

Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh swears in Lee Zeldin as EPA 
Administrator 

United States 

Environmental Protection 

Agency 

mailto:press@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/lee-m-zeldin-sworn-17th-epa-administrator


WASHINGTON ð On February 4, 2025, U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Lee 

Zeldin announced the agencyõs Powering the Great 

American Comeback Initiative, to achieve the agen-

cyõs mission while energizing the greatness of the 

American economy. This plan outlines the agencyõs 

priorities under the leadership of President Trump 

and Administrator Zeldin. The newly announced Pow-

ering the Great American Comeback initiative con-

sists of five pillars that will guide the EPAõs work over 

the first 100 days and beyond: 

 

Pillar 1: Clean Air, Land, and Water for Every 

American 
 

òEvery American should have access to clean air, 

land, and water. I will ensure the EPA is fulfilling its 

mission to protect human health and the environ-

ment. In his first term, President Trump advanced 

conservation, reduced toxic emissions in the air, and 

cleaned up hazardous sites, while fostering econom-

ic growth for families across the country. We remain 

committed to these priorities in this administration, 

as well as ensuring emergency response efforts are 

helping Americans get back on their feet in the quick-

est and safest way possible. We will do so while re-

maining good stewards of tax dollars and ensuring 

that every penny spent is going towards advancing 

this mission,ó said Administrator Zeldin. 

 

Pillar 2: Restore American Energy  

Dominance 
 

òPursuing energy independence and energy domi-

nance will cut energy costs for everyday Americans 

who are simply trying to heat their homes and put 

gas in their cars. This will also allow our nation to 

stop relying on energy sources from adversaries, 

while lowering costs for hardworking middle-income 

families, farmers, and small business owners. I look 

forward to working with the greatest minds driving 

American innovation, to ensure we are producing 

and developing the cleanest energy on the planet,ó 

said Administrator Zeldin. 

 

Pillar 3: Permitting Reform, Cooperative 

Federalism, and Cross-Agency Partnership 
 

òAny business that wants to invest in America should 

be able to do so without having to face years-long, 

uncertain, and costly permitting processes that deter 

them from doing business in our country in the first 

place. It will be important for the EPA to work with 

our partners at the state and federal levels to ensure 

projects are being approved and companies can in-

vest billions of dollars into our nation. Streamlining 

these processes, while partnering with businesses to 

follow the necessary steps to safeguard our environ-

ment, will incentivize investment into our economy 

and create American jobs,ó said Administrator Zeldin. 

 

Pillar 4: Make the United States the  

Artificial Intelligence Capital of the World  
 

òAs we rapidly advance into this new age of AI, it is 

important that the United States lead the world in 

this field. Those looking to invest in and develop AI 

should be able to do so in the U.S., while we work to 

ensure data centers and related facilities can be 

powered and operated in a clean manner with Ameri-

can-made energy. Under President Trumpõs leader-

ship, I have no doubt that we will become the AI capi-

tal of the world,ó said Administrator Zeldin. 

 

Pillar 5: Protecting and Bringing Back 

American Auto Jobs 
 

òOur American auto industry is hurting because of 

the burdensome policies of the past. Under President 

Trump, we will bring back American auto jobs and 

invest in domestic manufacturing to revitalize a quin-

tessential American industry. We will partner with 

leaders to streamline and develop smart regulations 

that will allow for American workers to lead the great 

comeback of the auto industry,ó said Administrator 

Zeldin. 

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin Announces EPAõs 

òPowering the Great American Comebackó  

Initiative  
Contact Information: EPA Press Office (press@epa.gov)  |  February 4, 2025 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-lee-zeldin-announces-epas-powering-great-american-comeback  
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DENVER (Feb. 17, 2025) - U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency Administrator Lee Zeldin announced that 

President Donald J. Trump has appointed Cyrus M. 

Western to serve as the EPA Region 8 administrator. 

As regional administrator, Western will lead the im-

plementation of the administrationõs environmental 

agenda priorities in Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Mon-

tana, North Dakota, South Dakota and with 28 feder-

ally-recognized Tribes. 

 

òAs we work to Power the Great American Comeback 

at EPA, we continue to assemble a 

fantastic team,ó said Administrator 

Zeldin. òI am grateful Cyrus Western 

is joining EPA as our Regional Ad-

ministrator for Region 8. I know with 

Cyrusõ experience in the Wyoming 

State House of Representatives 

championing energy and wildlife 

conservation, he will work non-stop 

to implement President Trumpõs pol-

icies across the Region,ó continued 

Zeldin.  

 

Prior to joining the EPA, Western 

served as the House Majority Whip 

in the Wyoming State House of Rep-

resentatives, serving District 51. 

While there, he served on the Miner-

als, Business and Economic Devel-

opment Committee, chaired the Oil 

and Gas Bonding Working Group and was vice chair 

of the Tourism, Recreation and Wildlife Committee. 

 

òIõm honored to be appointed to lead EPA Region 8 

under Administrator Lee Zeldin and President 

Trump,ó said EPA Region 8 Administrator Cyrus West-

ern. òIõm grateful for the opportunity to serve the peo-

ple of the region and foster human health and envi-

ronmental protection while encouraging sound eco-

nomic growth. As a Wyoming native, I understand 

some of the unique challenges and opportunities this 

region faces and am committed to ensuring we meet 

the needs of the people while implementing the Ad-

ministratorõs ôPowering the Great American Come-

backõ Initiative.ó 

Western holds a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental 

Studies from Washington and Jefferson College in 

Pennsylvania, as well as a Master of Liberal Arts in 

Environmental Studies from the Harvard Extension 

School in Massachusetts. 

 

Hereõs what people are saying about Westernõs  

presidential appointment:  

 

òCyrus Western will be an incredible partner for Wyo-

ming and the West in this new role at the Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA),ó 

said Sen. John Barrasso. òAs a sea-

soned Wyoming legislator, Cyrus 

knows firsthand how we can protect 

Americaõs air, water, and land with-

out suffocating our economy. I look 

forward to working with Cyrus and 

EPA Administrator Zeldin to roll back 

punishing regulations and protect 

our environment.ó    

 

"I am delighted to see Cyrus Western 

appointed as the new Region 8 Re-

gional Administrator for the EPA,ó 

said Sen. Cynthia M. Lummis. 

òHaving someone like Cyrus who tru-

ly understands Wyoming and will re-

store the EPA's commitment to coop-

erative federalism is a significant win 

for western states. I look forward to 

collaborating with Cyrus and Administrator Zeldin to 

advance President Trump's American energy resur-

gence." 

 

"Cyrus is a great pick to lead EPA's Region 8 office,ó 

said Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality 

Director Todd Parfitt. òI have had the pleasure of 

working with Cyrus for several years during his time 

with the Wyoming state legislature. He understands 

the importance of common-sense approaches and 

cooperative federalism in implementing our environ-

mental programs. I look forward to working with Cyrus 

as we implement effective programs to address the 

priorities of the EPA, the state of Wyoming, and the 

Region.ó 

Cyrus M. Western appointed as EPA Mountains 

and Plains Regional Administrator  
Contact Information: Melissa Walther (walther.melissa@epa.gov)  |  March 17, 2025 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/cyrus-m-western-appointed-epa-mountains-and-plains-regional-administrator  

mailto:walther.melissa@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/cyrus-m-western-appointed-epa-mountains-and-plains-regional-administrator


The Water Quality (WQ) Program was established in 

1994, initially to monitor for pollution originating from 

the Zortman and Landusky mines. Since then, moni-

toring strategies and water quality goals have pro-

gressed into more enhanced and technical efforts to 

further protect our tribal waterbodies.  

 

With this effort, the WQ Program has been developing 

Tribal Water Quality Standards (TWQS), to one day, be 

federally-approved. This is very significant in that we 

can use them to evaluate proposed federal projects 

and make a determination if the projects meet our 

environmental requirements. However, obtaining 

Federally-approved TWQS is a time-consuming pro-

cess due to the comprehensive and technical struc-

ture, and legalities.  

 

The following are a brief description of what is re-

quired for Tribes. 

 

Clean Water Act Section 401: 
 

This section of the CWA requires any entity seeking a 

federal permit for activities that may discharge into 

waters of the United States to obtain a water quality 

certification from the state or authorized tribe where 

the discharge will occur.  

 

How to obtain Treatment as a 

State (TAS): 
 

Tribes can apply to the EPA to gain TAS status specifi-

cally for Section 401 certification under the Clean 

Water Act. 

 

This designation allows eligible tribes to exercise the 

same regulatory authority over water quality within 

their reservation as a state government. Allows tribes 

to issue water quality certifications for projects within 

their reservation boundaries, giving them the authori-

ty to review and deny federal permits that could im-

pact their water quality from potential discharges into 

their waters. 

 

Tribal Water Quality Standards: 
 

When a tribe has TAS status, they can establish their 

own water quality standards and use them to evalu-

ate whether a proposed federal project meets their 

environmental requirements before issuing a 401 

certification.  

 

Tribes can review proposed federal permits for activi-

ties within their reservation that may affect water 

quality and decide whether to grant, deny, or condi-

tion the permit to ensure compliance with their water 

quality standards. 

 

Itõs definitely a time-worthy and necessary effort to 

ensure the protection of our tribal waters for future 

generations. In our area, there really is no major in-

dustrial activities resulting in direct discharges into 

our waters, but further upstream from the Reserva-

tion, along the hi-line, there are discharge sources 

into the Milk River, which is the Northern boundary of 

Fort Belknap Indian Reservation. The State Water 

Quality Standards apply to these sources and it would 

be ideal and necessary for Fort Belknap to have Trib-

al Water Quality Standards and TAS Authority to en-

sure the water quality flowing onto the Reservation 

complies with our water regulations.  

 

This is a great opportunity to provide a brief descrip-

tion of what the WQ Program is funded for. The pri-

mary purpose is for surface water monitoring. Sur-

face waters are rivers, lakes, streams, reservoirs, 

lakes, wetlands. Water samples are collected in 

these sources of surface water and analyzed in an off

-site laboratory for various parameters such as heavy 

metals, nutrients, ions. The funding is not for private 

wells. WQ Program conducts data assessments on 

tribal waters and is heavily involved with the Zortman 

and Landusky mines. Possibly for next Circle Speaker 

issue, I may prepare a general information article on 

the mines and what has been and is going on as far 

as water treatment goes and projects. Until then, 

thereõs a lot of work to make progress on and contin-

uous goal planning to ensure our tribal waters are 

protected. Hope this reading was helpful and informational.  

Tribal TAS 401 Certification and  

Water Quality Standards  
By Mitchell Healy, Water Quality Program  |  February 28, 2025 

Page 6 Volume 29, Issue 2 



The Fort Belknap Environmental Protection Depart-
ment hosted itõs annual Preschool Poster Coloring 
Contest. Deadline to turn in the coloring posters was 
January 30th, 2025. All of the posters were displayed 
and judged by the community at the Fort Belknap Mid 
Winter Fair on February 6th and 7th, 2025, at the 
Fort Belknap Agency Bingo Hall. Community members 
of all ages were delighted to see the little kidsõ color-
ings. Itõs a great way for community engagement and 
a time for us to celebrate our little ones.  
 
Each community's Head Start was represented well 
with an estimated 60 students from the three cen-
ters: Gilbert Horn, Sr. Early Childhood Center, Fort 
Belknap Agency; Ramona King Center, Hays, MT; and 
Three Strikes Center, Lodge Pole, MT. 
 
Itõs fun to see what creativity our young artistõs come 
up with. Each has their own unique way of bringing 
out their personality in their colorings. They are all 
great pieces of art and are judged subjectively by all 
who came out and participated. We also have to com-
mend the Teacherõs for helping us out and letting the 
children participate in our endeavor.  
 
Certificates and prizes for the top three scored for 
1st, 2nd & 3rd place were awarded to the students in 
their respective Centers. All the kids did an amazing 
job and we are extremely grateful for the communi-
tiesõ help in picking out winners. The prizes were de-
livered to each center on February 13th and 14th, 
2025.  
 
Congratulations to the Winners of the 2025 Head 
Start Poster Coloring Contest! Gilbert Horn Sr Early 
Childhood Center (GHSECC): 1stñAubree Siers, 2ndñ
Adaya Stiffarm, 3rdñKehlani Hawley. Ramona King 
Center (RKC): 1stñRaelah Helgeson, 2ndñBreslyn 
Allen, 3rdñAva Parker. Three Strikes Center (TSC): 
1stñZaxston Walking Eagle, 2ndñBraison Wing, 3rdñ
Kade Strike. 

2025 Fort Environmental Protection Departmentõs 
 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lonette Blackcrow, FBEPD Administrative Assistant 
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In 2020, the Fort Belknap Indian Community (FBIC) 

was awarded a Brownfields Cleanup Grant from EPA 

to cleanup four sites on the Fort Belknap Reserva-

tion. These sites include three abandoned properties 

and an old dump site. The work was advertised 

through a Request for Proposals (RFP) with three en-

vironmental firms submitting proposals. Granite Peak 

Environmental was chosen as the contractor for the 

cleanup project. The Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup 

Alternative (ABCAõs), Community Relations Plans, 

Public Meetings at all four sites were completed by 

the contractor.  Clearance Sampling and Analysis 

Plans (SAPs) were completed and approved for 2 

sites ð former Fort Belknap Agency Water Treatment 

Plant and Old Agency Dump.  SAPs for the former 

Lodge Pole Elementary School and old Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church òPink Churchó have been submitted 

to FBIC and EPA for review/approval. 

   

On November 19-20, 2024, Land Revitalization Tech-

nical Assistance (LRTA) meetings were held at the 

Lodge Pole District Office/Medicine Bear Lodge in 

Lodge Pole for the former Lodge Pole Elementary 

School. On the first day, the meetings focused on a 

Kick-off meeting, visioning/programming, and alter-

native concept development, and on the second and 

final day, the meeting focused on the preferred con-

cept design and preferred concept design refinement 

for the school building.  In late February 2025, the 

LRTA team submitted their draft LRTA design bro-

chure for their future project design of the school and 

funding resources information document for review 

by EPA and FBIC.  The documents are currently under 

review.   

 

Excavation Bid Specification documents have been 

drafted and are currently under review by the Fort 

Belknap Environmental Protection Department and 

EPA.  Abatement Bid Specification documents for the 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, former Lodge Pole Ele-

mentary School, and former Fort Belknap Agency Wa-

ter Treatment Plan will be finalized after Clearance 

SAPs for the church and school are approved by EPA. 

 

The past few months, FBIC worked diligently with the 

Diocese of Great Falls, Montana, to work out the de-

tails of final ownership of the old Sacred Heart 

Church or Pink Church. The Diocese relinquished 

ownership of the church building together with any 

and all facilities associated with the adjoining ceme-

tery to FBIC. The FBIC is now recognized as the owner 

of the old Sacred Heart Church. This will allow the 

FBIC and contractor to continue with cleanup and 

restoration of the church.  

 

The contractor anticipates that cleanup activities will 

commence at all 4 sites in the spring and continue 

through the summer of 2025, with a completion date 

set for Fall 2025.   

 

In September 2024, the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-

nity was awarded a Brownfields 128(a) Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) grant to cleanup 10+ 

housing units on the Fort Belknap Reservation. An 

RFP was advertised with one environmental firm sub-

mitting a proposal. Granite Peak Environmental was 

selected as the contractor to cleanup 10 housing 

units by the end of November 2025. The Brownfields 

staff is working in collaboration with the Fort Belknap 

Tribal Housing Authority (FBTHA) to complete the pro-

ject. The Scope of Work has been agreed upon by 

both parties, and Access Agreements for the sites 

have been completed and are in the process of being 

approved by FBIC and individual home owners. Check 

out our next newsletter for updates on our cleanup 

projects. 

Update on Brownfields Cleanup Activities  
By Ina Nez Perce, Environmental Manager 

Page 8 Volume 29, Issue 2 



Page 9 JanuaryñMarch, 2025 



Brownfields in Fort Belknap!  

What up?   
By Kermit Snow Jr, BTRP Compliance Officer 

Wahey Neetine, hello my relatives. Well, itõs been awhile, things are getting 

interesting around since we last talked. The environmental world is wonder-

ing what is going to happen, with all the shake up in the new administration 

and certain cuts that affect all our work helping Mother Earth. So, with that 

hanging over everybodyõs thoughts, here is a brief shot of what we have been 

up to.  

 

We have been slowly working on all our grants and had completed one clean-

up project over the summer of 2024. We have been working with 

Granite Peak, who has been doing an excellent job, keeping us in 

the loop with what they are doing, holding meetings with all stake-

holders, and working with EPA. It is a good partnership, we help 

each other with whatever is needed to stay on top of our grants, 

especially as the end of the contract nears. We went through all 

the checks and balances on one portion of our cleanup grant and 

RFP, as we got ready for the cleanup of the airstrip homes, which 

houses had been sitting on the airstrip for over 10 years. As we 

began to tackle the cleanup in August 2024, Granite Peak 

showed up with Sullivan Bros. Construction and we had a brief 

safety meeting and talked about what we would be doing as the 

cleanup gets under way. Granite Peak had done all the soil sam-

pling weeks before, to see if there was any contamination on each side of the 

runway. They had come prepared and got right to work after the meeting. The 

first week went by and Sullivan Bros. were doing a great job. We had a com-

munity member come by and seen what they were doing, he even asked if 

they were spraying down the burn piles as they were loading into bins. I as-

sured him that they were, as we were using the Fort Belknap Volunteer Fire 

Dept. truck, until theirs arrived. They hauled all the bins to the Havre Landfill, 

which had doubled their tipping fees, causing us to have to do an amend-

ment to cover the added cost. We were gone the following week, to attend 

the Tribal Lands Environment Forum in Eugene, Oregon, but they carried on. 

We returned for day 9 of cleanup and site was looking really good. On day 11, 

they finished on the last few piles and cleaning up the site. We 

then did a walkthrough with Christin (Granite Peak) and Chris 

(Sullivan Bros.) of the airstrip, they all did a great job. Adrian 

(Brownfield Coord.) then signed off on the project. With this pro-

ject under our belt, we were now free to concentrate on other 

cleanup projects and daily duties.  

 

We then started looking at what we needed to do, to get started 

on cleaning up the Former Lodge Pole Elementary School, thatõs 

where we asked EPA for some help. We applied for some assis-

tance with the Land Revitalization Technical Assistance (LRTA) 

group to come in and see what they can do. We held a Public 

Meeting/Workshop with them in Lodge Pole for two days to get 

(Continued on page 11) 
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