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November 30th 
The first Sunday of advent 2025 

 
Birth announcements are wonderful ways of sharing and 

spreading joy. 

In one of the most studied and celebrated Bible passages at 

Christmas, the Prophet Isaiah announces the arrival of a child:  

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 

and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 

over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

(Isaiah 9:6–7) 

The prophet Isaiah wasn’t trying to write a modern birth 

announcement. But comparing his description of this baby boy to 

the birth announcements we send and receive highlights the 

distinctive splendor of this particular baby. Four things set 

Isaiah’s announcement apart: 

 

1. This announcement is sent really early. 

Some birth announcements go out soon after the baby is born, 

and others a bit later, depending on the organizational ability 

(and sleep levels) of the parents. But every single birth 

announcement I’ve ever received was sent after the baby was 

born. This one is different. It’s sent before the birth — seven 

hundred years before.  

https://ref.ly/Isa%209.6%E2%80%937;esv?t=biblia


The prophet Isaiah delivered it to the people of Israel while they 

were facing a threat from the growing superpower of Assyria 

(which would eventually destroy the northern kingdom of 

Israel and lead many Jews into captivity). Isaiah addressed this 

situation by promising the coming of a future King.  

The seven-hundred-year delay was not because God was unable 

to fulfill his promise sooner, but because he wanted to give his 

people the hope of a future King to sustain them through dark 

times. The long period between promise and fulfillment was, in 

fact, a gift from God to his people.  

 

2. Isaiah announces a royal birth. 

I’ve never received a royal birth announcement, but I imagine it’s 

fancier than most — especially when it announces the birth of the 

future King. Such an announcement must bear a significance 

ordinary ones do not.  

Isaiah announces a royal birth: “the government shall be upon his 

shoulder” (Isaiah 9:6); “of the increase of his government and of 

peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom” (Isaiah 9:7). In Luke’s Gospel, we overhear another 

announcement of this same king: “the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32–33). 

 

3. The baby has four different names, each 

telling us what he will do. 

https://ref.ly/Isa%209.6;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa%209.7;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%201.32%E2%80%9333;esv?t=biblia


Most babies have just one name on their birth announcement. But 

Isaiah announces the birth of a baby with four names: “his name 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.” One name wasn’t sufficient to describe this 

special child.  

Moreover, these names tell us what the baby will do. Imagine 

reading on a birth announcement, “exceptional pianist, olympic 

athlete, future CEO of major corporation.” Birth announcements 

don’t list accomplishments. That’s because there are none to list — 

apart from thumb-sucking, blinking, and drooling.  

This baby is different. “Wonderful Counselor” indicates that Jesus 

will be a supernatural source of extraordinary wisdom — amazing 

news for those who need guidance. “Mighty God” indicates that 

Jesus will be divinely strong and powerful — amazing news for 

those who are weak. “Everlasting Father” indicates that Jesus will 

care for his people forever, as a father cares for his children — 

amazing news for those who are alone and unappreciated. “Prince 

of Peace” indicates that Jesus will bring deep well-being and right 

relationships — amazing news for all of us who lack peace with 

each other and with God.  

 

4. These names belong only to God. 

Perhaps most shockingly (and spectacularly) is this: the names of 

this future King are names associated with God. Jesus will be called 

“Wonderful Counselor.” Later on in Isaiah, we’re told that the Lord 

God has done “wonderful things” (Isaiah 25:1) and that he is 

“wonderful in counsel” (Isaiah 28:29). Jesus will be called “Mighty 

God”; one chapter later, the same title is used of God himself (Isaiah 

10:21). Jesus will be called “Everlasting Father”; God is called the 

https://ref.ly/Isa%2025.1;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa%2028.29;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa%2010.21;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa%2010.21;esv?t=biblia


Father of his people throughout the Bible (Isaiah 63:16), and only God 

himself can truly be called the Everlasting Father.  

Isaiah guarantees these things will happen, and this king will be 

born, on the basis of God’s own passionate commitment to 

fulfilling his purposes for his people: “The zeal of the Lord of hosts 

will do this” (Isaiah 9:7).  

And Isaiah was right. God did deliver on this promise. Jesus was born 

seven hundred years later and fulfilled every promise announced. 

God came among us in the person of Jesus. He took on flesh in order 

to give us wisdom, protection, fatherly care, and peace as we enter 

into relationship with him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/Isa%2063.16;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa%209.7;esv?t=biblia


December 7th 
The Second sunday of advent 2025 

 
 

“Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.” 

 - Luke 1:30-31 

There’s a reason advertisers use babies to sell things. Most everyone 

loves new babies. They’re so precious—tiny and helpless, cute and 

small—they fill our hearts with happiness. But their entry into this 

world is anything but cute. Birth is an incredibly painful and 

difficult process!  

This isn’t by accident. When sin entered into the world in Genesis 3, 

God cursed the world. Paul tells us in Romans 8:20 that the entire 

world was subjected to the curse.. Death entered the world, and 

everything was broken. Adam would be cursed to labor for all 

that he has with pain and sweat. Eve would endure pain in child 

birth and a longing for control. 

Hundreds of generations later, one of those daughters of Eve, 

Mary, received a message from the angel Gabriel. The message was 

that she would miraculously conceive a child, and would bear a 

Son. She was going to give birth, and that child would come from 

the Spirit of God. She was to name him jesus which means “god will 

save” or “salvation”. 

Now, babies are precious, but bringing them into the world is tough, 

by design. This young woman, in a little village in Israel with 

effectively no medical care, must have been fairly nervous about 

https://www.bible.com/bible/114/LUK.1.30-31.NKJV
https://www.bible.com/bible/114/LUK.1.30-31.NKJV
https://www.bible.com/bible/114/LUK.1.30-31.NKJV


this event. She had certainly been present at other births by her age, 

and each birth was a dangerous event. So, when the angel told her 

that she was going to give birth, it must have felt more like a curse 

than a blessing.  

However, when Gabriel makes this announcement to Mary, he uses 

an interesting word - the word is sometimes translated ‘favor’. In 

Greek, the word means ‘grace’.  

While the birth was part of the curse, God’s grace was on Mary at 

this moment. How could that be? How could grace and favor come 

with the curse?  

The answer, of course, is that this wasn’t just any pregnancy, and 

Jesus wasn’t just any baby.  The grace of God, and His favor had come 

to Mary in a person, Jesus our saviour. And that grace wasn’t just 

for Mary - it was for everyone!  

And so, God’s grace had come to reverse the curse—the curse of 

childbirth would bring the saving grace of God into the world. 

And, some years later the curse of death would be overcome by 

life—once again through Jesus who would take the curse on 

Himself.  

This is the message of Christmas, isn’t it?  That Jesus has come, and has 

begun the process of pushing back the curse of sin and death, one 

soul at a time thus Saving us! 

God’s grace wasn’t just for Mary that day—it was for me, and for 

you, if you know Jesus…”god will save”! 

 



December 14th 
The third sunday of advent 2025 

 
 

Think back over the past year. By the time we reach 11:59:59 p.m. on 

December 31st, you will have lived almost 9,000 hours this year, over 

half a million minutes. For many of us, this past year will be 

remembered for just a few significant moments: a birth, a loss, a 

milestone event, or a key memory.That’s how it is. You and I have 

collectively lived a lot of years now, but a few moments really 

matter. A few moments bubble to the top as more significant than 

all the rest. 

 

History works the same way. Some events, some milestones matter 

more than others. so when an angel appears to Mary and says the 

following, it’s a big deal: 

 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and 
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom 

there will be no end.” - Luke 1:32-33 
 

You know the genealogy — the part that we think is boring, “the son 

of so-and-so, the son of so-and-so….” It’s there as part of Jesus’ 

credentials: he comes from the line of David. When the angel says 

that Jesus is going to reign on the throne of David forever, he’s 

saying that Jesus is the King that everyone’s been waiting for. When 

the angels announce in Luke 2, “For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord,” they’re signaling who 

Jesus is: born in David’s city, and Christ — which means anointed 

King — and Lord. 

 



But this King is different — not a king who is corrupt, a king who’s a 

tyrant. He’s a King who knows everything, a King who’s perfectly 

just, a King who can never be deceived, a King who transforms men 

and women by his grace, a King who lays down his life before being 

raised in victory. 

This has got to be one of the biggest hyperlinks in the Christmas 

story: the promised King has come. The next part of God’s promise to 

set this world right is being fulfilled. Jesus is King. 

 

So What? What does this mean for us? What difference does it make 

that Jesus is the long-promised King? 

There are lots of things we could say, but let’s stick to three. 

 

We can be confident. 

I know someone who says a phrase I love: “God is on his throne, 

everything is going his way, and he loves me.” 

Think about this. As David McLemore writes: 

● “God is on his throne” means a King is ruling and reigning. 

He is immovable and irreplaceable with glory and honor. We 

are not left alone. Despite what we may be tempted to think, 

this world has order and meaning. Everything matters—even 

what you’re enduring right now. 

● “Everything is going his way” means nothing is surprising to 

God. Nothing is outside of his control. History may be long 

and bloody, your life may be filled with suffering and tears, 

but it all bends toward restoration and redemption. We can 

trust his hand because we’ve seen his heart. 

● “And he loves me” means our King cares. He will never leave us 

nor forsake us. He will be will us always, until the end of the 

https://link.dashhouse.com/T1x?ref=dashhouse.com


age. When we’re not sure what to make of what we’re facing, 

this truth re-centers us on the gospel. Jesus died to have us. 

God loves you… 

 

I love this. There’s no other King like him — a King who dies, a King 

who comes to serve, and yet make no mistake about it, a King who 

reigns. 

In a world that seems out of control, we can have great 

confidence because there is a King on the throne, everything is 

going his way, and he loves me. 

But here’s the second application. 

 

We must submit and obey. 

We tend to think of Christianity as a lifestyle choice. It’s not. If 

Jesus is King, Christianity is about bowing before our King in 

unconditional surrender. 

If you’re a Christian on your own terms, you may not be a 

Christian. If you try Christianity, but you have some 

non-negotiable, some areas in which you won’t submit, you haven’t 

really understood what Christianity is all about. 

Everybody serves something. Our natural inclination is to stay on 

the throne of our lives. The hardest thing is to bow the knee before 

Jesus. If he’s the King, he calls for our unconditional obedience. He’s 

not King over part of our lives; he is King over everything, and he 

demands our all. 

Finally, long for his Kingdom. 

Revelation 11:15 says, “The kingdom of the world has become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever 

and ever.” And if that’s not good enough, Revelation 22:5 says that 

https://ref.ly/Rev%2011.15;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Rev%2022.5;esv?t=biblia


believers will participate in his eternal reign. “They will reign 

forever and ever.” Staggering. We’ll get to reign with him. 

That’s why Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). I can’t wait for 

that day! 

 

Jesus is the promised King who is the culmination of God’s plan 

to set this world right.So be confident: God is on his throne, 

everything is going his way, and he loves me. Obey him. And long for 

his kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/Matt%206.10;esv?t=biblia


December 21st 
The fourth sunday of advent 2025 

 

Advent draws us into the mystery of God’s nearness, and Luke 1:35 
stands at the center of that mystery. In one astonishing sentence, 
the angel Gabriel reveals the two divine movements that make the 
incarnation possible. 

And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will 

overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is 
to be born will be called the Son of God. - Luke 1:35 

1. The Holy Spirit Will Come Upon Mary 

This is the language of God’s creative power. The same Spirit who 
hovered over the waters in Genesis now hovers over Mary. Advent 
reminds us that God’s new creation begins quietly—in a humble 
room, in a moment of surrender, in the yielding heart of a faithful 
young woman. 

Mary is not chosen because of her social status, but for her 
willingness. The Holy Spirit’s coming upon her shows that God 
works through our openness, not achievement. Advent invites us 
to do the same: be ready to receive the work of God in us, even when 
we don’t fully understand it. 

2. The Child Will Be Holy—The Son of God 

But the miracle is not only in how Jesus is conceived; it is in who He 
is. 

The angel declares that the child is holy—set apart in purity and 
purpose—and more than that, He is the Son of God. Christmas is not 
simply the story of a miraculous conception; it is the story of God 
joining His creation. 

Jesus is not a prophet merely inspired by God. 
He is not a righteous man uniquely chosen by God. 
He is God Himself in human flesh, the eternal Son taking on time, 
fragility, and need. 

This means the hope we celebrate is not a distant hope. It is 
God-with-us. God-near. God-made-known. The holiness of Jesus is 



not a barrier to relationship—it is the very reason He can save, heal, 
and restore. 

As we marinate in this verse i wonder: 

● Where do I need to yield to the Spirit as Mary did? 
this is a season of making room—not through doing more, but 
surrender. 

● Do I recognize Jesus as more than a comforting presence? 
we’re called us to see Him as the Son of God, the One with the 
authority to forgive, redeem, and reign. 

● How might the holiness of Christ reshape my hopes this 
season? 
True hope is not wishful thinking—it is anchored in the 
nature of the One who came. jesus! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 25th 
Christmas day 2025 

 
What if god gave you a gift today. I mean, outside of the 
christianity cliche of “he already has! Isn’t that what we're 
celebrating?”. 
 
I mean, what if the god of all creation visited you today and 
simply said “yes”. 
 
Yes to what? 
 
To all of your prayers. Everything you’ve prayed for and asked 
about this past week or even this past year. Yes! 
 
What would that mean to you? 
How would this world be different? 
 
Would poverty be ended? Would racism be eradicated? Would 
friends or family be saved? Would your relationships be 
reconciled? 
 
Or, would your food be blessed to nourish your body. Maybe 
you'd get a close parking spot at the grocery story or make it to 
work on time. And you’d be grateful for today. 
 
Our scripture today reminds us that this advent\christmas 
season was god’s “yes” to us all.  
 

 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and 
they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God 

with us.” - Matthew 1:23 
 

“God with us” 
What does that even mean? 
It means a few things.  

1. You and I are not alone: the god of the universe pulled up a 
seat right next to us. He's as close as a prayer. He hears. He 
sees. He knows. He cares. 

2. We don't have to sugar coat our prayers or soften up our 
requests. He already knows! 

3. If my prayers don’t intimidate me, they may actually insult 
him.  



 
Immanuel means that as a child of god i have with me full 
access to the creator, sustainer, and giver of all things. So why 
this christmas am i limiting his ability to things i can 
accomplish on my own? 
 
Advent is a reminder that the baby born in the manger and given 
these awe inspiring names is coming again! When he does, will i be 
counted as one who lived like god was “with” me? Will i have 
prayed big prayers, expected miraculous results, worshiped as if i 
believed what i told others?  
 
His “yes” is on the table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas 
With love from john, jennifer, and all the extended Everett clan 
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