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Mark Johansen, Mayor
Melissa Simmons, City Clerk

The Latimer City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at Latimer City Hall.  Mayor Mark Johansen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm with the following council members answering roll call: Randy DeBour, Jesse Anderson, Deon Juhl and Eric Bruns, Elizabeth Symens joined later in the meeting.

Mayor Johansen led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a motion to approve the agenda made by Bruns and seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.

Director of Maintenance report was read in his absence – Thank you to Randy DeBour, Ed Brinkman, Riley Flint, Adolfo Covarrubias and Larry Yakel for another successful Spring clean-up day in Latimer.  There was 12-tons of garbage picked up including about 12 couches and sectionals and a lot of wood.  Mt Shearing out of Rowan helped us out by bringing a dumpster for appliances to be dropped off in the shop and we collected 20 appliances and 9 TVs.  The Splash Pad drainage is now fixed and the DNR has been notified.  Someone started a fire at the compost site, luckily a resident was out there and called Latimer FD to put it out before it got too big.  

City Clerk reported she withdrew the permit application with the DNR per their request for the splash pad.  We have been watching lawns and vehicles in town.  She also reported she will be transitioning to the cloud software starting June 1. The insurance renewal was reviewed and discussed.  There will be an updated 28E agreement for the Latimer Fire Department for Mutual Aid with the surrounding communities on next month’s agenda.

The consent agenda includes the minutes from the April 8, 2026 meeting, the bills to be paid and the Financial Reports.  The consent agenda was approved with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Symens.  Motion passed unanimously.

Viking Industrial Painting and Central Tank Coatings presented their estimates to clean, paint and maintain the water tower.  After the presentations and discussion, Juhl made a motion to sign a contract with Viking Industrial Painting to paint the water tower for $146,817.00 and also the maintenance program of an annual fee of $12,098.  This motion was seconded by Anderson and passed unanimously.

The first reading of Ordinance 2026-01 setting the bulk water rates was held with no one present for further discussion.  Following the reading, Bruns made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-01 setting the bulk water rates and was seconded by Juhl.  Ordinance 2026-01 passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The second reading of Ordinance 2026-01 was waived with a motion made by Symens and seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed unanimously.

The third reading of Ordinance 2026-01 was waived with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Symens.  Motion passed unanimously.

There will be an intake installed in the water tower lot at the price of $750, was approved with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Symens.  Motion passed unanimously.

The street bid received from Heartland Asphalt was reviewed, followed by a motion made by Bruns to do the work on Kelly St, fixing the water problem at East St., fix where the water main leak was fixed and where the splash pad drain was fixed.  This motion was seconded by Symens and passed unanimously.

The City Clerk presented the one proposal she was able to get for a new office phone, alarm lines at the lift station and water shed and 6 security cameras with Verizon. A motion was made by Symens to approve the switch and purchase of the new equipment and was seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.

The ordinance changes suggested by NIACOG were reviewed and discussed, followed by a motion made by Bruns to approve the changes and was seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The monthly transfers in the Water, Sewer, Garbage and Stormwater funds were reviewed and discussed.  The Water Fund transfer will start back up as of 7/1, transferring $2,500 from Water Checking to the Water Reserve Fund, the Sewer and Garbage Funds transfers will be pausing to allow the account to grow a little more; and the Stormwater Fund transfers will continue as is, all to be reviewed in 6 months. 

At 8:05 pm Bruns made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.



Mark Johansen, Mayor

ATTEST:



Melissa Simmons, City Clerk
