CITY OF LATIMER

PO BOX 744

LATIMER, IOWA 50452

Telephone: (641)579-6452
Email Address:  latimercityhall@gmail.com
Mayor:  Mark Johansen
City Clerk:  Melissa Simmons

The regular meeting of the Latimer City Council was called to order by Mayor Mark Johansen on Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at Latimer City Hall at 6:30 pm.  Councilmembers answering roll call were:  Randy DeBour, Catherine Crooks, Landon Plagge, Eric Bruns and Shaun Koenen.

Mayor Johansen led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Crooks made a motion to approve the agenda with a correction in the old business to include the revision of the request period for a hearing.  This motion was seconded by Bruns and passed unanimously.

Connor Gulick was present with his mother, Danielle Brood, to read a letter he wrote to Councilman Koenen regarding speeding traffic by his house on North Van Kirk and East Main streets.  The Council will address his concern at a future meeting and thanked Connor for letting them know of his concern.

Gary McVicker was present but had no update to give regarding the drainage tile from the County Supervisors.

The Director of City Maintenance reported that we are now waiting on sinks that had to be reordered and the plumber and the new bathrooms will be ready for use.  He thanked the personnel that helped with Spring Clean-up Day and reported they picked up: 15 appliances, 4 toilets, 13 tv and computer monitors and 5 ton of junk.  The students that benefitted from the $1,000.00 donation helped Wayne clean up both West Park and East Park, raking seeds and picking up branches.

The Clerk updated the Council on the status of all the loans the City currently has, reporting the current unpaid principal on all of them.  She reminded DeBour and Crooks of the Nuisance Abatement conference on May 16th.  She also informed the Council that she has her application ready to send in for her Municipal Clerk Certificate, which she could receive in October.
The Mayor expressed his appreciation for all the work done on Spring Clean-up Day.  The help was much needed to get work done.  Thanks to all that help!

Bruns reported that he and Wayne met and looked at the streets to see what repairs should be considered this year.  More discussion will be held later in the meeting on the street repair bids received.

Plagge made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on April 11, 2018 and was seconded by Koenen.  Motion passed unanimously.

Koenen made a motion to approve the bills to be paid and was seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed with majority vote as DeBour and Plagge abstained from voting due to conflict of interest.

The Council reviewed the Budget Report, Revenue Report, and Fund Balance Report.

Discussion on the tax abatement structure was tabled until June’s meeting so the clerk can gather more information and assistance from NIACOG.  However, the Council would like to update the timeframe in which residents can request a hearing for nuisance letters from 5 days to 10 days as suggested by City Attorney Art Cady.  The clerk will get this amendment in for the June meeting.

There were no routine maintenance issues to discuss.  However, Wayne reported that he has had no issues with the mower since getting it back from Hansel Ag.
Mayor Johansen held the 1st reading of Ordinance 2018-2 setting the new water, sewer, and garbage rates (including dumpster rental fees) effective 7/1/18.

Following the 1st reading, Plagge made a motion to approve waiving the 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 2018-2 and was seconded by Koenen.  Motion passed unanimously.

Plagge made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-2 setting the new rates for water, sewer, and garbage effective 7/1/18 to include a 3% increase.  The minimum for water increases from $15.00 to $15.45; sewer increases from $13.00 to $13.39; and garbage increases from $15.00 to $15.45.  The rates to rent a dumpster for 2-week periods increases from $35 and $55 to $36.05 and $56.65 respectfully.  This motion was seconded by Bruns and was followed with a roll call vote as follows:  DeBour: Aye; Crooks: Aye; Plagge: Aye; Bruns: Aye; and Koenen: Aye.  Ordinance passed unanimously.
The street bids received from Heartland Asphalt and Blacktop Services were reviewed and were tabled until both companies can get revisions to City Hall for the specific areas of West Main Street and areas on East Street.  The Council wanted to see bids that were more focused on these 2 areas using similar methods before deciding which bid to approve.  Once these revisions are received a special meeting will be set.

The Council discussed allowing Mort’s Water and Mort’s Inc to dispose of residential sewage in our publicly owned wastewater treatment plant and a motion was made by Plagge to allow them to use our treatment plant as they presently do and requested to have more discussion in June regarding what they pay the City of Latimer for the use of the treatment plant.  This motion was seconded by Crooks and passed unanimously.

After some discussion, Bruns made a motion to approve the dust control by the softball diamond (going past the high school diamond) and the gravel on East South Street by the golf course and extending it a little further than usual.  This motion was seconded by Koenen and passed unanimously.

Bruns made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mark Johansen, Mayor

ATTEST:

Melissa Simmons, City Clerk

General

Alliant Energy, electricity for city sign
$25.79

Card Services, conference expenses
$482.92

Carrot-Top Industries, replacement flags for fire dept
$122.64

DeBour Electric, finishing work at bathrooms
$106.88

DeBour Electric, installed new lights at softball diamond
$6,084.65

E&E Repair, sharpen chain saw
$13.00

EFTPS, Federal and FICA taxes
$320.16

Frontier, phone service
$57.05

Green Canopy, start of service – West Park
$19.83

Hampton Chronicle, publishing
$244.46

Iowa Municipal Finance Officers, application fee
$125.00

Iowa League of Cities, nuisance class
$225.00

IPERS, retirement
$204.32

Latimer Community Grocery, janitorial supplies
$10.38

Latimer Post Office, box fee
$42.00

Melissa Simmons, phone reimbursement 
$40.00

MidAmerican Energy, electricity
$370.92

North Central Building Supply, shop supplies
$365.56

Outdoor Recreation Products, splash pad parts
$5,434.00

Sandry Fire Supply Inc, helmet and patch
$754.43

The Reminder, water quality publishing
$290.00

Wayne Pralle, phone reimbursement
$40.00

WMTEL, internet service
$39.95

Road Use Tax

Dudleys, Diesel
$110.83

EFTPS, Federal and FICA taxes
$490.40

Hampton Hardware, coupling for plow truck
$16.31

IPERS, retirement
$309.26

MidAmerican Energy, street lights
$563.90

Water

AgSource Cooperative Services, public water testing
$25.50

EFTPS, Federal and FICA taxes
$290.71

Frontier, phone service
$63.80

Hawkins, chemicals
$1,540.77

IPERS, retirement
$200.38

MidAmerican Energy, electricity
$195.56

Franklin REC, electricity - water tower
$258.12

Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales tax payment
$343.00

USA Blue Books, chemicals
$361.87

Sewer

EFTPS, Federal and FICA taxes
$302.63

Frontier, phone service
$63.80

IPERS, retirement
$200.36

MidAmerican Energy, electricity
$72.23

Municipal Pipe Tool Co, contract to televise sewer lines
$3,871.50

Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales tax payment
$25.00

Garbage

Card Services, clean up day meal
$77.52

Dudleys, diesel
$124.29

EFTPS, Federal and FICA taxes
$231.82

Harrison Truck Centers, hubcap for garbage truck
$46.38

Holtz Industries, dumpster lids and recycling bins
$485.00

IPERS, retirement
$170.44

Landfill of North Iowa, scale tickets
$855.03

Mason City Recycling Center, processing charge
$101.60

Pralle’s Wash City & Machine Welding, garbage truck wash
$21.50

Swieter Salvage, Spring Clean up appliances
$400.00

Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales tax payment
$61.00

Payroll checks from all funds
$5,598.23

Receipts for April 2018


General
$51,410.72


Road Use
$2,943.05


Employee Benefits
$2,913.09


Local Option Sales Tax
$3,086.45


Debt Service
$16,693.15


Water 
$6,248.63


Sewer
$4,912.89


Garbage
$5,609.57
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