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E S S A Y  S T R U C T U R E  |  W R I T I N G  " M O V E S "
1. Opening

Engage, Establish, State your point 

2. Middle

Advance thesis 

background, main points, logical thinking

test your ideas (questions and alternatives)

Support main points - add substance, build interest

Build a coherent structure - strategic order

Use different levels of detail - clarify each main point

3. Ending

Reassert the main point and unify message - thesis, main points

Urge the reader to accept your opinion and look ahead 



E S S A Y  S T R U C T U R E  |  " H O U S E  T O U R "  A N A L O G Y

Introduction

transition into room
(paragraph / main point) #1 

main point #1

main point #2 main point #3

transition into room
(paragraph / main point)
#2

transition
into room
(paragraph
/ main
point) #3

Conclusion
 

transition to end of tour 



E S S A Y  S T R U C T U R E  |  " H O U S E  T O U R "  A N A L O G Y

Introduction
context

story behind it
anecdote
facts
historical, political,
cultural, religious, or
industry-related info 

defining characteristics
what you want your
"tourists" (readers) to learn
or observe along the way 

transition into room
(paragraph / main point) #1 

main point #1
evidence of
what you are
showing
(proving) 
explore it fully,
floor to ceiling,
wall to wall 

main point #2
evidence of
what you are
showing
(proving) 
explore it fully,
floor to ceiling,
wall to wall 

main point #3
evidence of
what you are
showing
(proving) 
explore it fully,
floor to ceiling,
wall to wall 

transition into room
(paragraph / main point)
#2

transition
into room
(paragraph
/ main
point) #3

Conclusion
Restate what you hoped your
tourists learned
Restate major defining
characteristics (main points of
essay)
Make your final statement positive,
hopeful, grateful, and make it clear
that the "tour" is over.

 

transition to end of tour 
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