CITY OF LATIMER

PO BOX 744

LATIMER, IOWA 50452

Telephone: (641)579-6452
Email Address:  latimercityhall@gmail.com
Mayor:  Mark Johansen
City Clerk:  Melissa Simmons

The Latimer City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, March 10, 2021 electronically via GoToMeeting.  Information was posted with the agenda as to how public could attend virtually.  Mayor Mark Johansen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm with councilmembers:  Landon Plagge, Shaun Koenen, Eric Bruns, Catherine Crooks and Randy DeBour answering roll call.

Mayor Johansen led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Plagge made a motion to approve the agenda as printed and was seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed unanimously.

Director of Maintenance reported that he installed the new floor in the office.  Found a water leak at the Dugger Funeral Home and got the water shut off inside.  There was also a water leak by Lubben’s Trailer.  The water main leak on Reynolds and also a smaller leak in East Park.  
City Clerk reported that she was sworn in as the interim city clerk for Swaledale this week and will be helping them through their budget process.  She registered for an IMFOA conference for April and has been working on getting the ACH payments changed to deposit into the new checking account.

Mayor Johansen reported that he had several questions regarding the garbage letter and clarified that it was a general letter.

Plagge made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 10, 2021 meeting and was seconded by Koenen.  Motion passed unanimously.

After review of the bills presented by the City Clerk, Bruns made a motion to approve the bills to be paid and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.

Next the council reviewed the Budget Report, Revenue Report and Fund Balance Report, with any questions directed to the clerk.

Koenen made a motion to approve the liquor license for Latimer Golf Inc effective 4/1/21-10/1/21.  This motion was seconded by Crooks and passed with majority vote as Plagge and Bruns abstained due to conflict of interest.

There was discussion held regarding the ash trees on city property.  Plagge made a motion to hire Koenen Lawn Care to treat the trees in East and West Park.  Bruns seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
At 7:00 pm, Crooks made a motion to open the public hearing and was seconded by Koenen.  Motion passed unanimously.  No community members were present for comment, so Plagge made a motion to close the public hearing and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Following the public hearing and review of the proposed budget for FY 2022, DeBour made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-15, adopting the proposed budget for FY 2022.  This motion was seconded by Bruns and passed with a unanimous roll call vote.
The City Council held the first reading of Ordinance 2021-04 amending the salaries for the municipal officers (2-4-1, 2-4-2, 2-4-3).  Following the reading, DeBour made a motion to approve Ordinance 2021-04 including a 5% increase for council members per meeting (increased to $37 per meeting), a 5% increase for the Mayor (increased to $1,890 per year) and also a 5% increase for the Mayor Pro-Tem (increased to $525 per year).  This motion was seconded by Koenen and passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The Council discussed waiving the 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2021-04 amending the salaries for the municipal officer, followed by a motion by Plagge to waive the 2nd and 3rd readings of this ordinance.  This motion was seconded by Bruns, and passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

Discussion regarding the lawn spraying on City properties for the upcoming season and it was decided to continue with Koenen Lawn Care agreement of $3,052.10 per year with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed with majority as Koenen abstained due to conflict of interest.

Bruns made a motion at 7:05 pm to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Plagge.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mark Johansen, Mayor

ATTEST:

Melissa Simmons, City Clerk
