CITY OF LATIMER

PO BOX 744

LATIMER, IOWA 50452

Telephone: (641)579-6452
Email Address:  latimercityhall@gmail.com
Mayor:  Mark Johansen
City Clerk:  Melissa Simmons

The Latimer City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, September 9, 2020 at 6:30 pm at the Latimer Community Center.  The public could access the meeting electronically via GoToMeeting with the information posted with the agenda.  Councilmembers Randy DeBour, Catherine Crooks, Landon Plagge, Eric Bruns and Shaun Koenen answered roll call.  Mayor Mark Johansen called the meeting to order and led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Three topics were added to the agenda for discussion and possible action.  They were:  Engineering fees for Lee Gallentine with Clapsaddle-Garber, Ordinance regarding chicken in town, and Halloween festivities.  After these additions, a motion by DeBour and a second by Crooks approved the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.
The Director of City Maintenance reported that he has the tree trimming done for now, he has been helping with the curb-stops and intakes.  He also reported that MidAmerican Energy finally got the pole moved.

The Clerk reported that she signed up for the Iowa League of Cities Annual Conference virtually for the 16th – 18th.  She also reported she talked with Priscilla Eddy regarding the antenna on the water tower.  She was instructed to contact Rockwell Communications and work out a deal for the Community Center and City Hall for the internet.

The Mayor brought up the splash pad closing date and decided to let it up to Crooks and Wayne to decide when to close it pending the weather.

Plagge reported there was some progress made on the delinquent water bills this month.  There are a few payment arrangements made and several past due amounts being paid in full.

Plagge made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 12, 2020 regular meeting and was seconded by Koenen.  Motion passed unanimously.

Bruns made a motion to approve the bills to be paid and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.

The Council reviewed the Budget Report, Revenue Report, and Fund Balance Report.

Next, Mayor Johansen updated the council on the fees for the engineering of the sidewalk/alley project.  After some discussion, a motion by Bruns approved the addition of $12,000 for a total cap of $30,000 for engineering fees.  This motion was seconded by Crooks and passed unanimously.

Resolution 2021-05 authorizing and approving a Loan Agreement, providing for the issuance of a General Obligation Corporate Purpose Note, Series 2020 and providing for the levy of taxes to pay the same was approved with a motion by DeBour and seconded by Koenen.  Resolution passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

There was no routine maintenance issues to discuss.

The Latimer Community Grocery liquor license was approved with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Koenen.  Motion passed with majority as Plagge abstained from voting due to conflict of interest.

Resolution 2021-06 setting the wages for the Director of Maintenance effective 9/1/20 to include a 3% ($1,268.96) increase was approved with a motion made by Koenen and seconded by Bruns.  Resolution passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

Samples of other Urban Chicken Ordinances were discussed with the determination that an ordinance will be drafted to combine parts of the samples to make an ordinance for the City of Latimer.  More to come at a later meeting.

The topic of Halloween was discussed.  The council will be discussed further at the October meeting so they can see what the COVID status is in the area and to see what other towns are doing.

At 7:45 pm, Bruns made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mark Johansen, Mayor

ATTEST:

Melissa Simmons, City Clerk
