The Latimer City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, August 12, 2026, at Latimer City Hall.  Mayor Mark Johansen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm with the following council members answering roll call: Randy DeBour, Jesse Anderson, Deon Juhl, Eric Bruns and Elizabeth Symens.

Mayor Johansen led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a motion made by Bruns to approve the agenda and was seconded by Symens.  Motion passed unanimously.

The Director of Maintenance reported Barker Tree Service is done.  Schrock is done in town with concrete work.  

The City Clerk reported that she worked on the budget amendment to be discussed at this meeting and the end of the year state reports.  She is also requesting to get either get new windows or get the seals fixed on the office windows, so they don’t whistle all the time.  

The Consent Agenda containing the minutes from the July 8th meeting, the bills to be paid and the financial reports were approved with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.

Under routine maintenance issues, the purchase of a land leveler skid loader attachment for $830 was approved with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.

After some discussion, Bruns made a motion to approve the withdrawal of $155,000 from the Water Fund CD to pay for the water tower painting project and to renew with the best rates available.  The same renewal for the Sewer and Garbage CDs.  This motion was seconded by Symens and passed unanimously.

The first reading of Ordinance 2026-02 amending the water, sewer, garbage and stormwater rates effective 9/1/26 to include a 3% increase.  This was approved with a motion made by Juhl and seconded by Symens.  Ordinance 2026-02 passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The second and third readings of Ordinance 2026-02 amending the water, sewer, garbage and stormwater were waived with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Bruns.  Ordinance passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The first reading of Ordinance 2026-03 setting up an Urban Forestry Utility to be billed in the same manner as the water, sewer, garbage and stormwater to help with tree related expenses effective 9/1/26 in the amount of $3.00 per month for each utility bill in Latimer.  This Ordinance was approved with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Juhl.  Ordinance 2026-03 passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The second and third readings of Ordinance 2026-03 Urban Forestry Utility were waived with a motion made by Juhl and seconded by Anderson.  Ordinance 2026-03 passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

Resolution 2026-09 approval of the Street Finance Report for fiscal year 2026 was approved with a motion made by Symens and seconded by Juhl.  Resolution 2026-09 passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

Resolution 2026-10 approval of the Annual Finance Report for fiscal year 2026 was approved with a motion made by Symens and seconded by Bruns.  Resolution 2026-10 passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The Council reviewed the budget amendment for fiscal year 27 as presented by the city clerk and set the public hearing for September 9, 2026, at 6:30 pm.  This was set with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.

At 6:50 pm, Bruns made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Anderson.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mark Johansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
Melissa Simmons, City Clerk
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Adolfo Covarrubias, assistance	$110.00
Alliant Energy, city sign electricity	$28.75
Aramark, office mats	$299.60
Card Services, credit card payment	$287.16
Barker Tree Service, tree removal	$30,500.00
E&E Repair, chain sharpening	$57.99
EFTPS, payroll taxes	$399.56
Franklin County, dispatch fees	$13,384.62
Hampton Hardware, replacement trees for parks	$268.88
Iowa One Call, email service	$25.20
IPERS, payroll withholding	$292.15
Keston Pralle, assistance	$110.00
Landus, chemicals	$104.45
Macaean Pralle, assistance 	$50.00
Marcelo Flores, community center refund	$100.00
MariCruz Santos, cleaning community center	$160.00
Melissa Simmons, phone reimbursement	$40.00
MidAmerican Energy, electricity	$511.93
Nelson Septic, Port-a-pots East Park	$250.00
NIACOG, membership	$500.85
Schrock Concrete, city hall and FD sidewalks	$3,700.00
Verizon, phone and alarms	$261.29
Wayne Pralle, phone reimbursement 	$870.59
TOTAL	$52,313.02
Road Use Tax
EFTPS, payroll taxes	$600.59
Iowa Prison Industries, signs	$242.00
IPERS, payroll withholding	$441.41
Martin Marietta, sidewalk fill	$69.67
MidAmerican Energy, street lights	$530.80
Schrock Concrete, Kelly/East corner	$3,500.00
TOTAL	$5,384.47
Water
AgSource Cooperative Services, water testing	$29.25
Card Services, credit card payment	$36.33
EFTPS, payroll taxes	$427.40
Frontier Communications, phone service	$153.39
Hawkins, chemicals	$829.87
IPERS, payroll withholding	$347.43
MidAmerican Energy, electricity	$372.27
Mort’s Water, stop box fix	$963.67
Franklin REC, water tower electricity	$184.07
Treasurer, State of Iowa, WET tax	$364.73
Verizon, phone/alarms	$55.02
TOTAL	$3,763.43
Sewer
EFTPS, payroll taxes	$309.09
Frontier Communications, phone service	$153.39
Iowa DNR, lagoon permit	$210.00
IPERS, payroll withholding	$225.82
MidAmerican Energy, electricity	$75.56
Mort’s Water, work done	$3,628.50
Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales tax	$26.11
Verizon, phone and alarms	$55.02
TOTAL	$4,683.49
Garbage
EFTPS, payroll taxes	$292.16
Freightliner Truck Center, work on garbage truck	$6,324.62
IPERS, payroll withholding	$245.01
Landfill of North Iowa, scale tickets	$681.72
Metro Waste Authority, recycling	$218.79
MidAmerican, shed electricity	$28.11
Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales tax	$64.40
TOTAL	$7,854.81
Storm Water
Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales tax	$26.04
TOTAL	$26.04

Total payroll 	$7,795.15

July Receipts

General	$2,804.39
Road Use	$8,838.96
Employee Benefits	$119.50
LOST	$5,528.57
Debt Service	$886.09
Water	$13,308.39
Sewer	$4,223.78
Garbage	$5,740.29
Storm Water	$4,630.26
