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The Latimer City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, July 10, 2024 at Latimer City Hall.  Mayor Mark Johansen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm with council members, Randy DeBour, Catherine Crooks, Eric Bruns and Elizabeth Symens all answering roll call.  Deon Juhl was absent.

Mayor Johansen led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a motion made by Bruns to approve the agenda and was seconded by Symens.  Motion passed unanimously.

Director of Maintenance reported that Municipal Pipe Tool was in town and cleaned out the annual third of the sewer lines.  There will be a new contract later in the meeting to review.

Bruns reported that he talked to Heartland Asphalt and they will be in town the end of July to do our schedule road project.

Symens made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 12th meeting and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.

After some discussion the tree removal bill from T&B Property Maintenance & Tree Service approved to be paid at 50% and the remaining balance will be paid by the homeowner.  This was approved along with the other bills to be paid with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed unanimously.

The Council review the Budget Report, Revenue Report and Fund Balance Report.

Latimer Fun Day Committee was present with some updates for the big day.  They will be ending the night with fireworks and had electrical questions for the council.  The Fireworks Permit was approved with a motion made by Symens and seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed unanimously.

Under routine maintenance issues, 2 bids for dead tree removal in East Park were received.  One from Barker Tree Service for $1,000 and the other from Kyle and Son’s for $1,350.  After some discussion Bruns made a motion to accept the bid from Barker Tree Service for $1,000 to remove a dead tree in East Park.  This motion was seconded by Crooks and passed unanimously.

There was also a new three-year contract with Municipal Pipe Tool for annual maintenance of our sewer lines.  Symens made a motion to approve the new contract and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.

Latimer Grocery applied for an updated liquor license for the Latimer Fun Day Beer Garden, so the new permit was approved with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.

After some discussion and review of the contract with Absolute Waste in Clear Lake to accept our recycling instead of driving our truck to Grimes, it was decided to continue going to Grimes as they don’t have a problem with what we are taking them and there would be too many restrictions if we were to change to Clear Lake.  This was denied with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  Motion passed unanimously.  Contract denied.

The council reviewed the advertisement for the sale of the fire department’s equipment van and, with no changes, Symens made a motion to approve the ad and was seconded by Crooks.  Motion passed unanimously.

The first reading of Ordinance 2024-04 – regarding increase in utility rates was done, followed by a motion made by Bruns to approve the ordinance.  This motion was seconded by Symens and passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The first reading of Ordinance 2024-05 – regarding increase in new meter rates was done, followed by a motion made by Symens and seconded by DeBour to approve the ordinance.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The first reading of Ordinance 2024-06 – regarding the increase in penalty fees was done, followed by a motion made by Bruns and seconded by DeBour to approve the ordinance.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The first reading of Ordinance 2024-07 – regarding the increase in disconnection fees was done, followed by a motion made by Crooks and seconded by Symens to approve the ordinance.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The first reading of Ordinance 2024-08 – regarding the increase in customer deposit fee was done, followed by a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens to approve the ordinance.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The first reading of Ordinance 2024-09 – regarding the increase in customer deposit fee – rental property was done, followed by a motion made by Bruns and seconded by DeBour to approve the ordinance.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The first reading of Ordinance 2024-10 – regarding the increase in building permit fees was done, followed by a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Symens to approve the ordinance.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2024-04 – regarding increase in utility rates were waived with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2024-05 – regarding increase in new meter rates were waived with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2024-06 – regarding the increase in penalty fees were waived with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2024-07 – regarding the increase in disconnection fees were waived with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2024-08 – regarding the increase in customer deposit fee were waived with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2024-09 – regarding the increase in customer deposit fee – rental property were waived with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2024-10 – regarding the increase in building permit fees were waived with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

At 6:55 pm Bruns made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.



Mark Johansen, Mayor

ATTEST:



Melissa Simmons, City Clerk
