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Town of Georgina, Mea-
ford, Mississippi Mills and
then Rideau Lakes in the
spring of 2019.

Virgiinia Bourget, who
was chair of the Portland
Community Enhancement
Committee, says the mnici-
pality is losing out,

Bourget was among the
enhancement committee
members who' resigned
after the municipal hub was
cancelled earlier this year.

“I do not know why
these valued staff have
chosen to move on and I
am sure they would not
want me to speculate. I can
say, however, that I wish as

a community we had made
greater efforts to encourage
them to stay.

“At recent council meet-
ings I have witnessed both
disrespect and misinfor-
mation from some council-
lors towards these two
people.

“] fear that the behav-
iour of these councillors re-
flects the attitudes of some
members of the public,”
she writes in a letter on
page 4 this week.

Granahan was in the
middle of overseeing the
re-building of a new fire
station, which also became
a contentious issue.

In June 2022 the town-

ip decided the new loca-
tion for the Portland Fire

Station 2, lost to a fire in
Dec cmber 2021, will be
near Lombardy.

 The township entered
into'an agreement to pur-
chase a 5-acre parcel near
the comner of Highway 15
and Otter Lake Road near
Lombard Manor.

After the location deci-
sion was made, Council
and staff have received
feedback, primarily from
residents of the Portland
area over what they see as
a loss of service.

A June 2022 report by
CAO Dwyer indicated Fire
Chief Granahan and his
family have been harassed.

“While recent methods
utilized by a select few to
express their opinion
such as harassment of the
Fire Chief and his family at
their home and business
are completely inappropn-
ate, the sentiment shared by
those who have concems 18
certainly vahd.

Fire chief moved on to Bracehmlge

Scoft Granahan

Granahan and his part-
ner opened a café in Port-
land.

“The new location does
represent change. As out-
lined above, it is a policy
decision believed to be in
the best long-term public
interest of the community
and the municipality,”

Dwyer wrote,




